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I Ferdinand Count Fathom. 


[ Continuation of C HAP. XXXIV.] 


HEN a 'man's reputation is once brought 
in queſtion, every trifle is by the malevolence 
of mankind magnified into a ſtrong preſumption 
againſt the culprit : a few whiſpers communicated 
by the envious mouth of ſlander, whith he can have 
no opportunity to an{wer and refute, ſhall, in the 
opinion of the world, convict him of the moſt horrid 
crimes; and for one hypocrite who is decked with 
the honours of virtue, there are twenty good men who 
ſuffer the ignominy of vice; ſo well diſpoſed are in- 
dividuals to trample upon the fame of their fellow- 


Creatures. If the molt unblemiſhed merit is not 
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protected from this injuſtice, it will not be wondered 
at, that no quarter was given to the character of an 
adventurer like Fathom, who among other unlucky 
Occurrences, had the misfortune to be recognized 
about this time, by his two Pariſian friends fir Stentor 
Stiles and fir Giles Squirrel, | 
Theſe worthy knights-errant had returned to their 
on country, after having made a very proſperous 
cempaign in France, at the end of which, however, 
they very narrowly eſcaped the gallies; and ſeeing 
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the Poliſh count ſeated at the head of taſte and polite- 
neſs, they immediately circulated the ſtory of his de- 
feat at Paris, with many ludicrous circumſtances of 
their own invention, and did not ſcruple to afhrin 
that he was a rank impoſtor. When the laugh is 
raiſed upon a great man, he never fails to dwindle 
into contempt, Ferdinand began to perceive a change 
in the countenance of his friends. His company was 
no longer ſolicited with that eagerneſs which they 
had formerly expreſſed in his behalf: even his en- 
tertainments were neglected; when he appeared at 
any private or public aſſembly ; the ladies, inſtead of 
glowing with pleaſure, as formerly, now tittered or 
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regarded him- with looks of diſdain; and a certain 


pert, little, forward coquette, with a view to put him 
out of countenance by raiſing the laugh at his ex- 
2 aſked him one night, at a drum, when he had 

eard from his relations in Poland ? She ſucceeded 
in her deſign upon the mirth of the audience, but 
was diſappointed in the other part of her aim; for, 
our hero replied without the leaſt mark of diſcom- 
poſure, They are all in good health at your ſerviee, 
* madam ; I wiſh I knew in what part of the world 


your relations reſide, that I might return the com- 


© pliment,.* By this anſwer, which was the more 
ſevere, as the young lady was of very doubtful ex- 


traction, he retorted the laugh upon the aggreſſor, 


though he likewiſe failed in his attempt upon her 
temper : for, ſhe was perhaps the only perſon pre- 
ſent, who equali'd himſelf in ſtability of counte- 
nance. © 

Notwithſtanding this appearance of unconcern, he 
was deeply touched with theſe marks of alienation, 
in the behaviour of his friends, and foreſeeing in his 
own diſgrace, the total ſhipwreck of his fortune, he 
entered into a melancholy deliberation with himſelf, 
about the means of retrieving his importance in the 
beau-monde, or of turning his addreſs into ſome 
other channel, where he could ſtand upon a leſs ſlip- 
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9 FERDINAND Count FATHOM. 
pery foundation. In this-exerciſe-of his thoughts, no- 
ſcheme occurred more feaſible, than that of ſecuring 
"the booty he had made, and retiring. with. his aſſoci- 
Fate; who.was alſo blown, into ſome other country, 
here, their -names and characters being unknown, 
they might purſue their old plan of commerce with- 
out moleſtation, He imparted this ſuggeſtion to the 
who approved the propoſal of decamping, 
though be combated with all his might our hero's- 
FX inclination to withdraw himſelf before the trial, b 
© repeating the aſſurances of the ſolicitor, who told him 
he might depend upon being reimburſed: by the ſen- 
tence of the count, for great part of the ſums he had 
expended in the courſe of the proſecution. | 
* Fathom ſuffcred himſelf to be perſuaded by theſe 
arguments, ſupported with the delte of making an 
= honourable retrezt, and waiting paticntly for the day 
of trouble, diſcharged his ſuretics, by a perſonal ap- 
earance in court. Yet this was not the only ſcore 
2 diſcharged that morning : the ſolicitor preſented 
his own. bill before they ſet out for Weltminſter, 
ball, and gave the count to underſtand that it was 
the cuſtom, from time immemorial, for the client 
to clear with his attorney before trial. 
had nothing to object againſt this eſtabliſhed rule, 
1 though he looked upon it as a bad omen, in ſpite of 
As all the ſolicitor's confidence and proteſtations; and 
he was not a little confounded, when looking into 
the contents, he found himſelf charged with 350 at- 
bi He knew it was not his intereſt to diſ- 
oblige his lawyer at ſuch a juncture; nevertheleſs, he 
could not help expoſtulating with him on this article, 
= which ſeemed to be ſo falily ſtated with regard to 
the number; when his queſtions drew on an expla- 
nation, by which he found he had incurred the pe- 
nalty of three ſhillings and four-pence for every time 
be chanc.d to meet the conſcientious attorney, either 
in the park, the coffee-houle, or the ſtreet, provided 


F they had exchanged the Fa 


I Tyroleze, 
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mmon ſalutation: and he 
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had great reaſon to believe the ſolicitor had often 


throw himſelf in his way, with a view to ſwell ths 


item of his account. 

With this extortion our adventurer was fain to 
comply, becauſe he lay at the mercy of the caitiff; 
accordingly, he with a goed grace paid the demand, 
Which including his former diſburſements, amounted 
to three hundred and fixty-five pounds eleven ſhil- 
lings three-pence three farthings, and then preſenting 

imſelf before the judge, quietly fubmitted to the 

ws of the realm. His council behaved like men of 
conſummate abilities in their profeſſion ; they exerted 
themſelves with equal induſtry, eloquence and eru- 
dition, in their endeavours to perplex the truth, 
browbeat the evidence, puzzle the judge, and miſlead 
the jury : but the defendant found himſelf woefully 
diſappointed in the depoſition of Trapwell's journey- 
man, whom the ſolicitor pretended to have converted 
to his intereſt : this witneſs, as the attorney after- 
wards: declared, played booty, and the facts came 
Out ſo clear, that Ferdinand count Fathom was con- 
victed of criminal converſation with the plaintiff's 
wife, and caſt in fifteen hundred pounds, under the 
denomination of damages, 

He was not ſo much ſurprized as afflicted at this 
deciſion, becauſe he ſaw it gradually approaching 
from the examination of the firſt evidence: his 
thoughts were now employed in caſting about for 
ſome method of deliverance, from the ſnare in which 
he ſound himſelf entangled. To eſcape he foreſaw 
it would be impracticable, as Trapwell would un- 
doubtedly be prepared for arreſting him before he 
could quit Weſtminſter-hall; he was too well ac- 
quainted with Ratchkali's principles, to expe& any 
aſſiſtance from that quarter, in money-matters; and 
he was utterly averſe to the payment of the ſum 
awarded againſt him, which would have exhauſted 
his whole fortune. He therefore reſolved to try the 
friendſhip of ſome perſons of faſhion, with whom 
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FERDINAND count FATHOM, 9 
he had maintained an intimacy of correſpondence * 
X ſhould they fail him in the day of his neceſhty, h 


E propoſed to have recourſe to his former ſureties, one 
of whom he meant to bilk, while the other might ac- 


company him in his retreat: or, ſhould both theſe 
X expedients miſcarry, he determined, rather than part 
XX with his effects, to undergo the moſt diſagreeable 
"Xx confinement, in hope of obtaining the jailor's conni- 


vance at his eſcape, - 

Theſe reſolutions being taken, he met his fate with 
great fortitude and equanimity, and calmly ſuffered 
= himſelf to be conveyed to the houſe of a ſheriff's offi. 
cer, who, as he made his exit from the hall, accord- 
ing to his own .expeQation, executed a writ againſt 
him at the ſuit of Trapwell, for a debt of two thou- 
1 ſand pounds. To this place he was followed by his 


X ſolicitor, who was allured by the proſpect of an- 
other job, and who with great demonſtrations of ſa- 
tisſaction, congratulated him upon the happy iſſue of 
the trial; arrogating to himſelf the merit of havin 
* ſaved him eight thouſand 3 in the article © 


2 eps he had taken, and the 


8 


damages, by the previous 
noble defence that he and his friends the council had 

made for their client: he even hinted an expectation 

of receiving a gratuity for his extraordinary care and 
diſcretion- . | „ 
Fathom, galled as he was with his misfortune, and 
= enraged at the cffrontery of this pettifogger, main- 
© tained a ſerenity of countenance, and ſent the attorney 
= with a meſſage to the plaintiff, importing, that as he 
Was a foreigner, and could not be ſuppoſed to have 

ſo much caſh about him as to ſpare 4 teen hundred 

panes from the funds of his ordinary expence, 

e would grant him a bond payable in two months, 

X during which period he ſhould be able to procure a 
proper remittance from' his own eſtate. While the 
ſolicitor was employed in this negociation, he diſ- 
XX patched his valet de chambre to one nobleman, and 
Maurice to another, with * ſignifying the * 
. . N 5 0 
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of the verdi& which his adverſary had obtained, and 


deſiring that each would lend him a thouſand pounds 
upon his parole, until he could negociate bills upon 
the continent. 

His three meſſengers returned almoſt at the ſame 
inſtant of time, and theſe were the anſwers they 
brought back. 


Trapwell abſolutely rejected his perſonal ſecurity ; ' 
and threatened him with all the horrors of a gaol, 


unleſs he wauld immediately diſcharge the debt, or 
2 ſufficient bondſmen; and one of his quality- 


friends, favoured him with this reply to his requell ; 


© My dear Count, 
© I am mortally chagrined at the triumph you have 


© furniſhed to that raſcally citizen. By the lard! the | 


« judge muſt have been in the terrors of euckoldom, 
to influence the deciſion ; and the jury a mere herd 
of horned beaſts, to bring in ſuch a barbarous ver- 
dict. Epgad ! at this rate no perſon will be able 
to lie with another man's wife, but at the riſk of 

curſed proſecution, But to wave this diſagreeable 
feat ine which you muſt ſtrive to forget; I 
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I cannot at preſent ſupply you with the trifle your 
preſent exigency requires ; for, to tell you a ſecret, 
my own finances are in damnable confuſion. But 
* a man of count Fathom's figure and. addreſs can 
never be puzzled for the want of ſuch a paultry 
ſum. Adieu, my dear count! we ſhall, I ſuppoſe, 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing you to-morrow at 


a a „ 


« White's : mean while I have the honour to be with 4 


© the moſt perfect attachment, s 
| * Yours, 
© Gaxlzaizckin, 


The other noble peer to whom he addreſſed him- 


ſelf on this occaſion, cheriſhed the fame ſentiments | 


of virtue, .fricadſbip, and generobity ; but his ex pre 
| | | a 


declare my mortification is till tie greater, becauſe. 


non 


Aa as e HGH + 


K © =» 


K %% „ K KS > > „ % „ „ „ „ „ 


”. a 0 


= 


_yWwY TYP 09 WY WES W 


ww > oo 9 


a K K h Aa» 2 ® ® «a M 6 


FERDINAND Count FATHOM, 13 
Gon was ſo different, that we ſhall, for the edifica- 
tion of the reader, tranſcribe his letter in his own 
words: 


« Sir, 
© I was never more aſtoniſhed than at the receipt 
of your very extraordinary billet, wherein you ſo- 
licit the loan of a thoufand pounds, which you 
deſire may be ſent with the bearer on the faith of 
your parole. Sir, I have no money to lend you or 
lend you; and cannot help repeating my expreſ- 
ſions of ſurprize at your confidence in making ſuct: 
a ſtrange and unwarranted demand. *Tis true, I 
may have made profeſſions of friendſhip, while I 
looked upon you as a perſon of honour and good 
morals; but now that you are convicted of ſuch a 
flagrant violation of that kingdom where you have 
been treated with ſuch hoſpitality and reſpe&, I 
think myſelf fully abſolved from any ſuck condi- 
tional promiſe, which indeed is never interpreted 
into any other than 2 bare compliment. 1 am 
ſorry you have involved your character and fortune 
in ac! a diſagreeable affait, and am, 
Sir, your's, &c, 
6 TROMPINGTON.,? 


Ferdinand was not ſuch a novice in the world as to 


4 be diſappointed at theſe repulſes; eſpecially as he had 
laid very little ſtreſs upon the application which was 


made by way of an experiment upon the gratitude or 
caprice of thoſe two noblemen, whom he had actu- 
ally more than once obliged with the ſame ſort of 
aſſiſtance which he now ſolicited, though not to ſuch 
a conſiderable amount. | | 
Having nothing further to expect from the faſhion- 
able world, he ſent the Tyroleze to the perſon who 
nad been bail for his appearance, with full inſtruc- 
tions to explain his preſent occaſion in the moſt fa- 


vourable light, and —_— would reinforce the 


credit 


22 The ADVENTURES of 


credit of the count with his ſecurity; but that gentle- 
man, though he placed the moſt perfect confidence 
on the honour of our hero, and would have willingly 
entered into bonds again for his perſonal appearance, 
was not quite ſo well fatisfied of his circumſtances, 
as to become liable for the payment of two thouſand 


pounds; an expence which, in his opinion, the finan- 
ces of no foreign count were able to defray: he 
therefore lent a deaf ear to the moſt preſſing remon- 
firances of the ambaſſador, who had recourſe to ſeve- 
ral other merchants, with the ſame bad ſucceſs; ſo 
that the priſoner deſpairing of bail, endeavoured, to 
perſuade Ratchkali, that it would be his intereſt to 
contribute a thouſand pounds towards his diſcharge, 
that he might be enabled to quit England with a good 
grace, and execute his part of the plan they had pro- 
ected. $ 
: So powerful was his eloquence on the occaſion, 
and ſuch ſtrength of argument did he uſe, that even 
the Tyroleze {ſeemed convinced, though reluctantly, 
and agreed to advance the neceſſary ſum upon the 
bond and judgment of our adventurer, who being 
diſabled from tranſacting his own affairs in perſon, 
was obliged to intrult Ratchkali with his keys, papers 
and power of attorney, under the check and _— 
tion of his faithful Maurice and the ſolicitor, whoſe 


fidelity he beſpcke with the promiſe of an ample 
Tecompence. | | | 


CHAP. XXXVII, 
The biter is bit. 


ET he had no ſooner committed his effects to 
the care of this triumvirate, than his fancy 
was viſited with direful warnings, which produced 
cold ſweats and palpitations, and threw him into 
ſach agonies of apprehenſion äs he had never known 


before. He remembered the former deſertion of the 
Tyroleze, the recent villany of the ſolicitor, and re- 
a collected 
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FERDINAND Count FATHOM. - 13 


callected the remarks he had made upon the diſpoſi- 
tion and character of his valet, which evinced him a 
fit companion for the other two. 

Alarmed at theſe reflections, he intreated the bailiff 


to indulge him with a viſit to his own loding, and 


even offered one hundred guineas as a gratification 


a © 2 


for his compliance. But the officer, who had for- 


mer ly loſt a conſiderable ſum by the eſcape of a pri- 


ſoner, would not run any riſk in an affair of ſuch 
# conſequence, and our hero was obliged to ſubmit to 
the tortures of his own preſaging fears. After he had 
© waited five hours in the moſt racking impatience, he 


ſaw the attorney enter with all the marks of hurry, 


© fatigue and conſternation, and heard him exclaim, 


© Good God! have you ſeen the gentleman ? 
Fathom found his fears realized in this interroga - 


tion, to which he anſwered in a tone of horror and 
| diſmay, * What gentleman ? I ſuppoſe I am robbed : 
| * ſpeak, and keep nie no longer in ſuſpenſe.— 


$ Robbed!” cried the attorney, the Lord forbid ! 


I I hope you can depend upon the perſon you im- 
= * — , 

woven his proceedings are a little extraordinary: for 
after he had rummaged your ſcrutore, from which 


to receive your jewels and caſh. I muſt 


in preſence of me and your ſervant, he took one 
hundred and fifty guineas, a parcel of diamond 


rings and buckles, according to this here inventory, 


which I wrote with my own hand, and Eaſt-India 


bonds to the tune of five hundred more, we ad- 


journed to Garraway's, where he left me alone, under 


« peetence of going to a broker of his acquaintance 
* who lived in the neighbourhood, while the valet, 
as I imagined, waited for us in the alley. Well, 
Sir, he ſtaid ſo long, that I began to be uneaſy, 
and at length reſolved to ſend the ſervant in queſt 
© of him, but when I went out for that purpoſe, 
* deuce a ſervant was to be found; though I in 
6 ach enquired for him at every alchouſe within 
half a mile of the place, I then diſpatched no — 

; than 
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© than five ticket-porters upon the ſcent after them, 


and I myſelf, by a direction from the bar-keeper, 
© went to ſignor Ratchkali's lodgings, where, as 


© they told me, he had not been ſeen ſince nine 


© o'clock in the morning. Upon this intimation, I 
o 

you may without delay take meaſures for your own 
ſecurity. The beſt thing you can do, is to take out 
writs for apprehending him, in the counties of 


provided he ſculks within ten miles of the bills of 
mortality : to be ſure the job will be expenſive; 
and all theſe runners muſt be paid before-hand. 
But what then? the defendant is worth powder, 
and if we can once ſecure him, I'll warrant the 
proſecution will quit coſt.” ' 1 
Fathom was almoſt choaked with concern and re- 
ſentment at the news of this miſchance, ſo that he 
could not utter one word until this narrative was 
finiſhed, Nor was his ſuſpicion confined to the Ty- 
roleze and his own lacquey ; he con ſideted the ſolici- 
tor as their accomplice and director, and was ſo 
much provoked at the latter part of his harangue, 
that his diſcretion ſeemed to vaniſh, and collaring 
the attorney, Villain!“ ſaid he, you yourſelf have 
been a principal actor in this robbery ; then,“ turn- 
ing to the by-ſtanders, and 1 deſire in the king's 
name, that he may be ſecured, until I can make 
oath before a magiſtrate in ſupport of the charge. 
If you reluſe your aſſiſtance in detaining him, I 
will make immediate application to one of the ſe- 
cretaries of ſtate who is my particular friend, and 
he will ſee juſtice done to all parties.“ 
At mention of this formidable name, the bailiff 
and his whole family were in commot:on to obſtruct 
the retreat of the lawyer, who ſtood aghaſt, and trem- 
bled under the graſp of our adventurer ; but ſoon as 
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came directly hither to give you timely notice, that 


Middleſex, Surry, Kent and Eſſex, and 1 ſhall put 
them in the hands of truſty and diligent officers, 7 
who will ſoon ferret him out of his lurking- place, 


er, 
as 


FERDINAND Count FATHOM, 15 
e found himſelf delivered from this embrace, by the 


Winoterpoktion of the ſpectators, and collected his ſpi- 


ne 


at 1 


ut 


of 


ö 


rits, which had been ſuddenly I by Fathom's 
unexpected aſſault, he began to diſplay one art of his 
occupation, which he always reſerved for extraordi- 


© nary occaſions : this was the talent of abuſe, which 


he poured forth with ſuch fluency of opprobrious 
language, that our hero ſmarting as he was, and al- 


moſt deſperate with his loſs, deviated from that tem- 


* 1 
, 4X 


perance of behaviour which he had hitherto pre- 
ſerved, and ſnatching up the poker, with one ſtroke 


opened a deep trench upon the attarney's ſkull, that 
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the ſenſe of the ſmart, and inwardly congratulated 


x” 


extended from the hind head almoſt to the upper part 


oſ the noſe, upon each fide of which it diſcharged a 


ſanguine ſtream. Notwithſtanding the pain of this 
application, the ſolicitor was tranſported with joy at 


himſelf upon the appearance of his own blood, which 


he no ſoaner perceived, than he exclaimed, « I am 


#1 
< 
Tl 
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4 


b n dead man,” and fell upon the floor at full length. 


Immediate recourſe was had to a ſurgeon in the 


neighbourhood, who having examined the wound, 


declared there was a dangerous depreſſion of the firſt 
table of the ſkull, and that if he could fave the pa- 
# tient's life, without the application of the trepan, it 


- 


7 would be one of the greateſt cures that ever were 


2 n By this time, Fathom's firſt tranſport 
de 


ing overblown, he ſummoned up his whole reſo- 


L lution, and reflected upon his own ruin, with that 


© fortitude which had never failed him in the emergen- 


cies of his fate: little diſturbed at the prognoſtic | 
of the ſurgeon, which he conſide red in the right point 

of view; * Sir,” ſaid he, I am not fo unacquainted 
* with the reſiſtance of an attorney's ſkull, as to be- 
( heve the chaſtiſement I have beſtowed on him 
* will at all endanger his life, which is in much 


greater jeopardy from the hands of the common 


« executioner ; for, notwithſtanding this accident, I 
am determined to proſecute the raſcal for robbery, 
* with 
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* with the utmoſt ſeverity of the law; and that 1 
© may have a ſufficient fund left for that proſetution, 
© I ſhall not at preſent throw away one farthing in 
© unneceſlary expence, but inſiſt upon being conveyed 
© to priſon without farther delay.” 

This declaration was equally unwelcome to the 
bailiff, ſurgeon and ſolicitor, who upon the ſuppoſi- 
tion that the count was a perſon of fortune, and 
would rather part with an immenſe ſum, than incur 
the ignominy of a gaol, or involve himſelf in an- 
other diſgraceful law- ſuit, had reſolved to fleece 
him to the utmoſt of their power. But, now © 
the attorney finding him determined to ſet his 
fate at defiance, and to retort upon him a proſe- 
cution which he had no mind to undergo, began to he 
repent heartily of the provocation he had given, 
and to think ſeriouſſy on ſome method to overcome 
the obſtinancy of the incenſed foreigner. With this 
view, while the bailiff conducted him to bed, in 
another apartment, he deſired the catchpole to act 
the part of a mediator between him and the count, 
and furniſhed him with proper inſtructions for that 
purpoſe. Accordingly, the landlord on his return, 
told Fathom that he was ſure the ſolicitor was not a 
man for this world; for that he had left him deprived 
of his ſenſes, and praying to God with great devotion, 
for mercy to his murderer: he then exhorted him 
with many proteſtations of friendſhip, to compromiſe 7 
the unhappy affair, by exchanging releaſes wich the 
attorney before his delirium ſhould be known, other- 
wiſe he would bring himſelf into“ a moſt dangerous 
premunire, whether the plaintiff ſhould die: ef his 
wound, or live to proſecute him for the af{yult : 
and with regard to your charge of robbery ãgHuſt 
him,“ ſaid he, © as it is no more than a ſuſpicion, 
* unſuppoorted by the leaſt ſhadow of evidence, the 
bill would be thrown out, and then he might ſue 
you for damages. I therefore, out of pure friend- 


fn 
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ſhip and good nature adviſe you to compromiſe 
the affair, and tf youthink proper, will endeavour 
to bring about a mutual releaſe. 
Our hero, whoſe paſſion was by this time pretty 
well cooled, ſaw reafon for aſſenting to the propoſal; 
upon which the deed was immediately executed, the 
mediator's bill was diſcharged; and Ferdinand con- 
eyed in an hackney coach to priſon, after he had 
mpowered his own landlord to diſcharge his ſer- 
*Fvants, and convert his effects into ready money. Thus 
Ine ſaw himſelf, in the courſe of a few hours, de- 
—Fprived of his reputation, rank, liberty and friends; 
*Fand his fortune reduced from two thouſand pounds, 
"Mo ſomething leſs than two hundred, fifty of which 
he had carried to gaol in his pocket. 


: CHAP. XXXVI. 0 
Pur adventurer is made acquainted with a new ſcene of 


life. 


UST as he entered theſe manſions of miſery, his 
cars were invaded with an hoarſe and dreadful 
Voice, exclaiming, * You, Beſs Beetle, ſcore a couple 
of freſh eggs, a pennyworth of butter, and half a 
pint of mountain to the king; and ſtop credit till 
the bill is paid; he is now debtor for fifteen ſhillings 
and fixpence, and damn me if I truſt him one far- 
thing more, if he was the beſt king in Chriſtendom; 
and d'ye hear, ſend ragged head with five pounds 
of potatoes for major Macleaver's ſupper, and let 
* him have what drink he wants; the fat widow 
gentlewoman from Pimlico has promiſed to quit 
his ſcore. Sir Mungo Barebones may have ſome 
haſty pudding and ſmall beer, though I don't ex- 
b pect to ſee his coin, no more than to receive the 
7 © cighteen pence I laid out for a pair of breeches to 
bis backſide, What then? he's a quiet ſort of a 
* body, and a great ſcholar, and it was a ſcandal to 
the place, to ſee him going about in that r con- 

© dition: 
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dition: as for the mad Frenchman with the beard, 


if you give him ſo much as a cheeſe-paring, you 
© b—ch, I'll ſend you back to the hole, among your 
old companions ; an impudent dog! I'ILteach him 
to draw his {word upon the governor of an Engliſh 
county gaol. What! I ſuppoſe he thought he had 
to do with a French hang-tang-dang, rabbit him ! 
he ſhall eat his white feather before I give him 
credit for a morſel of bread.” 
Although our adventurer was very little diſpoſed, 
at this juncture, to make obſervations foreign to his 
own atfairs, he could not help taking notice of theſe 
extraordinary injunctions; eſpecially thoſe concerning 
the - perſon who was intitled king, whom, however, 
he ſuppoſed to be ſome priſoner elected as the magi- 
ſtrate by the joint ſuffrage of their fellows, Having 
taken poſſeſſion of his chamber, which he rented at 
five ſhillings a week, and being ill at eaſe in his own: 
thoughts, heforthwith fecured his door, undreſſed and 
went to bed, in which, though it was none of the 
moſt * or inviting couches, he enjoyed profound 
repoſe after the accumulated fatigues and mortifica- 
tions of the day, Next morning, after breakfaſt, the 
keeper entered his apartment, and gave him to un- 
deritand, that the gentlemen under his care having 
heard of the count's arrival, had deputcd one of their 
number to wait upon him with the compliments of 
condolance ſuitable to the occaſion, and invite him 
to become a member of their ſociety. Our hero 
could not politely diſpenſe with this inſtance of civi- 
lity, and their — 6 being inſtantly introduced 
by the name of captain Minikin, faluted him with 
great ſolemnity. 

This was a perſon equally remarkable for his extra- 
orninary figure and addreſs ; his age ſeemed to border 
upon forty, bis ſtature amounted to five feet, his viſage 
was long, meagre, and weather-beaten, and his afpath, 
though not quite rueful, exhibited a certain formality, 
— was the reſult of care and conſcious e 
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e was very little encumbered with fleſh and blood; 
yet What body he had was well-proportioned, his 
limbs were elegantly turned, and by his carriage he 
was well intitled to that compliment which we pay to 
any perſon, when we ſay he has very much the air of 
a gentleman, There was alſo an evident ſingularity in 
his dreſs, Which, though intended as an improvement, 
appeared to be an extravagant exaggeration of the 
mode, and at once evinced him an original to the diſ- 
cerning eyes of our adventurer, who received him 


with his uſual complaiſance, and made a very eloquent 


acknowledgement of the honour and ſatisſaction he 
received from the viſit of the repreſentative, and the 
hoſpitality of his conſtituents. The captam's peculi- 
arities were not confined to his external appearance; 
for his voice reſembled the ſound of a baſſoon, or the 
aggregate hum of a whole bee-hive, and his diſcourſe 
was almoſt nothing elſe than a ſeries of quotations 
from the Engliſh poets, interlarded with French 
phraſes, which he retained for their ſignificance, on 
the recommendation of his friends, being himſeif un- 
acquainted with that or any other outlandiſh tongue, 

Fathom, finding this gentleman of a very commu- 
nicative diſpoſition, thought he could not have a fair- 
er opportunity of learning the hiſtory of his fellow- 
priſoners ; and turning the converſation vn that ſub- 
ject, was not diſappointed in his expectation. I 
don't doubt, fir, ſaid he, with the utmoſt ſolemnity 
of declamation, * but you look with horror upon 
© every object that ſurrounds you in this uncomtort- 
© able m_ but nevertheleſs here are ſome, who, as 
* my friend Shakeſpeare has it, „have ſeen better 
% days, and have with holy bell been knolled to 
© church; and-ſat at good men's feaſts, and wiped 
& their eyes of drops that ſacred pity hath engendered“ 
ou mull know, fir, that excluſive of the Canaille, 
* or the profanum vulgus, as they are ſtiled by Horace, 
there are ſeveral ſmall communities in the gaol, con- 
* lifting of people who are atti acted by the * 
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and diſpoſitions of each other: for this place, fir, is 
© quite a microcoſm; and as the great world, ſo is this 
* a ( ſtage, and all the men and women merely plays 
„ers.“ For my own part, fir, I have always made 
* it a maxim to aſſociate with the beſt company I can 
find: not that I pretend to boaſt of my family or 
extraction; becauſe you know, as the poet ſays, vis 
© ea noftra voco. My father, tis true, was a man that 


is politeſſe and perſonal merit; for he had been 
© a very old officer in the army, and I myſelf may 
* ſay I. was born with a {pontoon in my hand, Sir, 
1 have had the honour to ſerve his majeſty theſe 
< twenty years, and have been bandied about in the 
© courle of duty through all the Britiſh plantations, 
and ſee the recompence of all my ſervice. But 


this is a diſagreeable ſubject, and therefore I ſhall of 
* wave it; however, as Butler obſerves, = 
* My only comfort is, that now — 

% My dubbolt fortune is ſo low, ren 
That either it muſt quickly end, cot 

« Or turn about again and niend.“ le 

And now, to return from this digreſſion, you will jw 
perhaps be ſurprized to hear that the head or chairman | ©© 
of our club is really a ſovereign prince. No leſs II. ©, 
-aflure you than the celebrated Theodore, king ot 10 
C. rl ca, who lies in priſon for a debt of a few hun- * 
dred pounds. Heu] quantum mutatus ab ilio. It is — 
not my buſineſs to cenſure the conduct of my ſuperi- * 
ors: but I always ſpeak my mind in a cavalier man- = 
ner, and as, according to the Spectator, talking to a K 
friend is no more than thinking aloud; entre nous, his pi 


Corſican majeſty has been ſcurvily treated by a certain 
adminiſtration: be that as it will, he is a perſonage ot b 
a very portly appearance, and is quite maſter of the q 
bien ſeance. Beſides, they will find it their intereſt to 2 
have recourſe again to his alliance; and in = 
| Oe 
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ome of us may expect to profit by his reſtoration x 
put few words are beſt. 

He that maintains the ſecond rank in our aſſembly, 
s one Major Macleaver, an Iriſh gentleman, who has 
ſerved abroad; a ſoldier of fortune, fir, a man of un- 
aueſtionable honour and courage, but a little over- 
bearing, in conſequence of his knowledge and experi- 
ence, He is a perſon of a good addreſs to be ſure, 
and quite free of the mauvarſe honte; and he may have 
ſeen a good deal of ſervice; but what then? other peo- 
ple may be as good as he, though they have not had 
ſuch opportunities: if he ſpeaks five or fix languages, 
he does not pretend to any taſte in the liberal arts, 
which are the criterion of an accompliſhed gentleman, 
The next is Sir Mungo Barebones, the repreſentative 
of a very ancient family in the Nortb; his affairs are 
very much derangee, but he is a gentleman of great 
ptobity and learning, and at preſent engaged in a very 
grand ſcheme, which, if he can bring it to bear, will 
render him famous to all poſterity : no leſs than the 
converſion of the Jews and the Gentiles. The project, 
1 own, looks chimerical to one who has not converſed” 


with the author; but in my opinion, he has clearly - 


demonſtrated, from an anagrammatical analyſis of a 
certain Hebrew word, that his preſent majeſty, whom 
God preſerve, is the perſon pointed at in ſcripture, as. 
the temporal Meſſiah of the Jews; and if he could 
once raiſe by ſubſcription ſuch a triffing ſum as twelve 
hundred thouſand pounds, I make no doubt but he 
would accompliſh his aim, vaſt and romantic as it. 
ſeems to be. 

* Beſides theſe, we have another meſſmate, who is a. 
French chevalier, an odd fort. of a man, a kind of 
Lazarillo de Tormes, a Caricatura; he wears a long 


beard, pretends to be a great poet, and makes a damn- 


ed /raras with his verſes. The king has been once 
obliged to exert his-authority over him more than 
once, by ordering. him into cloſe confinement, for 
which he was ſo raſh as to ſend his. majeſty a chal - 
lenge 
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. Rraint; for, though we dine at one table, every indi- 


has a numerous acquaintance of both ſexes; among 


may amuſe yourſelf with Shakeſpeare, or Milton, or 
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lenge ; but he afterwards made his ſubmiſſion, and 
was again taken into favour : the truth is, I believe 
his brain is a little diſordered, and he being a ſtran- 
ger, we overlook his extravagancies. 
Sir, we ſhall think ourſelves happy in your acceſſi. 
on to our ſociety ; you will be under no fort of re. 


vidual calls and pays for his own meſs. Our conver. 
fation, ſuch as it is, will not, I hope, be di ſagreeable; 
and though we have not opportunities of breathing the 
pure Arcadian air, and cannot, under the ſhade of 
* menlancholy boughs, loſe and negle& the creeping 
© hours of time,“ we may enjoy ourlelves over a glaſs 
of punch or a diſh of tea; nor are we deſtitute of friends 
who viſit us in theſe ſnade of diſtreſs, The major 


others, a firſt couſin of good fortume, who with her 
daughters, often chear our folitude ; ſhe is a very ſenſi- 
ble lady-like gentlewoman, and the young ladies have | 
a certaln degagee air, that plainly ſhews they have ſeen 
the beſt company: beſides, I will venture to recom- 
mend Mrs. Minikin, as a woman of tolerable breed- 
ing and capacity, Who, I hope, will not be found al- h 
together deficient in the accompliſhments of the ſex, 
So that we find means to make little parties, in which 
the time glides away inſenſibly. Then I have a ſmall 
collection of books, which are at your ſervice. You 


Don Quixote, or any of our modern authors that are 
worth reading, ſuch as the adventures of Loveill, 
Lady Frail, George Edwards, Joe Thompſon, Bamp- 
fylde More Carew, Young Scarron, and Miſs Betly | 
Thoughtleſs ; and if you have a taſte for drawing, I 
can entertain you with a parcel of prints by the beſt 
maſters.“ 6 

A man of our hero's politeneſs could not help ex- 
preſſing himſelſ in the warmeſt terms of gratitude for 
this courteous declaration, He thanked the captain in 
particular for his obliging offers, and begged * 
az wou 
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would be ſo good as to preſent his reſpetts to the ſocie- 
ty, of which he longed to be a member. It was de- 
termined, therefore, that Minikin ſhould return in 
an hour, when the count would be dreſſed, in order 
to conduct him into the preſence of his majeſty : and 
he had already taken his leave for the preſent, when, 
all of a ſudden he came back, and taking hold of a 
waiſtcoat that lay upon a chair, * fir,” ſaid he, give 
me leave to look at that fringe; I think it is the 
moſt elegant knitting I ever ſaw ; but pray, fir, are 
not theſe quite out of faſhion ? 1 hoot plain ſilk, 
ſuch as this that I wear, had been the mode, with 
the pockets very low.“ Before Fathom had time to 
make any ſort of reply, he took notice of his hat 
and pumps; the firſt of which he ſaid was too nar- 
row in the brims, and the laft an inch too low in the 
heels; indeed they formed a remarkable contraſt 
with his own : for, exchufive of the faſhion of the 
cock, which reſembled the form of a Roman galley, 
the brim of his hat, if properly ſpread, would have 
projected a ſhade ſufficient to ſhelter a whole file of 
muſqueteers from the heat of ſummer's a ſun ; and the 
heels of his ſhoes were ſo high as to raiſe his feet three 
inches at leaſt from the ſurface of the earth. 

. Having made theſe obſervations, for the credit of 
his taſte, he retired; and returning at the time ap- 
pointed, accompanied Ferdinand to the apartment of 
the king, at the doors of which their ears were inva- 
ded with a ſtrange ſound, being that of an human 
voice imitating the noife of a drum. The captain 
hearing this alarm, made a full ſtop, and giving the 
count to underſtand that his majeſty was buſy, begged 
he would not take it amiſs, if the introduction ſhould 
be delayed for a few moments. Fathom, curious to 
know the meaning of what he had heard, applied to 
his guide for information, and learning that the king 
and the major, whom he had nominated to the pott 
of his general in chief, were employed in — 
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troops upon the Genoeſe territory; that is, that they 
| were 
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were: ſettling before-hand the manner of their diſem. 
barkalion. 

He then, by the direction of this conductor, recon- 
noitred them through the key- hole, and perceived the 
ſovereign and his miniſter fitting on the oppoſite 
ſides of a deal board table, covered with a large chart 
or map, upon which he ſaw a great number of mu{- 


cle and oyſter-ſhells, ranged in a certain order, and 


at a little diſtance, ſeveral. regular ſquares. and co- 


lumus made of cards cut in ſmall pieces. The 2 


himſelf, whoſe eyes were reinforced. by ſpectacles, 
ſurveyed this armament with great attention, while 
the general put the whole in _— and conducted 
their motions by beat of drum. The muſcle-ſhells. 


according to Minikin's explanation, repreſented the 


tranſports, the oyſter-ſhells were conſidered as the 
men of war that covered the troops in landing, and 
the pieces of card exhibited the different bodies into 
which. the army was formed upon its diſembarka- 
tion. | 


As an affair of ſuch conſequence could not be tranſ- 


acted without oppoſition, they had provided divers 
ambuſcades, conſiſting of the enemy, whom they re- 
preſented by grey peaſe: and accordingly general Ma- 
cleaver perceiving the ſaid grey peaſe marching along 


ſhore, to attack: his forces before they. could be drawn | 


up in battalia, thus addreſſed himſelf to the oyſter 
ſhells in an audible voice: Vou men of war, don't 
© you ſee the. front of the enemy advancing, and the 
© reſt of the detachment following out of fight ? 
Arrah! the devil burn you, why don't you come 
6. aſhore and open your batterics?* So ſaying, he 
puſhed the ſhells towards the beach, performed the 


cannonading with the voice, the grey peaſe were ſoon 


put in confuſion, the general was beat, the cards mar- 
ched forwards in order of battle, and the enemy hav- 
ing retreated with great precipitation, they took paſ- 
fcilion.of their ground without further difficulty. 


” CHAP, 
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He contemplates majeſty and its ſatellites in eclip/e. . 

THIS expedition being happily finiſhed, general 


Macleaver put the whole army, navy, tranſ- 
orts, and ſcene of action into a canvas bag, the prince 
unſaddled his noſe, and captain Minikin being ad- 
mitted, our hero was introduced in form. Very gra- 
cious was the reception he met with from his majeſty, 
who, with a moſt - princely demeanour, welcomed 
him-to court, and even ſeated him on his right hand, 
in token of particular regard. True it is, this pre- 
ſence chamber was not ſo ſuperb, nor the appear- 
ance of the king ſo magnificent, as to render ſuch 
an honour intoxicating to any perſon of our hera's 
coolneſs and diſcretion; in lieu of tapeſtry, the 
apartment was hung with halfpeany. ballads, a truckle- 
bed without curtains ſupplied the place of a canopy, 
and inſtead of a crown his majeſty wore a woollen 
pight-cap. Vet, in ſpite of — diſadvantages, there 
was an air of dignity in his deportment, and a nice 
phyſiognomiſt would have perceived ſomething ma- 
Ma- Jeſtic in the features of his countenance, 
He was certainly a perſonage of a very prepoſſeſ- 
ſing mien, bis manners were engaging ; his converſa- 
ter tion agrecable, and any man whoſe heart was ſub- 
ject to the meltings of humanity, would have deplored 
the bis diſtreſs, and lo ked upon him as a moſt pathetic 
\t > inſtance of that miſerable reverſe to which all human 
grandeur is expoſcd. His fall was cven greater than 
he chat of Beliſarius, who after having obtained many glo- 
the rious victories over the enemies of his country, is faid 
to have been reduced to ſuch extremity of indigence, 


Ka that in his old age, when he was deprived of bis eye 
avs ſight, he ſat upon the high-way like a common men. 


of. © 4$cant, imploring the charity of paſſengers in the pi. 
teous exclamation of Date obolum 2 that is, 
* Spare a ſarthing to your poor old ſoldier Beli ſarius.“ 
P. I ſay, this general's ae” was not ſo remarkable 
14 9 ag 
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as that of Theodore, becauſe he was the ſervant of 

Juſtinian, confequently his fortune depended upon the 
nod of that emperor: whereas the other actually poſ. 

ſeſſed the throne of ſovereignty by the beſt of all ti. 

tles, namely, the unanimous eleftion of the people 
over whom he reigned, and attracted the «x of all 

Europe, by the efforts he made in breaking the bands 

of oppreſſion, and vindicating that liberty which is 
the birthright of man. 

The Eonghſh of former days, alike renowned for gene- 
roſity and valour, treated th#ſe hoſtile princes, whoſe 
fate it was to wear their chains, with ſuch delicacy 

of benevolence, as even diſpelled the horrors of cap - 
tivity ; but their poſterity of this refined age feel no 
compunktion at ſeeing an unfortunate monarch, their 
former friend, ally, and partizan, Janguiſh amidſt 
the miſeries of a loathſome gaol, for a paultry debt 
contrafted in their own fervice. * But, moralizing 
apart, our hero had not long converſed with this ex- ¶ ſtoc 
tiaordinary debtor, who in his preſent condition aſ- Whoc 
ſumed no other title than that of Baron, than he per- We aſt 
ceived in him a fpirit of Quixotiſm, which all his ex- Wwh 
rience, together with the viciſſitudes of his fortune, ¶ tor 
Pu not been able to overcome; not that his ideas MW his 
ſoared to ſuch a pitch of extravagant hope as that 
which took poſſeſſion of his meſsmates, who frequent. 
iy quazrelled one with another about the degrees of I he: 
favour to which they ſhould be intitled after the king's 
reſtoration : but he firmly believed that affairs would WW etc 
ſpeedily take ſuch a tun in Italy, as would point 
out to the Engliſh court the expediency of employing ter 
him again: and this perſuaſion ſeemed to ſupport 
him agaiaſt every ſpecies of poverty and mortificati- I lec 


On. di 

While they were buſy in trimming the balance of pl 
power on the other ſide of the Alps, their delibera- un 
tions were interrupted by ihe arrival of a ſcullion, Wl tic 


who came to receive their orders touching the bill of 
fare for dinner, and his majeſty found much mere if 


- 
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difficulty in fettling this important concern, than in 


eompromiſing all the difference between the empe- 


ror and the queen of Spain, At length, however, 
general Macleaver undertook the office of purveyor 
for his prince ; captain Minikin inſiſted upon 2 


the count, and in a little time the table was covere 


with a cloth, which, for the ſake of my delicate rea- 
ders, I ſhall not attempt to deſcribe. 

At this period, they were jomed by Sir Mungo 
Barebones, who, having found means to purchaſe a 
couple of mutton chops, had cooked a melts of brotit, 
which he now brought in a ſaucepan to the general 
endezyous: this was the moſt b 8r ob ject which: 
had hitherto preſented itſelf to the eyes of Fathom x: 
being naturally of meagre habit, he was, by iadigence 
and hard ſtudy, wore almoſt to the bone, and ſo bend- 
ed towards the earth, that in walking his body de- 
ſcribed at leaſt 150 degrees of a circle. The want of 
ſtockings and ſhoes he ſupplied with a jockey ſtraight 
boot and an half-jack, His thighs ind middle were- 
caſed, in. a monſtrous pair of brown trunk breeches, 
which the keeper bought for his uſe from the execu- 
tor of a Dutch ſeaman who had lately died in the jail :. 
his ſhirt retained no ſigns of its originalcolour, his body 
was ſhrouded in an old greaſy tattered plaid night- 
gown : a blue and white handkerchief ſurrounded his. 
head, and his looks betokened that immenſe load. 
of care, which he had voluntarily incurred for the 
eternal ſalvation of ſinners. Yet this figure, uncouth 
as it, was, made his compliments to our adventurer in. 
terms of the moſt elegant addreſs, and in the courſe of. 
converſation diſcloſed a great fund. of valuable know- 
ledge. He had appeared in the great world, and bore 
divers offices of Ader and truſt with univerſal ap- 
plauſe: his courage was undoubted, his morals were 
unimpeached, and his perſon held in great venera- 
tion and eſteem; When his, evil genius engaged him 
in the ſtudy of Hebrew, and the myſteries of the Jew- 
ich religion, which fairly diſordered his brain, and 

B. 2 rendered 
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1 rendered him incapable of managing his temporal af. 

. fairs. When he ought to have been employed in the 
functions of his poſt, he was always wrapt in viſionary 
conferences with Moſes on the mount ; rather than re. 
gulate the œconomy of his houſehold, he choſe to 
exert his endeavours in ſettling the precife meaning 
of the word £lo/im; and having diſcovered that now 
the period was come, when the Jews and Gentile 
would be converted, he poſtponed every other con- 
ſideration, in order to facilitate that great and glorious 
event, 


[ By this time, Ferdinand had ſeen every member of — 
F the club, except the French chevalier, who ſeemeiſſi and 
| | to be quite neglected by the fociety ; for his name ont 
01 was not once mentioned during this communication, lie, 

4 and they ſat down to dinner, without aſking whether his | 
he was dead or alive. The king having regaled himſe A 
with a plate of oxcheek ; the major, who complained - 
that his appetite had forſaken him, amuſed himſelf with dige 
ſome forty hards eggs, malaxed with falt-butter ; the —_ 

knight indulged upon his ſoup and bouille, and the pro 
captain 8 our adventurer with a neck of veal f = 
roaſted with potatoes; but before Fathom could make I 
uſe of his knife and fork, he was ſummoned to the ty 


door, where he found the chevalier in great agitation, 
his eyes ſparkling like coals of fire. 
Our hero was not a little ſurprized at this appari- 


[3 tion, who having aſked pardon. for the freedom he far 
had uſed, obſerved, that underſtanding the count w as HL 

e foreigner, he could not diſpenſe with appeai:ng o en 
him concerning an outrage he had ſuffered from tl hir 

15 keeper, who, without any regard to his rank or mil- Ro 
_ fortunes, had been baſe enough to refufe him crediſ 20 

for a few neceſfaries, until he could have a remittance = 

from his ſteward, in France; he therefore conjuredſ 

count Fathom, as a ſtranger and nobleman like him: 87 


ſelf, to be the meſſenger of defiance, which he refol- 
ved to ſend to that brutal gaoler, that for the future 
4.4 BR . | | ' | "he 
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e might learn to make proper diſtinctions in the ex- 

1 7 eciſe of his function. 1} 
; the Fathom, who had no inclination to offend this cho- 
. eric Frenchman, aſſured him that he might depend 
" * on his friendſhip; and, in the mean time, prevail- 
Y 0 upon him to accept of a {mall ſapply, in conſe- 
quence of which he procured a pound of ſauſages, 
and joined the reſt of the coohmony without delay; 


e to 
nins 
3 


ron naking a very ſuitable addition to ſuch an aſſemblage 
C of raritics. Tho? his age did not exceed thirty years, 
? 8 is beard, which was of a brindled hue, flowed down, 


ike Aaron's, to his middle: upon his legs he wore, 
red ſtockings rolled up over the joint of the knee, his 
breeches were blue drab with vellum button holes, 
and garters of gold lace, his waiſt-coat of ſcarlet, his 
coat of nuſty black cloth, his hair twiſted into a ramel- 
lie, hung down to his rump, of the colour of jet, and 
his hat was adorned with a white feather. | 
This original had formed many ingenious ſchemes 
to increaſe the glory and grandcur of France, but was 
diſcouraged by cardinal Fleury, who, in all appear- 
ance jealous of his great talents, not only rejected his 
projects, but even ſent him to priſon, on pretence of 
being offended at his impertinence. Perceiving that, 
like the prophet, he had no honour in his own coun- 
try, he no ſooner obtained his releaſe, than he retired. 
to England, where he was prompted by his philan- 
{& thropy to propoſe an expedient to our miniltry, which 
| heli woul have {ſaved a vaſt effuſion of blood and trea- 
ſure; this was an agreement between the queen of 
Hungary and the late emperor, to decide their pre- 
tenſions by a ſingle combat; in which caſe he offered 
himſelf as the Bavarian champion, but in this endea- 
u Your he alſo proved. unſucceſsful ; then turning his 
attention to the delights of poetry, be became ſo ena- 
maured of the muſe, that he negletted every other 
conſideration; and ſhe, as. uſual, gradually conducted 
him to the authors . goal ; 2 place of reſt 
pr $7 $38 3 ap- 
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appointed for all thoſe ſinners whom the profane love 
of poeſy hath led aſtra ß. | | 
| CHAP. XII. 


One quarrel is compromiſed, and another decided, by un- 
v/ual arms, | 


- 


A MONG other topics of converſation that were 
diſcuſſed at this genial meeting, Sir Mungo's 
ſcheme was brought upon the carpet by his majeſty, 
who was graciouſly pleaſed to aſk how his ſubſcrip- 
tion filled ? To this interrogation the knight anſwered, 
that he met with great oppoſition from a ſpirit of le- 
vity and ſelf-concgit, which ſeemed to prevail in this 
generation; but, that no difficulties ſhould diſcourage 
him from perſevering in his duty, and he truſted in 
God, that 1n a very little time he ſhall be able to con- 
ſutie and overthrow the falſe philoſophy of the mo- 
derns, and to reſtore the writinzs of Moſes to that 


* pre-eminence and veneration which is due to an in- 


ſpired author, He ſpoke of the immortal Newton 
with infinite contempt, and undertook to extract from 
the Pentateuch a ſyſtem of chronology which would 
aſcertain the progreſs of time ſince the fourth day of 
the creation to the preſent hour; with ſuch exactneſs, 
that not one vibration of a pendulum ſhould be loſt! 
nay, he affirmed that the perfection of all arts and 
ſciences might be attained by ſtudying theſe ſacred 
memoirs; and that he'himfelt did not deſpair of learn- 
ing from them the art of tranſmuting baſer metals in- 
wo ll. 
The chevalier, though he did not pretend to con- 
tradict theſe aſſertions, was too much attached to his 
on religion td acquieſce in the knight's project of 
828 Jews and the Gentiles to the proteſtant 
hereſy, which, he ſaid, God Almighty would never 
ſuffer to triumph over the intereſts of his own holy 
catholic church. This objection produced abundanee 
of altercation between two very unequal diſputants, 
aud 
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and the Frenchman, finding himſelf puzzled by the 
learning of his antagoniſt, had recourie to the argue 
mentum ad hominem, by laying his hand upon his ſword, 
and declaring that be was ready to loſe the laſt drop 
of his blood in oppoſition to ſuch a damaable ſcheme. 
Sir Mungo, though in all appearance reduced to the 
laſt ſtage of animal exiſtence, no ſooner beard this 
ere ¶ epithet applied to his plan, than his eyes gleamed like 
20's Il lightaing; he ſprung from his ſeat with the agility of 
ty, Nagraſs-hopper, and darting himſelf out at the door, like 
ip- ¶ an arrow from a bow, re- appeared in a moment with 
ed, z long ruſty weapon, which might have been ſhewn -, 
le- among a collection of rarities as the ſword of Guy 
his earl of Warwick. This implement he brandiſhed 
age over the chevalier's head, with the dexterity of au old 
in prize-figbter, exclaiming, in the French language, 
on- © Thou art a profane wretch marked out for the ven- 
10« « geance of heaven, whoſe unworthy miniſter I am; 
vat and here thou ſhalt fall by the ſword of tne Lord and 
in- © of Gideon.“ | | | * 
on The chevalier, unterrified by this dreadful ſalutation, 
m deſired he would accompany him to a niore conveni- 
Id ent place; and the world might have been deprived - 
of of one or both theſe knights-errant, had not general 
ſs, Macleaver, at the deſire of his majeſty, interpoſed, 
t! and found means to bring matters to an accommoda- 
d tion. 


d In the afternoon, the ſociety was viſited by the 
n- major's couſin and her daughters, wha no ſooner ap- 
n- | peared, than they were recognized by our adventurer; | 
and his acquaintance with them renewed in ſuch a 
1- manner as alarmed the delicacy of captain Minikin, 
is who in the evening repaired to the count's apartment, 
»f and, with à very formal phyſognomy, accoſted him 
ot in theſe words; Sir, I beg 1 . for this intruſion ; 
r but I come to conſult you about au affair in which 
y © my honour is concerned ; and a ſoldier without ho- 
e 


© nour, you know, is no better than a body without a 
„ „„ ſoul 
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* foul. I have always admired that ſpeech of Hot- 


| + ſpur in the firit part of Henry the Fourth. 


« By heaven, methinks it were an eafy leap 
« To pluck bright honour from the pale-fac'd 
moon: 
« Or dive into the bottom of the deep, 
Where fathom-line could never touch the ground, 
And pluck up drowned honour by the locks.” — 


There is a boldneſs and eaſe in the expreſſion, and 
the images are very pictureſque. But, without any 
further preamble; pray, fir, give me leave to aſk how 
long you have been acquainted with thoſe ladies, who 
drank tea wuh us this afternoon? You'lt forgive the 
queſtion, fir, when I tell you that major Macleaver 
introduced Mrs. Minikin to them, as to ladies of cha- 
rafter, and, I don't know how fir, I have a fort of 
Preſentiment that my wife has been impoſed upon. 
Perhaps I may be miſtaken, and God grant I may. 
But there was a je ne ſcat guoy in their behaviour to- 


IF day, which begins to alarm my ſuſpicion. Sir, I have 


nothing but my reputation to depend upon; and I 


hope you will excuſe me, when I earneſtly beg to 


know what rank they maintain in life.“ 

Fathom, without minding the conſequence; told him 
with a ſimper, that he knew. them to be very good- 
natured ladies. who devoted themſelves to the happi- 
neſs of mankind, This explanation had no ſooner 
eſcaped from his lips, than the captain's face began to 
glow with indignation, his eyes ſeemed burſting from 
their ſpheres, he ſwelled to twice his natural dimen- 
ſions, and raiſing himſelf on his tiptoes, pronounced, 
in a ſtrain that emulated thunder, Blood! fir, you 
* ſtem to make very light of the matter; bur it is no 
joke to me, I'll aſſure you: and Macleaver ſhall fee 
* that I am not to be afftonted with impunity.” Sir, 
„ ſhall take it as a ſingular favour; if you will be the 
+ Bearer of a billet to him, which I ſhall won in 
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© three words; nay, fir, you muſt give me leave to 
inſiſt upon it, as you are the only gentleman of our 
* meſs, whom I can intruſt with an affair of this na- 
ture.“ 

Fathom, rather than run the riſque of diſobliging 
ſuch a punRilious warrior, after having in vain at- 
tempted to diſſuade him for his purpoſe, undertook to 
carry the challenge, which was ummediately penned 
in theſe words: | 


6ST] 

© You have violated my honour in impoſing upon 
© Mrs. Minikin your pretended couſins, as ladies of: 
virtue and reputation; I therefore demand ſuch ſa- 
© tisfaCtion as a ſoldier ought to receive, and expect 
you wiil adjuſt with my friend count Fathom the 
6 ow upon which you ſhall be met by the much in- 
jured. 

' © GoLtan Minixing” 


This morceau being ſealed and directed, was forth-- 


with carried by our adventurer to the lodgings: of the: 
major, who had by this-time retired to reſt, but hear- 
ing the count's voice, he got up and opened the door 

in cuer po, to the aſtoniſhment of Ferdinand, who had 
never before ſeen ſuch an Herculean figure, He made 


' an apology for receiving the count in his- birth-day 


ſuit, to which he ſaid he was-reduced'by the heat of 
his conſtitution, though he might have aſſigned a more 
adequate cauſe, by owning that his ſhirt was in the 
<4 4 of his-waſher-woman; then ſhrouding himſelf 
in a blanket, deſired to know what had-proeured him 
the honour: of ſuch an extraordinary. viſit. He read: 
the letter with great compoſure, like a-man accuſtom- 
ed to ſuch intercourſe; then addreſſing himſelf to the 
bearer, * Ewill be after diverting the gentleman,” 
faid he, * in-any manner he ſhall think Hou but 
05 . no place for ſuch amuſements; be- 
cauſe, as you well know, my dear count, if both: 
| 83 + ſhouldi 


* 
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fſhould be killed by the chance of war, neither of us 
© will be able to eſcape; and after the breath is out of 
© his body, he will make but a ſorry excuſe to his 
family and friends, - But, that is no concern of 
* mine, and therefore I am ready to pleaſe him in his 
© Own way.“ 

Fathom approved of his remarks, which he rein. 
Forced with ſundry conſiderations to the ſame purpole, 
and begged the aſſiſtance of the mayor's advice, in 
finding ſome expedicnt to terminate the affair without 
bloodſhed, that no troubleſome conſequences might 
enſue either to him or to his antagoniſt, who, in ſpite 
of this overſtraining formality, ſee med to be a perſon 
of worth and good nature. With all my heart,” 
ſaid the generous Hibernian, I have a great regard 
for the liitle man, and my own character is not to 
+ ſeek at this time of day. I have ſerved a long ap- 

© -prenticeſhip to fighting, as this ſame carcaſe can 
teſtify, and if he:compels me to run him through the 
body, by my ſhoul I ſhall do it in a friendly manner.“ 

So ſaying, he threw aſide the blanket, and diſplayed 
cars and Yeams innumerable upon his body, which 
appeared like an old patched leathern doublet. * I 

remember, proceeded this champion, when I 
* was a ſlave at Algiers, Murphy Macmorris and I 


upon which he bade me turn out. Arrah for what? 
laid 4, here are no weapons that a gentleman can 
uſe, and you would not be ſuch a negro as to box 
like an Engliſh car man. After he had puzzled him- 
elf for ſame time, he propoſed that we ſhould te- 
tire into a cozner, and funk one another with brim- 
Rone, till one. of us ſhould give out. According] 
we crammed half a dozen of tobacco- pipes wit 


* i» » i co 0 2b ith 


and kept a conſtant fire, until Macmorris dropped 
down then I tarew away my pipe, and taking poor 

8 NA in my arms, What, ate you dead?“ ſaid 
I, * if you are dead, ſpeak,” 4 No, by Jefus!” 
cried 
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* 


heppened to have ſome difference in the bagmo; | 


{ulphar, and ſetting foot to foot, began to imoke, - 
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cried he, „I an't dead, but I'm ſpeechleſs.” So- 
© he owned I had obtained the victory, and we were 
© as good friends as ever. Now, if Mr. Mimkin: 
© thinks proper to- put the affair upon the ſame iſſue, 
© I will ſmoke a pipe of brimſtone with him to- mo- 
© row morning, and if I cry out firſt, I will be aſter 
aſking pardon for this fuppoſed-affront.” 

Fathom could not help laughing at the propoſal, 
to which, however, he objected on account of Mi- 
mkin's delicate conſtitution, which might ſuffer more 
detriment from breathing in an atmoſphere of ſul- 
phar, than from the diſcharge of a piſtol, or the 
thruſt of a ſmall ſword!" He therefore ſuggeſted an- 
other expedient in lieu of the ſulphur, namely, the 
gum called aſſa ſœtida, which; theugh abundantly 
nauſeous, could have no effect upon the infirm; te. 
ture of the lieutenant's lungs. This hint being re- 
liſhed by the major, our adventurer returned to his- 
principal, and having repeated the other's arguments 
againſt the uſe of mortal inſtruments deſcribed the 
ſuccedaneum which he had concerted with Mecleaver, 
The captain at firſt believed the ſcheme was calcu- 
lated for ſubjecting him to the ridicule of his fellowe 
priſoners, and began to ftorm with great violence; 
but, by the aſſurances and addreſs of Fathom, he 
was at length reconciled to the plan, and prepara- 
tions were made on each fide for this duel; which was 
actually ſmoaked next day, about noon, in a \malk 
cloſet, detached from the challenger's apartment, and, 
within hearing of bis- majeſty and all his court, aſ- 
ſembled as witneſſes and umpires of the conteſt. 

The combatants, being locked up together, began 
to ply their engines with great fury, and it was not 
long before captain Minikin perceived he had a ma- 
nifeſt advantage over his antagoniſt. For his organs 
were familiarized to the efluvia of this drug, which 
he had frequently uſed in the courſe of an hypochon- 
driac diſorder; whereas Macleaver, who was a ſtran- 
ger to. all forts of medicine, by his wry faces and at- 

ö B 6 | tempts 
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tempts to puke, expreſſed the utmoſt abhorrence of 
the ſmell that invaded his noſtrils. Nevertheleſs, re- 
ſolved to hold out to the laſt extremity, he continued 
in action until the cloſet was filled with ſuch an in- 
tolerable vapour as diſcompoſed the whole.aconomy 
of his intrails, and compelled him to diſgorge his 
'breakfaſt in the face of his opponent, whole nerves 
were ſo diſconcerted by this diſagreeable and unfore- 
een diſcharge, that he fell back into his chair in a 
oon, and the major: bellowed aloud for aſſiſtance. 
The door being opened, he ran directly to the win- 
dow, to inhale the freſh air, while the captain, re- 
covering from his fit, complained of Maclcaver's 
unfair proceedings, and demanded juſtice uf the ar- 
'burators, who decided in his favour ; and the mayor 
being prevailed-upen to afk pardon for having intro- 
duced Mrs, Minikin to women of rotten reputation, 
the parties were reconciled to each other, and peace 
and concord re-eſtabliſhed in the meſs. 

Fathom acquired univerſal applauſe for his diſcreet 
and humane conduct upon this occaſion; and that 
ſame afternoon had an opportunity of ſeeing the lady 
in whoſe cauſe he bad exerted.himſeif. He was pre- 
'fented to her as the huſband's particular friend, and 
when ſhe underſtood how much ſhe was indebted to 
his care and concern {or the captain's ſafety, ſhe 
treated him with uncommon marks of diſtinction ; 
and he found her a genteel well-bred woman, not 
without a good ſhare of perſonal charms, aud a well 
Cultivated underitanding. 


, OE APC . 


An unexpefted rencounter, and an happy revolution in the 
affairs of our adventurer. 

Ns ſhe did not lodge within the precincts of this 
garriſon, ſhe was one day, after tea, conducted 
to the gate by the captain and the count, and juſt as 
they approached the turnkey's ladge, our hero's eyes 
were ſtruck with the apparition of his old compa- 
nion 
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nian Renaldo, ſon of his benefaftor and patron the 
count de Melville. What were the emotions of his 
ſoul, when he ſaw that young gentleman enter the 
priſon, and advance towards him, after having ſpoke 
to the gaoler ! He never doubted that, being iuſorm- 
cd of his confinement, he was came to upbraid him 
with his villainy and ingratitude, and he in vain en- 
deavoured to recollect himſelf from that terror and 
guilty confuſion which his appearance had inſpired ; 
when the ſtranger, lifting up his eyes, ſtarted back 
with figns of extreme amazement, and, after a con- 
fiderable pauſe, exclaimed, * Heaven and earth! Sure, 
my eyes do not deceive me! is not your name Fa- 
« thom? It is, it muſt, be my old friend and compa- 
nion, the loſs of whom I have fo long regretted!” 
With theſe words he ran towards our adventuier, and 
while he claſped him in his arms, with all the eager- 
neſs of affection, proteſted that this was one of the 
happieſt days he had ever ſeen. _ 

Ferdinand, who from this_ ſalutation concluded 
himſelf ſtill in poſſeſſion of Renaldo's good opinion, 
was not deficient in expreſſions of tenderneſs and. 
joy; he returned his embraces with equal — the 
tears trickled dewn his cheeks, and that pertubation, 
which proceeded from conſcious perfidy and fear, 
was miſtaken by the unſuſpecting CLONE for the 
ſheer effects of love, gratitude, and ſurprize, . Theſe 
firſt tranſports having ſubſided, they adjourned to the 
lodgings of Fathom, who ſoon recollected his ſpirits 
and invention ſo well as to amuſe the other with a 
feigned tale of his having been taken by the French, 
ſent priſoner into Champaigne, from whence he had, 
written many letters to count Melville and his ſon, 
ol whom he could hear no tidings; of his having, 
contrafted an intimacy with a young nobleman of 
France, who died in the flower of his age, after hav- 
ing, in token of friendſhip, bequeathed to him a con- 
ſiderable legacy : by this he had been enabled to viſit 
the land of his forefathers in the character of a gen- 
; | tleman, 
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tlemen, which he had ſupported with ſome figure, 
until he was betrayed into a misfortune that exhauſted 
His funds, and drove him to the ſpot where he was 
now found: and he folemnly declared, that, far from 
_ forgetting the obligation he owed to count Melville, 
or renouncing the friendfhip of Renaldo, he had ac- 
tilally reſolved to fet out for Germany on his return 
to the houſe of his 'patron in the beginning of the 
week, poſterior to that in which he had been arreſted, 

* Young Melville, whoſe own heart had never known- 
the inſtigations of fraud, e! believed the ſto- 
ry and proteſtations of Fathom; and though he would 
not juſtify that part of his conduct by which the term 
of his good fortune was abridged, he could not help 
excuſing an indiſcretion into Which he had been hur- 
ried by the precipitancy of youth, and the allure- 
ments of an artful woman: nay, with the utmoſt 
warmth of friendſhip, he undertook to wait upon. 
Trapwell, and endeavour to ſoften him into ſome 
reaſonable terms of compoſition. 

* Fathom. ſeemed to be quite overwhelmed with a 
deep ſenſe of all this goodneſs, and affected the moſt 
eager impatience to know the particulars of Renaldo's 
fate fince their unhappy ſeparation ; more eſpecially 
his errand to this uncomfortable place, which he 
ſhauld henceforth revere as the providential ſcene 
of their re-union : nor did he forget to enquire, in. 
the molt affectionate and dutiful manner, about the 
ſituation of his noble parents and amiable ſiſter. 

At mention of theſe names, Renaldo, fetching a 
deep ſigh, Alas! my friend,“ faid he, the count is 
Ina more; and what aggravates my affliction for the 
loſs of ſuch a. father, it was my misfortune to be 
© under his diſpleaſure at the time of his death. 
„Had I been preſent on that melancholy occafion, 
© fo well T knew. bis generoſity, and. paternal tender- 
| © nefs, that ſure Tam, he would in his laſt moments 
* bave forgiven an only ſon, whoſe life had been a 
© continual effort to render himſelf worthy of ſuch a 
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parent, and whoſe crime was no other than an ho- 
nourable paſhon for the moſt meritorious of her 
ſex. But I was removed at a fatal diſtance from 
him, and doubtleſs my conduct muſt have been in- 
vidiouſly miſrepreſented. Be that as it will, my 
mother has again given her hand in wedlock to 
count Trebaſi; by whom I have the mortiſication 
to be informed that I am totally excluded from my 
father's ſucceſſion; and I learn from other qua- 
ters, that my filter is barbarouſly treated by this in- 
human father-in-law. Grant heaven I may ſoon 
have an opportunity of expoſtulating with the ty- 
rant upon that ſubject !' 

So ſaying, his checks glowed, and his eyes light- 
enced with reſentment. Then he thus proceeded : 

My coming hither to-day, was with a view to 
© viſit a poor female relation, from whom 1 yeſter- 
day received a letter deſcribing her molt deplora- 
ble ſituation, and ſoliciting my aſſiſtance: but the 
* turnkey affirms, that there is no ſuch perſon in the 
jail; and 1 was on my Way to conſult. the keeper, 
© when I was agreeably ſurpriſed with the ſight of 
+ my dear Fathom.” 

Our adventurer having wiped irom his eyes the 
tears which were produced by the news of his wor- 
thy patron's death, deſired to know the name of that 
afflicted priſoner in whoſe behalf he intereſted him- 
elf ſo much, and Renaldo produced the letter, ſub- 
ſcribed your unfortunate couſin Helen Melville. This 
pretended relation, after having explained the degree 
of conſanguinity which ſhe and the count ſtood in to 
each other, and occaſionally mentioned ſome anec- 
dotes of the family in Scotland, gave him to under- 
ſtand, that ſhe had married a merchant of London, 
who, by reprated "ple in trade, had been reduced 
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to indigence, and xfterwards confined in priſon, 


where: he then lay a breathleſs cotſe, having left her 


in the utmoſt extremity. of wretchedneſs and Want, 
With two young children in the fmall-pox, and an 
incurable 
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incurable cancer in one of her own breaſts. Indeed, ” 
the picture ſhe drew was ſo moving, and her expref- ws 
fiens ſo ſenſibly pathetic, that no perſon whoſe heart 4 
was. not altogether callous, could peruſe it without ol 


emotion. Renaldo had ſent two guineas by the mel. 
fenger; whom ſhe had repreſented as a truſty ſervant, * 
whoſe fidelity had been proof againſt all the diſtreſs 


of her miſtreſs :; and he was now arrived; in order 5 
to reinforce his bounty. of 


Fathom, in the conſciouſneſs of 1 
immediately comprehended the ſcheme of this letter, 
and confidently aſſured him; that no ſuch perſon re- 
fided in the-prifon, or in any other place: and when 
his friend applied for information to the keeper, 

' theſe aſſurances were confirmed: and that ſtern jani- 

tor told him, he had been impoſed upon by a ſtale 

trick which was often practiſed upon ſtrangers, by 

a ſet of ſharpers, who make it their buſineſs to pick 

up hints of intelligence relating to private families, 

upon which they build ſuch ſuperſtructures of fraud 
and impoſition. | 
However piqued the young Hungarian might be 
to find himfelf duped in this manner, he rejoiced at 
the occaſion which had thrown Fathom in his way; 
and after having made him a tender of his-purſe, took 
his leave, on purpoſe to wait upon Trapwell, who 


Was not quite ſo untraftable as an enraged. cuckold x 
commonly is; for by this time he had accompliſhed 5 
the beſt part of his aim, which was to be divorced b 
from his wiſe, and was fully convinced that the de- 5 
fendant was no more than a-needy adventuter, O 2 
in all probability would be releaſed by an act of par- x 
Jiament for the benefit of in ſolvent debtors; in which 
caſe he (the plaintiff) would-reap no folid advantage s 
from his impriſonment. FEEL I 
He therefore liſtened to the remonſtrances of the , 
mediator, and aſter much canvaſſing agreed to diſ- ; 
charge the defendant in conſideration of two hundred 


pounds, which were immediately paid by count 
ee *. | Melville, 


| which they ſuff 
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Melville, who. by this deduction was reduced to ſome- 
what leſs than thirty. 

Nevertheleſs he cheerfully beggared himſelf in 
behalf of his friend, for whoſe releaſe he forthwith 
obtained an order ; and next day our adventurer hav- 
ing bid a formal adieu to his fellows in diſtreſs, and 
in particular to his * for whole reſtoration his 
prayers were preferred, he quitted the jail, and ac- 
companied his deliverer, with all the outward marks 
of unutterable gratitude ani eſteem. 

Surely, if-his heart had been made of penetrable 
fluff, it would have been touched by the circumſtan- 
ces of this redemption: but had not his ſoul been in- 
vincible to all ſuch attacks, theſe memoirs would poſe | 
ſibly never have ſeen the light. » 

When they arrived at Renaldo's lodgings, that 
young gentleman honouted him with other proofs of 
confidence and friend{hipy by giving him a circum- 
ſtantial detail of all the adventures in which he had 
been engaged after Fathom's defertion from che im- 
perial camp. He told him, that immediately after 


| the war was finiſhed, his father had preſſed him to a 


very advantageous match, with which. he would have 
complied, though his heart was not at alt concerned, 
had not he been inflamed wich the deſire of ſeeing the 
world before he could: take any ſtep towards a ſettle- 
ment for life ; that he had ſignified his ſentime nis on 
this head to the count, who: oppoſed them with un- 
uſual obſtinacy, as produftive of a delay which might 
be fatal to his propoſal : for which reaſon he had 
retired incognito from his. family, and travelled 
through ſundry Rates and countries in a diſguiſe. by 
which he eluded the inquirics of his parents. 

That in the courſe of theſe peregrinations he was 
captivated by the irreſiſlible charms of a young lady, 


on whoſe heart he had the good fortune to make a 


tender impreſſion: that their mutual love had ſub- 
jected both to many dangers and difficulties, during 
wed a cruel ſeparation; ater the tors 

ments 
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o_ . 


duced to that hidden treaſure of which Renaldo bad 


ments of which, he had happily found her in Eng- 
land, where ſhe now lived entirely cut off from her 
native country and connexions, and deſtitute of every 
other reſource but his honour, love and protection: 
and finally, that he was determined to combat his 
own defires, how violent ſoever they might be, until 
he ſhould have made ſome ſuitable proviſion for the 
conſequences of a ſtrifter union with the miſtreſs 


ol his ſoul, that he might not, by a precipitate mar- 


Triage, ruin the perſon whom he adored. 

This end he propoſed to attain, by an application 
to the court of Vienna, which, he did not doubt, 
would have ſome regard to his own ſervice and that 
of-his father; and thither he reſolved to repair with 
the firſt opportunity, now that he had found a friend 
with whom he could intruſt the ineſtimable jewel of 
his heart. | i 

He likewiſe gave our hero to underſtand, that he 
had been eight months in England, during which he 
had lived in a frugal manner, that he might not un- 
neceſſarily exhauſt the money he had been able to 
raiſe upon his own credit; that hitherto he had been 


obliged to defer his departure for Germany, on ac- 
count of his attendance upon the mother of his miſ- 


treſs, Who was lately dead of ſorrow and chagrin; 


and that ſince he reſided in London, he had often 
heard of the celebrated count Fathom, though he 


never imagined that his friend Ferdinand could be 
diſtinguiſhed by that appellation. 


CHAP, XLIII. 
Fathom juſtifies the proverb, * What's bred in the bone 
| * will never come out of the fleſh.” 1 6 


> OME circumſtances of this converſation made a 
deep impreſſion upon the mind of our adventu- 

rer, who nevertheleſs concealed his emotions from 
the knowledge of his friend, and was next day intro- 


ſpoken 
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ſpoken with ſach rapture and adoration. It was not 
without reaſon he had expatiated upon the perſonal 
attractions of this young lady, whom (for the preſent) 
we ſhall call Monimia, a name that implies her or- 
phan ſituation. When ſhe entered the room, even 
Fathom, whoſe eyes had been ſated with beauty, was 
ſtruck dumb with admiration, and could ſcarce re- 
collect himſelf ſo far as to perform the ceremony of 
his intioduction. 

She ſeemed to be about the age of eighteen: her 
ſtature was tall; her motion graceful ; a knot of arti- 
ficial flowers reſtrained the luxuriancy of her fine 
black hair that flowed in ſhining ringlets a-down her 
ſnowy neck. The contour of her face was oval; her 
forehead remarkably high; her complexion clean 
and delicate, though not florid; and her eyes were 
ſo piercing as to ſtrike the foul of every beholder: 
yet, upon this occaſion, one half of their vivacity 
was eclipſcd by a languiſhing air of melancholy con- 
cern; which, while it in a manner ſheathed the edge 
of her beauty, added a moſt engaging ſweetneſs to 
her looks: in ſhort, every feature was elegantly per- 
fet ; and the harmony of the whole raviſhing and 
delightful. 

It was eaſy to perceive the mutual ſentiments of 
the two lovers, at meeting, by the pleaſure that ſen- 
ſibly diffuſed itſelf in the countenances of both. Fa- 
thom was received by her as the intimate friend of 
her admirer, whom ſhe had often heard of in terms 
of the moſt ſincere affection; and the converſation 
was carried on in the Italian language, becauſe ſhe 
was a foreigner, who had not as yet made a great” 
proficiency in the knowledge of the Engliſh tongue, 
Her underſtanding was ſuch as, inſtead of diminiſn- 
ing, reinforced the prepoſſeſſion which was inſpired 
by her appearance; and if the ſum total of her charms 
could not melt the heart, it at leaſt excited the appe- 
tite of Fathom to ſuch a degree, that he gazed upon 
her with ſuch violence of deſue as had never tranſ- 

nn ported 
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ported him before; and inſtantly began to harbour 
thoughts, not only deſtructive to the peace of his 
generous patron, but alſo to the prudenual maxims 
he had adopted on his firſt entrance into life. 

We have already recorded divers inſtances of his 
conduct, to prove that there was an intemperance in 
his blood, which often interfered with bis caution: 
and although he had found mrans to render this heat 
ſomewhat ſubſervient to his intereſt; yet, in all pro- 
bability, heaven mingled the ingredient in his conſti - 
tution, on purpoſe to counteract his conſummate 
craft, defeat the villany of his intention, and at laſt 
expoſe him to the juſtice of the law, and the con- 
tempt of his fellow creatures. | 

Stimulated as he was by the beauty of the incom - 
—— Monimia, he ſoreſaw that the conqueſt of her 

eart would coſt him a thouſand times more. labour 
and addreſs than all the victories he had ever at- 
chieved : for, beſides her ſuperior underſtanding, her 
ſentiments of honour, virtue, gratitude, rehigion, and 
pride of hirth, her heart was already engaged by the 
tendereſt tics of love and obligation, to a man whoſe 
perſan and acquired accompliſhments at leaſt equal- 
led his own ; and whoſe connexion with him was of 
ſuch a nature, as raiſed: anal molt inſurmountable bar 
to his deſign: becauſe with what face could. he com- 
mence rival. to the perſon. whoſe family had raiſed 
him from want and ſervility, and whoſe. own. gene- 
„ reſcued him from the miſe1ics of a dreary 

al 
s Notwithſtanding theſe reſlections, he would not 
lay aſide an idea which ſo agreeably flattered. his ima- 
gination. He, like every other projector in the ſame 
cu cumſtances, was: fo partial; to his own qualiſica- 
tions, as to think the lady would ſoon perceive a 
difference between him and Renaldo, that could not 
fail to turn to his advantage in her opinion. He de- 
pended a good deal on the levity and 1 of 
the ſex; and . did. not doubt, that in tlie courſe of their 


acquain- 


quite deſtitute of acquaintance, ſhe made no ſcruple 


tated, he began to be leſs frequent in his viſits, or 
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acquaintance he ſhould 'profit by that languor Which 
often creeps upon and flartens the intercourſe of 
lovers cloyed with the ſight and converſation of each 
other. 

This way of arguing was very natural to a man 
who had never known other motives thaw thoſe bf 
ſenſuality and convenience; and perhaps, upon theſe 
maxims, he might have ſucceeded with nine-tenths 
of the fair lex : but for once he erred in hs calcula. 
tion, Monimia's ſoul was perfect; her virtue im- 
1 His firft approaches were, as uſual, per- 
ormed by the method of infinnation, which ſuc- 
cceded fo well, that in a few days he actually ac- 
quired a very diſtingued ſhare of her favour and 
eſteem ; to this he had been recommended in the 
warmelt {train of exaggerating friendſhip by her dear 
Renaldo; ſo that placing the moſt unreferved cone 
ſidence in his honour and integrity, and being almoſt 


of owning herſelf pleaſed with his company and con- 
verfation ; and therefore he was never abridged in 
point of opportunity. She had too much diſcern- 
ment to overlook his uncommon talents and agree- 
able addreſs, and too much ſuſceptibility to obſerve 
them with indifference. She not only regarded him 
as the confident of her lover, but admired him as a + 
a perſon whoſe attachment did honour to count Mel- 
ville's choice: ſhe found his difconrſe remarkably en- 
tertaining, his politeneſs dignified with an air of 
uiicommon "ſincerity ; and ſhe was raviſhed with kis 
{kill in muſic; an art of which ſhe was deeply ena- 
moured. : 
While he thus ingratiated himſelf with the fair 
Monimia, Renaldo, rejoiced at their intimacy, being 
extremely happy in the thought of having found a 
friend who could amuſe and protect the dear creature 
in his abſence. That ſhe might be the better pre- 
pared for the temporary ſeparation which he medi- 


ra ther 
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rather to interrupt, by gradual intermiſſions, the con- 
ſtant attendance he had beſtowed upon her ſince her 
mother's death. This alteration ſhe was enabled to 
bear by the aſſiduities of Fathom, when ſhe under. 
ſtood that her lover was indiſpenſibly employed in 
negociating a ſum of money for the purpoſes of his 
intended voyage. This was really the caſe: for as 
. the reader hath been already informed, the proviſion 
he had made for that emergency was expended in 
behalf of our adventurer; and the perſons of whom 
he had borrowed it, far from approving of the uſe 
to which it was put, and accommodating him with 
. a freſh ſupply, reproached him with his benevolence 
as an act of diſhoneſty to them; and, inſtead of fa. 
vouring this ſecond application, threatened to diſtreſs 
- him for what he had already received, While he 
_ endeavoured to ſurmount theſe difficulties, bis ſmall 
reverſion was quite exhauſted, and he ſaw himſelf 
on the brink of wanting the common neceſſaries of 
life. 

There was no difficulty which he could not have 
encountered with fortitude, had he alone been con- 
cerned: but his affection and regard for Monimia 
were of ſuch a delicate. nature, that, far from being 
able to bear the proſpect of her wanting the leaſt con- 
venience, he — not endure that ſhe ſhould ſuſpect 
her fituation coſt him a moment's -perplexity ; be- 
. cauſe he foreſaw it would wring her gentle heart 
with unſpeakable anguiſh and vexation. This there- 
fore he endeavoured to anticipate by expreſſions of 
. confidence in the emperor's equity, and frequent 
declarations touching the goodneſs and ſecurity of 
as credit from which he derived his preſent fub- 

ence, 
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CHAP, XLIV. : 
Anecdotes of pen and experiments for the benefit of 
a | 


thoſe whom it may concern, 


H affairs being thus circumſtanced, it is not to 
be ſuppoſed that he paſſed his time in tran- 
uility. Every day uſhered in new demands and 
freſh anxiety : for, though his economy was frugal, 
it could not be ſupported without money; and now 
not only his funds were drained, but alſo his private 
friends tired of relieving his domeſtic neceſſities : nay, 
they began to relinquiſh his company, which tor- 
merly they had coveted; and thoſe who {till favoured 
him with their company, embittered that favour with 
diſagreeable advice, mingled with impertinent reproof. 
They loudly exclaimed againſt the laſt inſtance of his 
friendſhip for Fathom as a piece of wrong-headed 
extravagance, which neither his fortune could afford, 
nor his conſcience excuſe; and alledged, that ſuch 
ſpecimens of generoſity are vicious in any man, let 
his finances be never ſo opulent, if he has any rela- 
tions of his own who need his aſſiſtance; but alto- 
gether ſcandalous, not to ſay unjuſt, in a perſon 
who depends for his own ſupport upon the favour of, 

his friends, 

Theſe expoſtulations did not even reſpe the beau- 
teous, the accompliſhed, the gentle hearted, the or- 
phan Monimia. Although they owned her perfec- 
tions, and did not deny that it would be highly me- 
ritorious in any man of fortune to make her happy, 
they diſapproved of Renaldo's attachment to the fair 
beggar; made light of that intimate union of hearts 
which ſubſiſted between the two lovers, and which 
no human conſideration could diſſolve; and ſome 
among them, 1n the conſummation of their prudence, 
ventured to hint a propoſal of providing for her in 
the ſervice of ſome lady of faſhion, 

Any reader of ſenſibility will eaſily conceive — 
thele 


The ADVENTURES of 


theſe admonitions were reliſhed by a young gentle. 
man whoſe pride was indomitable, whoſe notions 
of honour were ſcrupulouſly rigid and romantic, 
whole temper was warm, and whoſe love was in. 
tenſe. Every ſuch ſuggeſtion was as a dagger to his 
ſoul; and what rendered the torture more exquiſite, 
he lay under obligations to thoſe very perſons, whoſe 
ſel fiſn and fordid ſentiments he diſdained : fo that he 
vas reſtricted by gratitude from giving vent to his 
indignation; and his forlorn circumſtances would not 
permit him to renounce their acquaintance, While 
he ſtruggled with theſe mortifications, his wants 
grew more importunate, and his. creditors became 
clamorous. | ; 
Fathom, to whom all his grievances were diſcloſed, 
lamented his hard hap with all the demonſtrations of 
ſympathy which he could expect to find in ſuch a 
- zealous adherent ; he upbraided-himſelf inceſſantly 
as the cauſe of his patron's diſtreſs; took God to 
witneſs, that he would: rather have periſhed in jail, 
than have enjoyed his liberty, had he known it would 
have coſt tus deareſt friend and benefactor one tenth 
part of the anguiſh he now ſaw him ſuffer ; and in 
concluſion, the fervency of his atteftion glowed to 
ſuch a degree, that he offered to beg, ſteal, or plun- 
der on the highway, for Renaldo's aihſtance, © 
Tertain it is, he might have recolletted a lefs dil. 
agreeable expedient than any of theſe, to alleviate the 
pang? of this unhappy lover : for, at that very period, 
f was poſſeſſed of money and maveables to the 
amount of a much greater ſum than that which was 
neceſſary to remove the ſevereſt pangs of the count's 
misfortune; But, whether he did not reflect upon 
this' reſource, or was willing to let Melville be better 
acquainted with adverſity, which js the great ſcho'! 
of life, I ſhall leave the reader to determine; yet, ſo 
far was he from ſupplying the wants of the young 
Hungarian, that he did notAcruple to receive a ſheie 
ol che miſerable piuance which that gentleman made 
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ſhift to extort from the complaiſance of a few com. 
panions, whoſe countenance he ſtill enjoyed. 
Renaldo's life was now become a ſacrifice to the 

moſt poignant diſtreſs: almoſt his whole time was 
engroſſed by a double ſcheme comprehending his 
Efiorts to render his departure practicable, and his 
expedients for raiſing the means of daily bread. With 
regard to the firſt, he exerted himſelf among a ſet 
of merchants, ſome of whom knew his family and 
expectations; and, for the laſt, he was fain to depend 
upon the aſſiſtance of a few intimates, who were not 
in condition to furniſh him with ſugs of conſequence. 
Theſe, however, gradually dropped off, on pretence 
of friendly reſentment for his indiſcreet conduct; ſo 
that he found himſelf naked and deſerted by all his 
former companions except one gentleman, with 
whom he had lived in the moſt unreſerved correſpon- 
dence, as with a perſon of the warmeſt friendſhip, 
and the moſt unbounded benevolence: nay, he had 
tually experienced repeated proofs of his generoſity; 
and ſuch were the count's ſentiments of the gratitude, 
love and eſteem which were due to the author of 
theſe obligations, that he would have willingly laid 
down his own life for his intereſt or advantage. He 
had already been at different times. accommodated by 
this benefactor with occaſional ſupplies, amounting 
in the whole to about forty or fifty pounds; and ſo 
tearſul was he of taking any ſtep by which he might 
forfeit the good-will of this gentleman, that he ſtrug- 
gled with unparalleled difficulty and vexation, before 
he could prevail upon himſelf to put his liberality to 
another proof. | 

What maxims of delicacy will not the dire calls of 
neceſſity infringe! reduced to the alternative of ap- 
phy ing once more to that beneficence which had never 
failed him, or of ſeeing Monimia ſiarve, he choſe the 
Arlt, as of two evils the leaſt, and intruſted Fathom 
With a letter explaining the bitterneſs of his caſe, It 
Was not without trepidation that he xeccived in the 
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evening, from his meſſenger, an anſwer to this billet; 

but what were his pangs when he learned the con- 
tents? The gentleman, after having profeſſed himſelf 
Melville's ſincere well-wiſher, gave lum to underſtand 
that he was reſolved for the futute to detach himſelf 
From every correſpondence Which would be incon- 
venient for him to maintain; that he confidered his 
intimacy with the count in that light: yet, neverthe- 
Jeſs, if his diſtreſs was really as great as he had de- 
-Agibed it, he would {till a ſomething to- 
Wards his relief; and accordingly had ſent by the 
tÞearer.five guineas for that purpoſe : but defired him 
to take notice, that, in ſo. doing, he laid himſelf un- 
cler ſome difficulty. 

Renaldo's — * mortification at this diſappoint- 
ment were unſpeakable: he now ſaw demoliſhed the 
Naſt ſcreen, betwixt him and the extremity of indigence 
and woe; he beheld the miſtreſs ef his Gul abandon- 
ed to the bleakeſt ſcenes of poverty and want; and 
he deeply.reſented the lofty ſtrain of the letter, by 
Which be conceived himſelf treated as a worthleſs 
Ipendthriſt, and importunate beggar. Though his 
purſe was exhauſted to the laſt ſhilling; though he 
wes ſurrounded with neceſſities and demands, and 
Knew not how to provide another meal for his fair 
dependant, he, in oppoſition to all the ſuggeſtions 
Df Fathom, diſpatched him with the money and an- 
ther billet, intimating in the moſt reſpectful terms, 
hat he approved of his friend's new adopted maxim, 
a hich, for the future, he ſhould always take care to 
remember; and'that he had ſent back the laſt inſtance 
of his bounty, as a proof how little he was diſpoſed 

to incommode his benefactor. 

This letter, though ſincerely meant, and written 
in a very ſerious mood, the gentleman conſidered as 
an ungtateſul piece of irony, and in that opinion com- 
Flained to ſeveral per ſons of the count's acquaintance, 
Who unanimouſly exclaimed againft him. as a ſordid, 


unthankſul and profligzte knave, that aþulcd and te. 


Vviled 
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viled thole very people Who had generouſly befriend- 


ed him, whenever they found it inconvenient to 
nouriſh his extravagance with further ſupplies. Not- 
withſtanding theſe accumulated oppteſſions, he ſtill 
perſevered with fortitude in his endeavours to diſen- 
tangle himſelf from this maze of miſery. To theſe 
he was encouraged by a letter which ebout this time 
he received from his ſiſter, importing, that the had 
good reaſon to believe the real will oi her father had 
heen ſuppreſſed for certain ſiniſter views; and deſiring 
him to haſten his departure for Hungary, where he 
would ſtill hnd ſome friends who were both able and 
willing to ſupport his cauſe. He had ſome trinkets ' 
leit; the ipawn-broker's ſhop was 4till open; and 
hitherto he made ſhift 40 conceal from Monimia the 
extent of his afflction. 

The money-broker whom he employed, after hav- 
ing amuſed him with a variety of ſchemes, which 
ſerved no other purpoſe than that of protratting his 
own job, at length undertook to make him acquainted 
with a ſet of monied men who had been very adven- 
*urous in lending Tums upon perſonal ſecurity ; he 
was therefore introduced to their club, in the moſt 
favourable manner, after the broker had enlcavoured 
to prepoſſeſs them feparately, with magnificent ideas 
of his family and fortune. By means of this antici- 
pation, he was received with a manifeſt relaxation of 
that ſeverity, which people of this claſs mingle in 
their aſpects to the world in general; and they even 
vied with each other in their demonſtrations of ho{ 
pitality and reſpett; for every one in particular looks 
ed upon him as a young heir, who would bleed freely, 
and mortgage at cent. per cent. Fx 

Renaldo, buoyed up with theſe exterior civilities, 
began to flatter him ſelf with hopes of ſucceſs, which, 
however, were ſoon checked by the nature of the 
converſation; during which the chairman upbraided 
one of the members in open club, for having once 
leut forty pounds upon flight ſecurity ; the perſon 

4 2 accuſed 
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accuſed alledged in his own defence, that the bor- 
rower was his own kinſman, whoſe funds he knew 
to be ſufficient; that he had granted his bond, and been 
at the expence of inſuring his life for the money ; 
and, in concluſion, had diſcharged it to the day with 
great punctuality. Theſc allegations were not deemed 
exculpatory by the reſt of the aſſembly, who with one 
voice pronounced him guilty of* unwarrantable raſh- 
neſs and indiſcretion, which, in time coming, mult 
undoubtedly operate to the prejudice of his character 
and credit. 

This was a bitter declaration to the young count 
who, nevertheleſs, endeavoured to improve the 
footing he had gained among them, by courting 
their company, conforming to their manners, and 
attentively liſtening to their diſcourſe. When he had 
cultivated them with great aſſiduity, for the ſpace of 
ſome weeks, dined at their houſes upon preſſing in- 
vitations, and received repeated offers of ſervice and 
friendſhip, believing that things were now ripe ſor 
the purpoſe, he one day, at a tavern to which he had 
invited him to dinner, ventured to diſcloſe his ſitua— 
tion to him whoſe countenance was the leaſt un- 
promiſing; and as he introduced the buſineſs with a 
Propoſal of borrowing money, he perceived his eyes 
ſparkle with a viſible alacrity, from which he drew 
an happy preſage. But, alas! tis was no more than 
a tranhent gleam of ſunſhine, which was ſuddenly 
obumbrated by thq ſequel of his explanation; inſo- 
much, that, when the merchant under{tood the nature 
of the ſecurity, his viſage was involved in a molt 
diſagreeable gloom, mg his eyes diſtorted into a 
molt hideous obliquity of uiſion- Indeed, he ſquinted 


ſo horribly, that Renaldo was amazed and almoſt 
affrighted at his looks, until he perceived that this 
diſtortion proceeded from concern for a ſilver tobac- 
co-box which he had laid down by him on the 
table, after having filled his pipe: as the youth pro- 
ceeded to untold bis neceflitics, the other beczme 
| gradually 
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gradually alarmed for this utenſil, to which he darted 
his eyes aſkance in this preternatural direction, until 
he had ſlily ſecured it in his pocket. 

Having made this ſucceſsſul conveyance, he ſhifted 

his eyes alternately from the young gentleman to the 
broker, for a conſiderable paufe, during which he 
in ſilence reproached the laſt for introducing ſuch a 
beggarly varlet to his acquaintance; then taking the 
pipe from his mouth, * Sir, (ſaid he, addreſſing 
© himſelf to the count) if I had all the inelination 
in the world to comply with your propoſal, it is 
really not in my power : my correſpondents abroad 
have remitted ſuch a number of bad bills of late, 
that all my running caſh hath been exhauſted in 
ſupportingtheir credit. Mr. Ferret, ſure I am, you 
was not ignorant of my ſituation ; and I'm not a 
tile ſurpriſed, that you thould bring the gentleman 
to me, on buhneſs of this kind: but, as the wiſe 
man obſerves, bray a foo! in a mortar, and he'll 
never be wiſe,* So ſaying, with a moſt emphatic 
glance directed to the broker, he rung the bell, and 
called for the 1eckoning; when, finding that he was 
to be the gueſt of Renaldo, he thanked him drily for 
his good cheer, and in an abrupt manner took himſelf 
away. 
Though baffled in this quarter, the young gentle- 
man would not deſpair ; but forthwith employed Mr. 
Ferret -in an application to another of the ſociety; 
who, after having heard the terms of his commiſſion, 
deſired him to tell his principal, that. he could do 
nothing, without the concurrence of his partner, who 
happened to be at that time in one of our American 
plantations : a third being ſolicited, excuſed himſelf 
on account of an oath which he had lately taken, on 
the back of a conſiderable loſs : a fourth being tried, 
made anſwer, that it was not in his way : and a fifth 
candidly owned, that he never lent money without 
Proper ſecurity, 
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Thus the forlorn Renaldo tried every experiment 
without ſucceſs, and now faw the laſt ray of hope 
extinguiſhed. Well nigh deſtitute of preſent ſup. 
port, agd encompalled with unrelenting duns, he 
was obliged to keep within doors, and ſeck ſome 
comfort in the converſation of his charming miſtreſs, 
and his faithful friend: yet, even there, he expe. 
rienced the extremelt rigour of adverſe fate, Every 
rap at the door alarmed him with the ex pectation of 
ſome noiſy tradeſman demanding payment, when he 
endeavoured to amuſe himſclt with drawing, ſome 
unlucky feature of the occaſional portrait, recalled 
the image of an obdurate creditor, and made him 
tremble at the work of his own hands, When he 
fled for ſhelter to the flatttering creation of fancy, 
ſome abhorred idea always ſtarted up amidſt the gay 
viſion, and diſſolved the pleaſing enchamment. Even 


the ſeraphic voice of Monimia had no longer power 


to compoſe the anxious tumults of his mind: every 
ſong ſhe warbled, every tune ſhe played, recalled to 
his remembrance ſome ſcene of love and happineſs 
elapſed; and overwhelmed his foul with the woful 
compariſon of paft and preſent fate, He ſaw all that 
was amiable and perfett in woman, all that he held 
moſt dear and ſacred upon earth, tottering on the 
brink of miſery, without knowing the danger of her 
ſituation, and found himſelf unable to prevent her 
fall, or even to forewarn her of the peril ; for, as we 
have already obſerved, his ſoul could not brook the 


thought of communicating the tidings of diſtreſs to 


the tender-hearted Monimia. 


CHAP. XLV. 
Renaldo's diſtreſs deepens, and Fathom's plot thickens, 


UCH aggravated misfortune could not fail to 
affect his temper and deportment: the continual 
eftorts he made to conceal his vexation produced a 
manifeſt diſtraction in his behaviour and diſcourſe. 
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He began to be ſcized with horror at the fight of 
poor Monimia, whom he therefore, ſanned as much 
as the circumſtauces of their correſpondenee would? 
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allow ; and every evening he went forth alone to 


ſome ſolitary place, where he could unperceived 
give a looſe to the tranſports of his ſorrow, and in 
ſilence meditate ſome means to lighten the burden of 


his woe, His heart was ſometimes ſo ſavaged- with 


deſpair, which repreſeated mankind as his inveterate 
enemies, that he entertained thoughts of denouncing 


war againſt the whole community, and ſupplying his- 


own wants with the ſpoils he ſhould win : at other 


times, he was tempted with the deſire of putting au- 


end to his miſeries and life together : yet theſe were 
but the tranſitory ſuggeſtions of temporary madneſs, 
that ſoon yielded to the dictates of reaſon. From the 
execution of the firſt, he was reſtrained by his own 
notions of hanour and morality; and from uſing the 
other expedient, he was aeterred by his love for 
Monimia, together with the motives of philoſophy 

and religion, | 
While in this manner he ſecretly nurſed the worm 
of grief that preyed upon his vitals, the alteration in 
his countenance and condutt did not eſcape the eyes 
of that diſcerning young lady. She was alarmed at 
the change, yet afraid to inquire into the ſource of 
it; for, being ignorant of his diſtreſs, ſhe could 
impute it to no cauſe in which her happineſs was not 
deeply intereſted. She had obſerved his ſtrained 
complaiſance, and extraordinary emotion : ſhe had 
detected him in repeated attempts to avoid her com- 
pany, and taken notice of his regular excurſions in 
the dark. Theſe were alarming ſymptoms to a lover 
of her delicacy and pride; ihe ſtrove in vain to put 
che moſt favourable conſtruction on what the ſaw ; 
and finally, imputed the effects of his deſpondence to 
the alienation of the heart. Made miſerable beyond 
expreſſion by thele ſuſpicions, ſhe imparted them to 
TS :: Fathom. 
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F:thom, who by this time was in full poſſeſhon of 
her confidence and eſteem, and implored his advice 
touching her conduct in ſuch a nice conjuncture. 

This artful politician, who rejoiced at the effe& 
of her penetration, no ſooner heard himſelf queſtion- 
ed on the ſubject, than he gave tokens of ſurprize and 
confuſion, ſignifying his concern to find ſhe had dif- 
covered what (for the honour of his friend) he wiſhed 
had never come to light. His behaviour on this oc- 
caſion confirmed her fatal conjefture; and ſhe con- 
jured him in the moſt pathetic manner, to tell her if 
e thought Renaldo's hœart had contratted any new 
engagement. At this queſtion, he ſtarted with ſigns 
of extreme agitation, and ſtifling an artificial ſigb, 
Sure, madam, ſaid he, you cannot doubt the count's 
© conitancy——1 am confident—he is certainly I 
« protelt, madam, I am fo ſt o:ked —— 

Here he made a full pauſe, as if the conflict be- 
tween his integrity and his friendſhip would not al- 
low him to proceed, and ſummoned the moiſture 
into either eye -——* Then are my doubis removed, 
* cried the afflicted Monimia: I ſee your candour in 
© the midſt of your attachment to Renaldo; and will 
* no longer torment you with 1mpertinent interroga- 
tions and vain complaints.” With theſe words, a 
flood of tears guſhed from her enchanting eyes, and 
ſhe inſt-ntly withdrew into her own apartment, where 
ſhe indulged her ſorrow to exceſs. Nor wis ber 
grief unanimated with reſentment. She was by birth, 
nature and education, inſpircd with that dignity of 
pride which ennobles the human heart; and this, by 
the circumſtance of her preſent dependence, was ten- 
dered extremely jealous and ſuſceptible : infomuch 
that ſhe could not brook the Jcaſt ſhadow of indif- 
ference, much leſs an injury of ſuch a nature, from 
the man whom ſhe had honoured with her affections, 
and for whom ſhe had diſobliged and deſerted her 
family and friends. 

Though 
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Though her love was ſo unalterably fixed on this 
unhappy youth, that, without the continuation of re- 
ciprocal regard, her life would have become an un- 
ſupportable burden, even amidſt all the ſplendor of 
affluence and pomp ; and although ſhe foreſaw, that 
when his protection ſhould ceaſe, ſhe mult be left a 
wretched orphan in a foreign land, expoſed to all the 
miſeries of want: yet, ſuch was the loſtineſs of her 
diſpleaſure, that ſhe diſdained to complain, or even 
demand an explanation from the ſuppoſed author of 
her wrongs. 

While the continued undetermined in her purpoſe, 
and fluctuating on this ſea of torture, Fathom, believ- 
ing that now was the ſeaſon for working upon her 
palſions, while they were all in commotion, became, 
if poſſible, more aſſiduous than ever about the fair 
mourner, modelled his features into a melancholy 
caſt, pretended to ſhare her diſtreſs with the moſt 
emphatic ſympathy, and endeavoured to keep her 
reſeatment glowing by cunning inſinuations, which, 
though apparently deſigned to apologize for his friend, 
ſerved only to aggravate the guilt of his perfidy and 
diſhonour. This pretext of friendly concern, is the 
moſt effectual vehicle for the conveyance of malice 
and ſlander; and a man's reputation is never ſo mor- 
tally ſtabbed, as when the aſſaſſin begins with the pre- 
amble of, For my own part, I can ſafely ſay, that 
* no man upon earth has a greater regard for him 
than I have; and it is with the utmoſt anguiſh and 
concern that I ſee him miſbehave in ſuch a manner.“ 
Then he proceeds to mangle his character, and the 
good-natured hearers concluding he is even blacker 
than he is repreſented, on the ſuppoſition that the 
moſt atrocious circumſtances are ſoftened or ſupp: eſ- 
ſed by the tenderneſs or friendſhip of the accuſer, ex- 
claim, * Good lack! what a wretch he muſt be, when 
* his beſt friends will no longer attempt to defend 
4 hun! Nay, ſometimes theſe well-wiſhers undertake 
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his defence, and treacherouſly betray the cauſe they 
have eſpouſed, by omitting the reaſons that may be 
urged in his vindication. 

Both theſe methods were practiſed by the wily Fer- 
dinand, according to the predominant paſſion of 
Monimia: when her indignation prevailed, he ex pa- 
Hated upon his love and ſincere regard for Renaldo, 
Which, he ſaid, had grown up from the cradle, to 
ſuch a degree of fervour, that he would willingly 
8 life for his advantage. He ſhed tears for 

is apoſtacy; but every drop made an indelible ſtain 
upon his character; and, in the bitterneſs of his grief, 
ſwore, notwithſtanding his fondneſs for Renaldo, 
which had become a part of his conſtitution, that the 
young Hungarian deſerved the moſt infamous deſtiny, 
for having injured ſuch perfection. At other times, 
when he An) her melted into ſilent forrow, he ak 
Tefted to excuſe the conduct of his friend. He in- 
formed her, that the young gentleman's temper had 
been uneven from his infancy ; that frailty was na- 
tural to man; that he might in time be reclaimed by 
ſelf. conviction; he even hinted, that ſhe might have 
probably aſcribed to inconſtancy, what was really 
the efle& of ſome chagrin which he induſtriouſly con- 
ecaled from his participation: but, when he found 
Her diſpoſed to liſten to this laſt ſuggeſtion, he de- 
ſtroyed the force of it, by recollecting the cir- 
cumſtances of his nocturnal rambles, which, he 
owned, would admit of no favourable conſtruc. 
tion, X 

By theſe means he blew the coals of her jealouſy, 
and inbanced the value of his own character, at the 
ſame time; for ſhe looked upon him as a mirror of 
faith and mtegrity, and the mind being overcharged 
with woe, naturaily ſeeks ſome confidant, upon whoſe 
ſympathy it can repoſe itſelf : indeed, his great. aim 
was, to make lumſelf neceſſary to her affliction, and 
Letile a goſſiping correſpondeace, in the n in 
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which he hoped his purpoſe would certainly be au- 


ſwered. 

Yet the exertion of theſe talents was not limited to 
her alone. While he laid theſe trains for the hapleſs 
young lady, be was preparing ſnares of another kind 
for her unſuſpecting lover, who (for the completion 
of his mifery) about this time began to perceive 
marks of diſquict and diſpleaſure in the countenance 
and deportment of his adored Monimia: for that 

oung lady, in the midſt of her grief, remembered 
_ origin, and over her vexation affected to throw a 
veil of tranquillity, which ſerved only to give an air 
of diſguſt to her internal diſturbance. : 

Renaldo, whoſe patience and philoſophy were 
barely ſufficient to bear the load of his. other evils, 
would have been quite overwhelmed with the addr- 
tional burthen of Monimia's woe, if it had not af- 
ſumed this appearance of difeſteem, which, as he 
knew he had not deferved it, brought his reſentment. _ 
to his aſſiſtance: yet this was but a wretched cordial 
to ſupport him againſt the baleful reflections that 
aſſaulted him from every quarter; it operated like 


thoſe deſperate remedies, which, while they ſtimulate , 


exhauſted nature, help to deſtroy the very fundamen- 
tals of the conſtitution. He reviewed his own con- 
duct with the utmoſt ſeverity, and could not recollect 
one circumſtance which could jultly offend the idol 
of his ſoul. The more blameleſ; he appeared to him- 
{elf in this examination, the leſs excuſable did her 
behaviour appear : he taſked his penetration to 
diſcover the cauſe of this alteration ; he burned with 
impatience to know it ; his diſcernment failed him, 
and he was afraid (though he knew not why) to de- 
mand an explanation. His thoughts were ſo circum- 
ſtanced, that he durſt not even unboſom bimſelf to 


| Fathom, though his own virtue and friendſhip reſiſted 


thoſe ſentiments that began to intrude upon his mind, 
with ſuggeſtions to the prejudice of our adventurer's 


fidelity. 
C6 Never- 
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Nevertheleſs, unable to endure the torments of 
Tuch intereſting ſuſpenſe, he at length wade an effort 
to expoſtulate with the fair orphan; and in en abrupt 
addreſs, the effect of his fear and confuſion, begged 
to know 1f he had inadvertently done any thing to 
incur her diſpleaſure. Monimia hearing herſelf 
bluntly accoſted in this unuſual ſtrain, afier repeated 
inſlances of his reſerve and ſuppoſed inconſlancy, 
conſidered the queſtion as a freſh inſult, and ſum. 
moning her whole pride to her aſſiſtance, replied, 
with affected tranquility, or rather with an air of 
ſcorn, that ſhe had no tule to judge, neither did ſhe 
pretend to condemn his conduct. This anſwer, {6 
wide of that tenderneſs and concern which had hi- 
therto manifeſted itſelf in the diſpoſition of his amia- 
ble miſtreſs, deprived him of all power to carry on 
the converſation, and he retired with a low bow, fully 
convinced of his having irretrievably Joſt the place he 
had poſſeſſed in her affection; for, to his imagination, 

warped and blinded by his misfortunes, her demeanor 
ſeemed fraught, not with a tranſient gicam of anger, 
which a reſpectful lover would ſoon have appealcd, 
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but with that contempt and indifference which denote Þ 


a total abſence of affection and eltcem. She, on the 
other hand, miſconſlrued his ſudden retreat; and now 
they beheld the actions of each other through the falſe 
medium of prejudice and reſentment. To ſuch fatal 
miſunderſtandings, the peace and happineſs of whole 
tamilies often fall a ſacrifice. 


CHA P. XLVI. 


Our adventurer becomes abſolute in his power over the paſe 
frog of this friend; and effects one hal} of his aim. 


6 — by this dire miſtake, the breaſſs of thoſe 


unhappy lovers began, to be invaded with the 


horrors of jealouſy : the tender-hearted  Monimia 
endeavoured to devour her griefs in ſilence; ſhe in 


ſecret bemoaned her forlorn fate without * 
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her tears flowed without intermiſſion from night to 
morn, and from morn to night: ſhe ſought not to 
know the object for which the was forlaken ; ſhe 
meant not to upbraid her undoer; her aim was to- 
find a ſcqueſtered corner, in which ſhe'could indulge 
her ſorrow; where ſhe could brood over the melan- 
choly remembrance of her former felicity, where the 
could recolle& thoſe happy ſcenes ſhe had enjoyed 
under the wings of her indulgent parents, when her 
whole life was a revolution of plcaſures, and ſhe 
was ſurrounded with affluence, pomp and admira- 
tion; where ſhe could, unmoleſted, dwell upon the 
wretched compariſon between her paſt and preſent 
condition, and paint every circumſtance of her miſery 
m the moſt aggravating colours, that they might 
make the deeper impreſſion upon her mind, and the 
more ſpeedily contribute to that diſſolution for 
which ſhe ardently wiſhed, as a total relcaſe from 
Amidſt theſe pinings ſhe began to loath all ſuſte- 
nance; her cheeks grew wan, her bright eyes loſt 
their ſplendor, the roſes vaniſhed from her lips, and 
her delicate limbs could hardly ſupport” their bur- 
then; in a word, her fole conſolation was limited to 
the proſpect of depoſiting her ſorrows in the grave; 
and her only wiſh was to procure a retreat in which 
ſhe might wait with reſignation for that happy pe- 
rot, Yet this melancholy comfort ſhe could not 
obtain without the advice and mediation of Fathom, 
whom ſhe therfore ſtill continued to fee and conſult, 
While theſe conſultations were held Renaldo's boſom 
was ravaged with tempelts of rage and diſtraction- 
He believed himſelf ſuper{eded in the affection of his 
miſtreſs by ſome favoured rival, whole ſucceſs ranks 
led at his ſoul; and though he ſcarce durit commus- 
ticate the ſuſpicion to his own heart, his obſervation 
continually whiſpered to lum, that he was ſupplanted 
by his tricnd Fathom; for Monimia was totally de- 
tacked 
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tached from the converſation of every other man, and 
he had of late noted their intercourſe with diſtem- 
pered eyes. 

Theſe conſiderations ſometimes tranſported him 
to ſuch a degree of frenzy, that he was tempted to 
facrifice them both as traitors to gratitude, friendſhip, 
and love; but ſuch dchriums ſoon vaniſhed before 
his honour and humanity. He would not allow 
himſelf to think amiſs of Ferdinand, until ſome un- 
doubted mark of his guilt ſhould appear; an@ this 
was lo lar from being the caſe, that hitherto there 
was ſcarce a preſumption. On the contrary (ſaid he 
to himſelf) I am hourly receiving proofs of his ſym- 
pathy and attachment: not but that he may be the in- 
nocent cauſe of my miſhap. His ſuperior qualifications 
may have attracted the eye, and engaged the heart of 
that inconſtant {air, without his being ſenſible of the 
victory he has won; or, perhaps, ſhocked at the con- 
quelt he hath unwillingly made, he diſcourages her 
advances, tries to reaſon down her unjuſtifiable paſ. 
fion, and in the mean time conceal? from me the 
particulars, out of regard to my happineſs and quiet, 

Under cover of theſe favourable conjeftures, our 
' adventurer ſecurely profecuted his ſcheme upon the 

unfortunate Monimia, He dedicated himſelf wholly 
to her ſervice and converſation, except at thoſe times 
when his company was requeſted by Renaldo, who 
now very ſeldom exacted his attendance : in his mi- 
niſtry about the perſon of the beauteous orphan, this 
cunning incendiary mingled ſuch awful regard, ſuch 
melting compaſſion, as effectually ſcreened him from 
the ſuſpicion of treachery, while he widened the 
fatal breach between her and her lover, by the moſt 
diabolical infinuations. He repreſented his friend as 
a voluptuary, who gratified his own appetite without 
the leaſt regard to honour or conſcience; and with a 


ſhew of infinite reluftance imparted ſome anecdotes 


of his ſenſuality, which he had feigned for the pur- 
pole; then he would exclaim in an affected tranſport, 


Gracious 
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© Gracious' heaven! is it poſſible for any man who 
© has the leaſt title to perception or humanity to in- 
jure ſuch innocence and perfe&fon! tor my own 
part, had I been fo undeſervedly happy Heaven 
and earth! Forgive my tran{ports. madam; I can- 
not help ſeeing and admiring ſuch divine attrac- 
tions. I cannot help reſenting your wrongs ; it is 
the cauſe of virtue { eſpoulc; it ought to be the 
* cauſe of every honeſt man.” 

He had often repeated ſuch apoſtrophes as theſe, 
which ſhe aſcribed to nothing elſe than ſheer bene- 
volence and virtuous indignation, and actually began. 
to think he had made ſome impreſhon upon her 
heart; not that he now entertained the hope of an 
immediate triumph over her chaſtity. The more he 
contemplated her character, the more difficult the 
conqueſt {cerned to be; he therefore altered his plan, 
and reſolved to carry on his operations under the 
ſhelter of honourable propoſals, forefeeing that a 
wife of her qualifications, if properly managed, 
would turn greatly. to the account of the huſband ; 
or, if her virtue ſhould prove refrattory, that he 
could at any time rid bimſelf of the incumbrance, by 
decamping without beat of drum, after he ſhould be 
cloyed with poſſeſſion. 

Elevated by theſe expectations, he one day, in the 
midſt of a preconcerted ihapſody, importing, that 
he could no longer conceal the fire that preyed upon 
his heart, threw himſelf on his knees before the 
lovely mourner, and imprinted a kiſs on her fair 
hand: though he did'not preſume to take this liberty 
till after ſuch preparation as he thought had altogether 
extinguiſhed her regard for Melville, and paved the 
way for his own reception in room of that diſcarded 
lover; he had ſo far overſhot his mark, that Mo- 
nimia, inſtead of favouring his declaration, ſtarted 
up and retired in filence, her cheeks glowing with 
ſhame, and her eyes gleaming with indiguation, _ 

Ferdinand no ſooner recovered from the ** 

6 on 
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ſion produced by this unexpected repulſe, than he 
ſaw the neceſſity of coming to a ſpecdy determina- 
tion, leſt the offended tav-one ſhould appeal to Re- 
naldo, in which cate they might be mutually unde- 
ceived, to his utter ſhame and confuſion; he therefore 
reſolved to deprecate her anger, by humble ſupplica- 
tions, and by proteſting, that whatever tortures he 
might ſuffer by ſuppreſſing his ſentiments, the ſhould 
never again be oftended with a declaration ot his 
paſſion. 

Having thus appeaſed the gentle Monimia, and 
<Jilcovered, that in ſpite of her reſentment, his friend 
#11] kept poſſeſſion of her heart, he determined to 
work an effectual ſeparation, fo as that the young 
lady, being utterly deſerted by Melville, ſhould be 
left altogether in his power. With this Chriltian 
intention he began to ſadden his viſage with a double 
ſhade of penſiwe melancholy, in the preſence of Re- 
naldo, to ſtifle a ſucceſſion, of involuntary ſighs, to 
anſwer from the purpoſe, to be incoherent in his 
diſcourſe, and in a word to act the part of a perſon 
wrapt up in ſorrowful cogitation. 

Count Meleille, ſoon as he perceived thoſe ſymp- 
toms, very kindiv enquired into the cauſe of them, 
and was not a little alarmed to hear the artful and 
evaſive anſ wess of Ferdinand, who without diſcloſing 
the ſource of his difquict, earnelily begged leave to 
retire into ſome other corner of the world. Rouſed 
by this intreaty, the Hungarian's jealouſy awoke, and 
with violent agitation he exclaimed ; Then are my 
© fears foo true! My dear Fathom, I comprehend the 
meaning of your requeſt, I know your worth and 
© hononr, I depend upon your friendſhip, and 
'* conjure you by all the ties of it, to free me at once 
from the moſt miſerable ſuſpenſe, by owning you 
© have involuntary captivated the heart of that un- 
happy maiden.” | 

To this folemn interrogation he made no reply; but 
edding a flood of tears (of which he had always a 

| magazine 


— — 


——ͤä — — —— 2 tht: AAP... 


The ADVERTURES of 65 
magazine at command) he repeated his deſite of with- 
drawing, and took God to wuncss, that whet he pro- 
poſed was ſolely for the quiet of his honoured pation 
and beloved friend, * Enough (creed the unfortunate 
© Renaldo) the meaſure of my woes is now filled up.” 
So laying, he fell backwards in a ſwoon, from which 
he was with difficulty recovered to the ſenlation of the 
molt exquiſite torments, During this paroxylm, our 
adventurer nurſed him with infinite care and tender— 
neſs; he exhorted him to ſummon all his fortitude to 
his aſſiſtance; to remember his fore-fathers, and cxert 
himſelf in the 1miration of their virtues; to fly from 
thoſe bewitching charms which had enſlaved his bet- 
ter part, to retrieve his peace of mind, by reflecting 
on the inconſtancy and ingratitude of woman, and 
amaſe his imagination in the purſuit of honour and 
lory. 

* theſe admonitions, he abuſed his cars with a 
forged detail of the gradual advances made to him by 
Monimia, and the ſteps he had caken to diſcourage her 
addreſſes, and re-citabliſh her virtue; poiſoning the 
mind of that credulous youth to ſuch a degree, that in 
all probability he would have put a fatal period to his 
own exiſtence, had not Fathom found means to allay 
the rage of his extaſy, by the cunning arrangement of 
oppolite conſiderations. He ſet his pride againſt his 
love, he oppoſed his refentment to his ſorrow, and 
his ambition to his deſpair. Notwithſtanding the ba- 
lance of power, fo ſettled among theſe antagoniſts, ſo 
violent were the ſhocks of their ſucceſſive conflicts, 
that his boſom fared like a wretched province haraſſed, 
depopulated, and laid waſte, by two fierce contending 
armies. From this moment, his life was nothing but an 
alternation of ſtarts and reveries ; he wept and raved by 
turns, according to the prevailing guſt of paſſion; food 
became a ſtranger to his lips, and ſleep to his eye-lids ; 
he could not {ypport the preſence of Monimia ;-her ab- 
ſence increaſcd the torture of his pangs; and when he 
met 
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met her by accident, he ſtarted back with horror, like 
a traveller who chances to tread upon a ſnake, | 
The poor afflicted or phan, worn to a ſhadow with 
felſ-conſuming anguiſh,. eager to find ſome lowly re. 
treat, where the could breathe out her ſoul in peace, 
and terrified at the frantic behaviour of Renaldo, com- 
municated to Fathom her deſire of removing, and 
begged that he would take a ſmall picture of her fa- 
ther, decorated wich diamonds, and convert them into 
money for the. expence of her ſubhſtence. This was 
the laſt pledge of her family, which ſhe had received 
from her mother, who had preſerved it in the midit 
of numberleſs diſtreſſes; and no other ſpecies of mi- 
ſery, but that which ſhe groaned under, could have 
prevailed upon the daughter to part with it: but ex- 
cluſive of other motives, the very image itſelf, by re- 
calling to her mind the honours of her name, upbraid- 
ed her with living in dependance upon a man who 
had treated her with {ſuch indignity and ingratitude; 
beſides, ſhe flattered herſelf with the hope that ſhe 
ſhould not long ſurvive the loſs of this teſtimonial. 
Our adventurer, with many profeſſions of ſorrow 
and mortification at his own want of capacity, to pre- 
vent ſuch an-alienation, undertook to diſpoſe of it to 
the beſt. advantage, and to provide her with a cheap 
and retired apartment, to which he would condutt 
her in ſafety, though at the hazard of his life. In the 
mean time, however, he repaired to his friend Renal. 
do; and after having admoniſhed him to arm his foul 
with patience and philoſophy, declared that Monimia's 
guilty paſſion for himſclf, could no longer be kept 
within bounds; that ſhe had conjured him, in the 
moſt preſſing manner, to aſſiſt her in eſcaping from 
an houſe which ſhe conſidered as the.worſt of dun- 
geons, becauſe ſhe wes in it daily expoſed to the fight 
and company of a man whom ſhe deteſted; and that 
ſhe had bribed him to compliance with her requeſt, 
not only with repeated promiſes of eternal love and 


lubmiſlion, but alſo with the picture of her lather - 
vn 
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with diamonds, which ſhe had hitherto reſerved as 
the laſt and greateſt teſtimony of her affection and 


eſteem. 


With theſe words, he preſented the fatal pledge to 
the eyes of the aſtoniſhed youth, upon whom it ope- 
rated like the poiſonous ſight of the baſiliſk; for, in 
an initant, the whole paſſions of his ſoul were in the 
moſt violent agitation. © * What! (cried he, in an ex- 
© taly of rage) is ſhe ſo abandoned to perſidy, fo loſt: 
to ſhame, ſo damned to conſtancy. to gratitude and: 
virtuous love, as to meditate the means of leaving, 
© me without decency, without remorſe! To forſake 
me in my adverſity, when my hapleſs fortune can. 
© no longer flatter the pride and vanity of her expec- 
tation! O woman! woman! woman! what ſimile 
© ſhall I find to illuſtrate the character of the ſex ; but 
I will not have recourſe to vain complaints and fee- 
ble exclamations. By heaven! ſhe ſhall not ſcape; 
© ſhe ſhall not triumph in her Jevity ſhe ſhall not ex- 
© ult in my diſtreſs : No! 1 will rather facrifice her 
to my juſt reſentment, to the injured powers of love 
and friendſhip. I will act the avenging miniſter of 
© heaven! I will mangle that fair boſom which con- 
* tains fo falſe an heart! Lwill tear her to picces, and. 
4. ſcatter theſe beauteous limbs, as a prey to the beaſts- 
© of the field, and the fowls of the air!“ 

Fathom, who expetted this-ſtorm, tar from attempt- 
ing to oppole its progreſs, waited with patience until 
its firſt violence was overblown, then aſſuming an air 
of condolence, animated with that reſolution which a 
friend ought to maintain on ſuch occaſions; My dear 
count (ſaid he) I am not at all farprized at your 
emotion, becauſe I know what an hear, ſuſceptible 
as yours muſt feel from the apoſtacy of one who has 
& reigned ſo long the object of your love, admiration, 
and efteem. Your cudeavours to drive her from 
©. your thoughts, muſt create an agony much more 
© ſevere than that which divorces the ſoul from the 

* body, Nevertheleſs, I am ſv confident of your vit- 
tue 
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tue and your manhood, as to foreſee that you will 


allow the.frail Monimia to execute that reſolution 


which ſhe hath ſo unwiſely taken, to withdraw her. 


ſelf from your love and protection. Believe me, my 


beſt friend and benetattor, this is a fiep, in conſe. 
quence of which you will infallibly retrieve your 
peace of mind. It may coſt you many biter pangs, 
it may probe your wounds to the quick; but thoſe 
pangs will be ſoothed by the gentle and falutary 
wing of time, and that probing will rouſe you to a 
due ſenſe of your own dignity and importance, 
which will enable you to convert your attention to 
objects far more worthy of your contemplation. All 
the hopes of happineſs you had cheriſhed in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of Monimia, are now irrecoverably blaſted; 
her heart is now debaſed beneath yourconlideration; 
her love is, without all doubt, extinguiſhed, and her 
honour irretrievably loſt ; infomuch, that were ſhe 
to profeſs ſorrow for her indiſcretion, and implore 


your forgiveneſs, with the moſt ſolemn promiſes of 


regarding you for the future with unalterable fidelity 


-and affection, you ought not to reltore her to that 


place in your heart which he hath ſo meanly for- 
feited ; becauſe you could not at the ſame time re- 
inftate her in the poſſeſſion of that delicate eſteem 
without which there is no harmony, no rapture, no 
true enjoyment in love. No, my dear Renaldo, 
expel the unworthy tenant from your boſom; allow 
her to fill up the meaſure of her ingratitude, by de- 
ſerting her lover, friend and -benefattor. Your glo- 
ry demands her diſmiſſion; the world will applaud 


your generoſity, and your own heart approve of 


your conduct: So difincumbered, let us exert 
ourſelves once more in promoting your departure 
from this iſland, that you may reviht your father's 


houſe, do juſtice to (yourſelf and amiable fifler, and 


take vengeance on the author of your wrongs; then 
dedicate yourſelf to glory, in imitation of your re- 
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© nowned anceſtors, and flouriſh in the favour of your 
© imperial patron.“ 

Tneſe remonſtrances had ſuch effect upon the Hun- 
garian, that his face was lighted up with a tranhent 
gleem of ſatisfaction; he embraced Ferdinand with, 
great ardour, calling him his pride, his Mentor, lis: 
good genius, aud intreated him to gratify the inclina- 
tion of that fickle creature, fo far as to convey her to 
another lodging. without loſs of time, while he would, 
by abſenting himſelf, favour their retreat. 

Our hero having obtaineqthis permiſſion, went im- 


mediately to the ſkirts of the town, where he had 


previouſly beſpoke a ſmall, though neat apartment, 
at the houſe of an old woman, widow of a French 
refugee: he had already reconnoitred the ground, by 
ſounding his landlady, from whoſe poverty and com- 
plaiſance he found reaſon to expect all ſorts of free- 
dom and opportunity for the accompliſhment of his 
aim upon Monimia's perſon. The room being pre- 
pared for her reception, he returned to that difconſo- 
late beauty, to whom he 2 ten guineas, which 
he pretended to have raife 

though he himſelf acted as the pawn-broker on this 
occaſion, for a very plain and obvious reaſon. 

The fair orphan was overjoyed to find her wiſh fo 
ſpeedily accompliſhed : ſhe torthwith packed up her 
neceſſariesin a trunk; and an hackney-coach was cal- 
led in the duſk of the evening, in which ſhe embark- 
ed with her baggage and conductor. | 

Yet ſhe did not leave the habitation of Renaldo 
without regret, In the inſtant of parting, the idea of 
that unfortunate youth was aſſociated with every well 
known object that preſented itſelf to her eyes; not as 
an inconſtant, ungenerous and perjured ſwain, but as 
the accompliſhed, the virtuous, the melting lover, 
who had captivated her virgin heart. As Fathom 
led her to the door, ſhe was met by Renaldo's dog, 
which had long been her favourite, and the poor ani- 


mal fawnintz upon her as ſhe paſſed, her heart was 


Over - 


d by pledging the picture; 
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overwhelmed with ſuch a guſh of tenderneſs, that 2 _ 
flood of tears ſtreamed down her cheeks, and ſhe had MI: 


well nigh ſunk upon the floor. we 
Ferdinand, conſider ing this emgtion as the laſt tri. of x] 
bute ſhe would pay to Renaldo, hurried her into the dar 


coach, where ſhe ſoon recoverd her compoſure ; and hs 
in a little time he uſhered her into the houſe of madam 
la Mer, by whom ſhe was received with great cor- 
ps | me! 
diality, and conducted to her apartment, with Which 
5 —— by: 
ſhe found no other fault, but that of its being too 
good for one in her forlorn ſitustion; here, while the 5 
tear of gratitude flarted in either eve, ſhe thanked our | 
adventurer for his benevolence and kind concern, gui 
aſſuring him, that ſhe would not fail daily to beſeech 


the Mott High to ſhower down bleſſings upon him, 2 
as the orphan's friend and protector. de 

Fathom was not deficient in theſe expreſſions that * 
were belt adapted to her preſent turn of mind: he * 


obſerved, that what he had done was in obedience to pr 
the diftates of common humanity, which would have 


rompted him to oſliſt any fellow creature in diſtreſs; J 
2 that her pecuhar virtue and qualifications were 40 
ſuch as challenged the utmoſt exertion of his faculties 111 
in her ſervice ; he ſaid, that ſurely heaven had not {\ 


created ſuch perfection in vain : that ſhe was deſtined * 
to receive as well as to communicate happineſs; and P 
that the providence which ſhe ſo piouſly adored, h 
would not fail, in due ſeaſon, to raiſe her from diſtreſs 
and affliction, io that honour and felicity for which 
ſhe was certainly ordained : in the mean time he in- h 
treated her to depend upon his ſervice and fidelity, 
and the article of her board being ſettled, he leſt her 
to the company and conſolatian of her diſcreet hoſteſs, 
who ſoon inhnuated herſelf into the good opinion of 
her beauteous lodger. 

While our hero was «employed in this tranſaction, 
- Renaldo'(a}llied-forth in a fort of intoxication Which 
Fathom's admonitions had inſpired ; and repairing to 
A certain noted colkee.houſe, engaged at chefs wich 1 
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d French refugee, that his attention, by being other- 
wiſc employed, might not ſtray towards that fatal ob- 
ject which he ardently wiſhed to forget. But, un- 
luckily for him, he had {carce performed three moves 
of the game, when his cars were expoſed to a dialogue 
between two young gentlemen ; one of whom a{ked 
the other if he would go and fee the Orphan aRed at 
one of the theatres ; obſerving, as a farther induce- 
ment, that the part of Monimia would be performed 


by a young gertlewoman who had never appeared on 


the ſtage. At mention of that name Renaldo ſtarted: 
for, tho? it did gt properly belong to his orphan, it 
was the appellation by which ſhe had been diſtin- 
guiſhed ever ſince her ſeparation from her father's 


houſe ; and therefore, it recalled her to his imagina- 
tion in the molt intereſting point of view. Though 


he endeavoured to expel the image, by a cloſer apphi- 
cation to his play, every now and then it intruded up- 
on his fancy, and at each retura made a ſtronger im- 
preſſion ; ſo that he found himſelf in the ſituation of 
an unfortunate bark ſtranded upon ſome hidden rock, 


which, when the wind begins to blow, feels every 


ſucceeding wave more boilterous than the former, un- 
til, with irreſiſtible fury, they ſurmount her decks, 
ſweep every thing before them, and daſh her all to 
pieces. 

The refugee had obſerved his firſt emotion, which 


he attributed to an unforeſeen advantage he himſelf 


had gained over the Hungarian: but ſceing bim, in 


the ſequiel, bite his lip, roll his eyes, groan, writhe - 


his body, ejaculate incoherent curſes, and neglect his 
game, the Huguenot concluded that he was mad ; 


and, being ſeized with terror and diſmay, got up and 


ſcampered off without ceremony or heſitation. 
Melville, thus left to the horrors of his own thought 


which tortured him with.the apprehenſion of long 


Monimia for ever, could no longer combat that fag- 
geſtion, but ran homewards with all the ſpeed he 


could exert, in order to prevent her retreat. When | 
4 he 


—— 
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he croſſed the threſhold, he was ſtruck with ſuch 2 tc 


damp of prelaging fear, that he durit not in - perſon kc 
approach her apatment, nor even, by queſtioning the * 
ſervant, inform himfcif ot the particulats he wanted fe 
40 know: yet his ſuſpence becoming more infupport. al 
able than his fear, he ruſhed from room to room in tl 
queſt of that which was not to be found ; and, ſceing n 
Monimia's chamber-door open, entered the deferted v 
temple in a ſtate of diſtraction, calling aloud upon f 
her name. All was ſilent, ſolitary and wotul, * ſhe © 
is gone—{he cried, ſhedding a flood of tears)—lhe k 
* 1s for ever loſt ; and all my hopes of happineſs are 2. 
6 fled?” 8 


So ſaying, he ſunk upon that couch on which Mo- 
nimia had oft repoſed, and abandoned himſelf to all 
the excels of grief and deſpondence. In this deplora- 

ble condition he was found by our adventurer, who 
gently chid him for his want of reſolution, and again 
repelled his ſorrow. by arouſing his reſem ment againſt 
the innocent cauſe of his diſquiet, having betore- hand 
forged the particulars of provocation. Is it poſlible,? 
ſaid he, that Renaldo can (iti retain the leaſt ſenti- 
ment of regard for a fickle woman, by whom he has 
been ſo ungratefully forſaken and ſo unjuſtly [corned ? 
Is it poſſible he can be fo diſtutbed by the loſs of a 
creature who is her ſelf loſt to all virtue and decorum ? 
Time and reflection, my worthy friend, will cure you 
of that inglorious malady : and the future mi ſconduct 
of that imprudent damſel will, doubtleſs, contribute 
to the recovery of your peace. Her behaviour at 
leaving the houſe abs ſne had received fo many 
marks of the moſt delicate affection, was in all reſpett 
ſo oppoſite to honour and decency, that I could ſcarce 
refrain from telling her I was ſhocked at her deport- 
ment, even while the loaded me with proteſlations 
of love. When a woman's heart is once depraved, ſhe 
bids adieu to all reſtraint ;—ſhe preſerves no mea» 
ſures. It was not fimply contempt which ſhe expreſ- 
Jed for Renaldo; ſhe ſeems te reſent his being able 
to 
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to live under her diſdain ; and that reſentment loops 
to objects unworthy of indignation. Even your dog 


was not exęmpted from the effects of her diſpleaſure : 


for, in her paſſage to the door, ſhe kicked the poor 
apimal as one of your dependants ; and in our way to 
ihe apartment I had provided for her, ſhe entertained 
me with a ludicrous, comment upon the manner in 
which you firſt made her acquainted with your paſ- 
ſion. All that modeſty of carriage, all that chaſtity 
of converſation, all that dignity of grief, which ſhe 
knew ſo well how to affect, is now intirely laid afide, 


aud when I quitted her, ſhe ſeemed the moſt gay, 
giddy, and impertinent of her lex. 


6 Gracious powers!“ exclaimed Renaldo, ſtarting. 


rom the couch, am I under the deluſion of a dream; 
or are theſe things really ſo, as my friend has re- 


preſented them? Suck a total and ſudden degeneracy 
is amazing! is monſtrous and unnatural !'—+ Such, 
my dear count, replied our hero, is the caprice 
of a female heart, fickle as the wind, uncertain as 
a calm at ſea, fixed to no principle, but ſwayed by 
every fantaſtic guſt of paſſion, or oi whim, Con- 
gratulate yourſelf, therefore, my friend, upon your 
happy delieerance from ſuch a domeſtic plague 
upon the voluntary exile of a traitor from your bo- 
ſum :—recolle& the dictates of your duty, your 
diſcretion, and your glory, and think upon the 
honours and elevated enjoyment for which you are 
certainly: ordained. To night let us over a cheer- 
ful bottle anticipate your ſucceſs; and to-morrow 
{ will accompany you to the houſe of an uſurer, 
who, I am- mtormed, fears no riſk, provided 
twehty per gent, be given, aud the borrower's life 
wiured,” 


* 
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The art of borrowing further explained, and an account 
/ | of a flrange phenomenon. 


T* this manner did the artful incendiary work 
upon the paſſions of the credulous unſuſpecting 
Hungarian, who preſſed him to his breaſt with the 
moſt cordial expreſſions of friendſhip, calling him 
his guardian, his ſaviour, his ſecond father, and gave 
himſelf up wholly to his advice, f 

Next morning, according to the plan they had laid 
over night, they repaired to a tavern in the neigh. 
bourhood of the perſon to whom our adventurer had 
been directed, and were fortunate enough to find him 
in the houſe, tranſacting a money affair with a young 
gentleman who treated him with his morning's 
whet, 

That affair being negociated, he adjourned into 
another room with Renaldo and his companion, who 
were not a little ſurpriſed to fee this miniſter of Plu- 
tus in the ſhape of a young ſprightly beau, trimmed 
up in all the foppery of the faſhion; for they had hi- 
therto always aſſociated with the idea of an uſurer, 
old age and 1uſty apparel. After divers modiſh con- 
gees, he begged to know to what he ſhould attribute 
the honour of their meſſage; when Ferdinand, who 
ated the orator, told him, that his friend count 
Melville, having occaſion for a ſum of money, had 
been directed to a gentleman. of his name, and l 
«* ſuppole,” added he, * you are the ſon of the perſon 
s with whom the affair is to be negociaged.“ 

Sir,“ ſaid this petit maitre, with a ſmile, I per- 
© ceive you are ſurpriſed to ſee one of my profeſſion 
in the eppearance of a gentleman; and perhaps 
your wonder will not ceafe, when I tell you, that 
my education was liberal, and that I once had the 
« honour to bear a commiſſion in the Britilh arniz. 


I was indeed a fiift lieutenant of marines, and will 
| | + venture 
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venture to ſay, that no officer in the ſervice was 
more delicate than myſelf, in obſerving all the 
punctilios of honour, I entertained the utmoſt con- 
* tempt for all the trading part of the nation, and 
* ſuffered myſelf to be run through the body io a 
s duel, rather than roll with a brother-lieutenant who 
« was a broker's ſon: but, thank heaven! I have 
long ago conquered all thoſe ridiculous prejudices. 
. ſoon obſerved, that without money there was 
no reſpect, honour, or convenience to be acquired 
in life; that wealth amply ſupplied the want of 
© wit, merit, and pedigree, having influence and 


4 pleaſure ever at command; and that the world 


never failed to worſhip the flood of affluence, with- 
© out examining the dirty channels through which it 


commonly flowed. 


* At the end of the war, finding my appointments 
reduced to two ſhillings and four-pence per day, 


- © and being addicted to pleaſures which I could not 


+ poſſibly purchaſe from ſuch a fund, I ſold my half- 
+ pay for two hundred pounds, which I lent upon 
bond to a young officer of the ſame regiment, an 
condition that he would inſure his life, and reſtoxe 
one fourth part of the ſum by way of premium. I 
© happened to be lucky in this firſt eſſay ; for the 
* borrower, having in fix weeks expended the money, 
made an excurſion on the highway, was appre- 
* hended, tried, convicted of felony, and cut his 
© own throat, to prevent the ſhame of a public exe- 
* cution; ſo that his bond was diſcharged by the 
+ inſurers, ks 
© In ſhort gentlemen, when I engaged in this 
© buſineſs, I determined to carry it on with ſuch 
« ſpirit, as would either make my fortune, or entire- 
a Abe me in a little time; and hitherto my en- 
* deavours have been tolerably ſucceſsful: nor do I 
think my proceedings a whit more criminal or 
* unjuſt, than thoſe of other merchants, who ſtrive 
to turn their money to the beſt account, The com- 
D 2 © modity 


\ 


776 The ADVENTURES. 6f 
modity 1 deal in is caſh; and it is my buſineſs to In 
ell it to the belt advantage. A London ſactor lends il | 
©a cargo of goods to' market, and if he gets two 
hundred per cent. upon the ſale, he is commended 
for his indaſtry and addreſs. If I fell money for 
one fourth part of that profit, certain per ſons Will 
be ſo unjuſt, as to cry, ſhame upon me for taking 
Tuch advantage of my neighboar's diſtreſs: not 
conſidering, that the trader took four times the 
ſame advantage of thoſe people who bought his 
cargo, though his 1iſque was not half ſo great as 
miue; and although the money 1 ſold perhaps re- 
trieved the borrower from the very jaws of de- 
ſtruction: for example, it was but yeſterday I fav. 
ed a worthy man from being arreſted for a ſum of 
money, for which he had bailed a friend who 
treatherotſly left him in the lurch: as he did not 
foreſee what would Happen, he had made no pro- 
viſion for the demand; and his ſphere of life ſeclud- 
ing him from all forts of monied intercourſe, he 
could not raiſe the cath by his credit in the uſual 
way of borrowing ;' {o that, without my aſſiſtance, 
he mutt have gone to Jail ; a diſgrace which would 
have proved fatal to the peace of the family, and 
utterly ruined his reputation, Nay, that very 
young gentleman from "whom I juſt now parted, 
will, in all- probability, be indebted to me for a { 
very genteel livelihood. He bad, obtained the ab- 
t 
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'folute promiſe of being provided for, by @ great 
man, who fits at the helm of attarrs in a nerghbour- 
ing kingdom; but being deſtitute of all other re- 
ſources, he could not have equipped himſelf for 
the voyage, in order to profit by his lordſhip's in- 
tention, unleſs I had enabled him to purſue his 
good fortune,” N 
Renaldo was not a little pleaſed to hear this ha- 
"range, to which Fathom replied with many florid 
encomiums upon the uſurer's good ſenſe and humabe 
diſpoſition: then he explained the er rand of his . 
* ; | nie 
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hich was to borrow three hundred pounds, in order 
to retrieve his inheritance of Which he had been de- 
frauded in his abſence. a 

« Sir,” ſaid che lender, addreſſing himſelf to count 
Melville, I pretend to have acquired by experience 
* ſome {kill in phyſiognomy; and though there are 
© ſome faces ſo deeply diſguiſed as to baffle all the 
© penetration of our-art, there are others, in which, 
© the heart appears with ſuch nakedneſs of integrity, 
©. as at once to recommend it to our good will, I. 
© own your- countenance prepoſſeſſes me in your fa- 
* your; and you ſhall be accommodated, upon thoſe 
© terms from which I never deviate, provided you 
can find proper ſecurity, that you ſhail not quit the 
Britiſh dormnions; for that, with me, is a condi- 
tion fine qua non. 71 | 

This was avery diſagreeable declaration to Renaldo, 
who candidly owned, that as his concerns lay upon 
the continent, his purpoſe was to leave England with» 
out delay. The uſurer profeſſed himſelf forry that 
It was not in his power to oblige him ; and, in order, 
to prevent any farther importunity, aſſured them, he 
had laid it down as a maxim, from which he would 
never ſwerve, to avoid all dealings with the people 
whom (if need ſhould be) he could not ſue by the, 
laws of this realm. 

Thus the intervention of one unlucky and unfore- 
ſeen cireumſtance blaſted, in an inſtant, the budding 
hopes of Melville, who, while his viſage exhibited, 
the molt ſorrowful diſappointment, begged io know, 
if there was any perſon of his acquaintance, who might 
be leſs ſcrupulous in that particular. 

The young gentleman diretted. them to another 
member of his profeſſion, and wiſhing them ſucceſs, 
took his leave with great form and complaiſance. 
This inſtance. of politeneſs was however, no more 
than a ſhift to diſmgage himſelf the more eaſily from 


their intreaties: for, when the caſe was opened to the 


ſecond uſurer, he bleſſed himſelf from ſuch cuſtomers, 
| D 3 and 
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and diſmiſſed them with the moſt mortifying and 
boortſh refuſal... Notwithſtanding theſe repulſes, 
Renaldo reſolved to make one deſperate puſh; and, 
without allowing himſelf the leaſt reſpite, ſolicited, 
one by one, not fewer than fifteen 2 who dealt 
in this kind of traffic, and his propoſals were rejected 
by each. At laſt, fatigued by the toil, and exaſpe- 
rated at the ill ſucceſs of his expedition; and half 
mad with the recollection of his finances, which 
were now drained to half a crown; * Since we have 
nothing to expect,“ cried he, from the favour of 
© Chriſtians, -tet us have recourſe to the deſcendants 
© of Judah. Though they lie under the general re- 
©: proach of nations, as a people dead to virtue and 
« -benevolence, and wholly devoted to avarice, fraud, 
© and extortion, the molt ſavage of their tribe cannot 
treat me with more barbarity of indifference, than 
* I have experienced among thoſe who are the authors 
© of their reproach.” 

Although Fathom looked upon this propoſal as an 
extravagant ſymptom of deſpair, he affected to ap- 

rove the ſcheme, and encouraged Renaldo with the 

ope of ſucceeding in another quarter, even it this 
expedition ſhould fail: for, by this time, our ad- 
venturer was half reſolved to export him at his own 
charge, rather than he ſhould be much longer re- 
ſtricted in his dehgns upon Monimia. 

Mean while, being reſolved to try the experiment 
upon the children of Iſrael, they betook- themſelves 
to the houſe of a rich Jew, whoſe wealth they con- 
ſidered as a proof of his rapaciouſneſs; and, being 
admitted into his compting-houſe, they found him, 
in the midſt of half a dozen clerks, when Renaldo, 
in his imagination, likened him unto a miniſter of 
darkneſs ſurrounded by his familiars, and planning 
ſchemes of miſery to be executed upon the hapleſs 
ſons of men. In ſpite of theſe ſuggeſtions, which 
were not at all mitigated by the forbidding aſpect ot 
the Hebrew, he demanded a private audience; aud, 
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being uſhered into another apartment, he explamed 
his buſineſs with manifeſt marks of diſorder and af» 
fliftion. Indeed his confuſion was in ſome meaſure 
owing to the looks of the Jew, who, in the midſt 
of his exordium, pulled down his eye-brows, Which 
were ſurpriſingly black and buſhy, fo as, in appear- 
ance, totally to extinguiſh his viſage, though he was 
all the time obſerving our youth from behind thoſe 
almoſt impenetrable thickets. 

Melville, having ſignified his requeſt, * Young 
© gentleman,” ſaid the Iſraclite, with a molt diſcor- 
dant voice, * what in the name of gooduels could in- 
© duce you to come to me upon ſuch an ctrandꝰ Did 
you ever hear that I lent money to ftrangers wich- 
© out ſecurity ?—* No,' replied Revaldo, nor did 
believe 1 ſhould profit by my application: but 
« my affairs are deſperate; and my propoſals having 
been rejected by ay Chriſtian to whom they 
« were offered, I was relolved to try my fate amon 
© the Jews, who are reckoned another {ſpecies o 
men.“ 

Fathom, alarmed at this abrupt reply, which he 
ſuppoſed could not fail to diſguſt the merchant, inter- 
poſed in the converſation, by making an apology for 
the plain dealing of his fricend, who, he ſaid, was 
ſoured ang ruffled by his misfortunes ; then exerting 
that power of eloquence which he had at command, 
he expoſtulated __ Renaldo's claim and expecta- 
tions, deſcribed the wrongs he had ſuffered, extolled 
his virtue, and drew a moſt pathetic picture of his 
diltreſs, , | 

The Jew liſtened attentively for ſome time ; then 
his eyc-brows began to riſe and fall alternately ; he 
coughed, ſneezed, and winking hard, I'm plagued,” 
ſaid he, with a ſalt rheum that trickles from my 
© eyes without intermiſſion.“ So ſaying, he wiped the 
moiſture from his face, and proceeded in theſe Words: 
Sir, your ſtory is plauſible; and your friend is a 
good advocate; but, before I give an anſwer to 
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* your demand, I muſt beg leave to aſk if you can 
produce undeniable evidence of your being the 
identical perſon you really aſſume. If you are real- 
ly the Count de Melyil, you will excuſe my caution; 
we cannot be too much on our guard againſt 


fraud; though I muſt own you have not the air 
T of an impoſtor.“ | 


the teſtimony of the Emperor's miniſter, to whom 
he had occafionally paid his reſpeRs ſince his firlt ar- 
rival in England, | 


© trouble to call here to-morrow morning at eight 
4 
* the houſe of his excellency, with whom 1 have the 
* 
* 


object againſt your character, or pretenſions, I will 
contribute my aſſiſtance towards your obtaining 
juſtice at the imperial court.” 


unexpected reception, that he had not power to thank 
the merchant for his promiſed favour, but ſtood mo- 
tionleſs and ſilent, while the ſtreams of gratitude ran 
down his cheeks. This genuine emotion of the heart 
Was of more weight with the Jew, than the eloquent 
acknowledgment which Ferdinand took the. oppor- 
tunity of making for his friend; and he was fain to 
Aiſmiſs them a little abruptly, in order to prevent a 
Te ond diſcharge of that ſame rheum of which he had 
a cody complained, | 


dream, which had no foundation in truth; and was 
all day long in a fort of delirium, produced by the 
alternate guſts of hope and fear that ſtill agitated his 


being again diſappointed by ſome unlucky-occur- 
1ence. . 


hour 


Renaldo's eyes began to ſparkle at this preliminary 
queſtion ; to which he replicd, that he could procure | 


If that be the caſe,” ſaid the Jew, take the 
o'clock, and I-will carry you in my own coach to 


honour to be acquainted; and, if he has nothing to 


The Hungarian was ſo much confounded at this 


Melville recolle&ed all that had happened as a 


bo'om : for he was not yet without apprehenſion of 


He did not}- however, fail to be punddual to the 
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kour of his appointment, when the Jew told him, 
there would be no occaſion for viſiting the ambaſla- 
dor, becauſe Renaldo had been, the preceding day, 
recogniſed by one of the clerks who had been em- 
ployed as a purveyor in the imperial army; and who, 
knowing his family, confirmed every thing he had 
alleged. After breakfaſt,” continued this benewo- 
lent Iſraelite, I will give you an order upon my: 
* banker for five hundred pounds, that you may be 
© enabled to appear at Vienna, as the ſon and repre- 
© ſentative of Count Melville; and you ſhall alſo be 
* furniſhed with a letter of recommendation to a 
6 perſon of ſome influence at that court, whoſe friend- 
6 ſhip and countenance may be of ſome ſervice to 
* your ſuit: for I am now heartily engaged in your 
© intereſt, in conſequence of the fair and unblemiſh- 
* ed character which I find you have hitherto main- 
© tained.” 3% 
The reader muſt appeal to his own heart, to ac- 
ire a juſt idea of Renaldo's feelings, when every 
tittle of theſe promiſes was fulfilled, and the merchant 
refuſed to take one farthing by way of premium, 
contenting himfelft with the flender ſecurity of a per- 
fonal bond, He was, 1n truth, overwhelmed with 
the obligation, and certainly diſpoſed to believe, that 
this benefaftor was ſomething more than human. As 
for Fathom, his ſentiments took a different turn; and 
he ſcrupled not to impute all this kindneſs to fome 
deep laid intereſted ſcheme, the ſcope of which he 
could not at preſent comprehend, | 
After the tumults of the young gentleman's joy had 
ſubſided, and he found himfelf caſed of that burthen- 
ſome poverty, under which he had groaned fo long; 
his thoughts, which before were diſhpated npon the 
various circumſtances of diſtreſs, began to collect 
themſelves in a body, and to reſume their delibera- 
tions upon a ſubject which they had been long accuſ- 
tomed to conſider ; this was no other than the forlorn 


Monimia, whoſe idea now emerged in his boſom, be- 
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ing diſencumbered of one part of the load by which 
it had been depreſſed. He mentioned her name to 
Fathom, with marks of the moſt melting compaſſion, 
deplored her apoſtaſy; and, while he proteſted that 
he had divorced her for ever from his heart, expreſl. 
ed an inclination to ſee her once more, before his de- 
parture, that he might in perſon exhort her to peni- 
tence and reformation, _ | 

Our adventurer, who dreaded ſuch an interview as 
the inf;llible means of his own ruin, reſiſted the pro- 

ſal with the whole power of his clocution, He af- 

med, that Kenaldo's deſire was a manifeſt proof 
that he ſtill retained part of the fatal poiſon which that 
inchantreſs had ſpread within his veins, and that the 
. Gght of her, ſoftened by his reproaches into tears and 
affected contrition, would diſpel his reſentment, dif. 
able his manhood, and blow the embers of his for. 
mer paſſion to ſuch a rage, as would hurry him on 
to a reconciliation which-would debaſe his honour, 
and ruin his future peace. In a word, Ferdinand 
deſcribed the danger that would attend the meeting, 
in ſuch emphatic terms, that the Hungarian ſtarted 
with horror at the picture which he drew, and in 
this particular conformed with the admonition of his 
friend, 

One hundred pounds of the Jew's money was im- 
mediately appropriated for the payment of his moſt 
urgent debts ; the like ſum he pre nted to his friend 
Fathom, with a ſolemn promiſe of ſharing with him 
whatever good fortune might await him in Germany ; 
and tho' Monynia had forfeited all title to his regard, 
ſo ill could he bear the proſpett of her diſtreſs, that 
he entruſted his dear companion with the half of what 
remained, to be expended-for her uſe, fully reſolving 


to ſcreen her from the ſhocks and temptations © 
want, as the circumſtances of his future fate would al- 
ow. Py 
Fathom, far from oppoſing, applauded his genero- 
ity with marks of extreme wonder and admiration, 
aſſor ing 
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iſſuring him, that ſhe ſhould be put in poſſeſſion of 
his bounty, immediately after his departure, he be- 
ing unwilling to make her acquainted with her good 
fortune before that period, teſt finding his affairs in a 
fair way of being retrieved, ſhe ſhould be baſe enough 
to worſhip his returning proſperity, and, by falſe pro- 
feſlions, and artful blandiſhments, ſeck to calnare his 
hcart anew, 


CH AP. XLVIII. 


Count Fathom unmaſks his battery; is repulſed ; and varies 
his operations without effett. 


T7 VERY neceſſary preparation being made, Re- 
naldo, accompanied by our adventurer, took 
the road to Dover, where he embarked in a packet 
boat for Calais, after having ſettled a correſpondence + 
with his dear Ferdinand, from whom. he did not 
art without tears. He had before ſolicited him to be 
is fellow-traveller, that he might perſonally enjoy 
the benefit of his converſation, and ſuperior ſagacity ; 
but theſe intreaties he ſtrenuouſly oppoſed, on pre- 
tence of his being determined to puſh his fortune in 
* which he conſidered as his native country, 
and as the land in which (of all others) a man of 
merit has the beſt encouragement. Such were the 
reaſons he alleged, for refuling to attend his benefac- 
tor, who was himſelf eagerly deſirous of attaining a 
ſettlement in the iſland of Great Britain; but our he- 
ro's real motives for ſtaying wore a very different 
complexion, —The reader is already informed of his 
aim upon the fair orphen, which, at preſent, was the 
chief ſpring of his conduct: he may alſo recollett 
ſuch paſſages of his life, as were ſuthcient to deter 
him from re-appearing at Preſburg or Vienna: but 
deſides theſe reflections, he was Luises by a full 
per ſuaſion that Renaldo would fink under the power 
and influence of his antagoniſt, conſequently be render- 
ed incapable to provide for his friends; and that te 
himſelf; fraught with wiles and experience as he was, 
* D 6 cou. d 
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could not fail to make himſelf amends for what he 
had ſuffered among a people equally rich and un- 
thinking, 
Melville having embraced our adventurer, and with 
a deep ſigh bid him take care of the unfortunate Mo- 
nimia, commiited himſelf tothe ſea, and by the aſſiſ- 
tance of a favourable gale was, in four hours, ſafcly 
landed on the French ſhore ; while Fathom took poſt 
horſes for London, where he arrived that ſame night, 
and next day, in the forenoon, went to viſit the beau. 
teous mourner, who had as yet received no intima- 
tion of Renaldo's departure or deſign. He found her 
in the attitude of writing a letter to her inconitant 
lover, the contents of which the reader wall be ac- 
quainted with in due time. Her countenance, not- 
withſtanding the veil of melancholy by which it was 
overcaſt, ſeemed altogether ſerene and compoſed ; 
ihe was the picture of pious e and ſat like 
* PATIENCE ona wonument,  ſmilmg at grief.“ Alter 
having paid the compliment of the 22 Fathom 
egged pardon for having omitted to viſit her du- 
ring three days in which, he ſaid, his time had been 
wholly engroſſed in procuring a proper equipage for 
Count Melville, who had at laſt bid an eternal adicu 
to the ifland of Great Britain. | 
At this information the hapleſs Monimia fell back 
in her chair, and continued ſome minutes in a ſwoon ; 
irom which being recovered, * Excuſe me, Mr. Fa- 
* thom (cried ſhe, with a deep ſigh) this, I hope, is 
* the Jaſt agony I-ſhall feel from my unhappy paſlion. 
Then wiping the tears from her lovely eyes, ſhe re- 
trieved her tranquillity, and defired to kngw by what 
means Renaldo had been enabled to undertake tis 
Journey into the empire. Our hero, upon this occa- 
Hon, aſſumed the whole merit 4 having promoted 


the intereſt of his friend, by giving her to underſtznd, 
that he, in conſequence of an unforeſeen windfall, had 
defrayed ba- expence of the Count's equipment : 
though he obſerved, that it was not without reluc- 

| tance 
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tance he ſaw Renaldo make wrong uſe of his friend- 


hip. | | 
Altho' I was happy (proceeded this artful traitor) 
in being able to diſcharge my obligations to the houſe 
of Melville, I could not help feeling the moſt ſenſible - 
chagrin, when I ſaw my aſhliance rendered ſubſer- 
vient to the triumphs. of the youth's baſeneſs and infi- 
delity; for he choſe, as the companion of his travels, 
the abandoned women, for whom he had forſaken 
the all-perſect Monimia, whoſe virtue and accom- 
pliſhments did not preſerve her ſacred from his un- 
grateful ſarcaſms and unmannerly ridicule. Believe 
me, madam, I was ſo ſhocked at his converſation on 


that ſubject, and To much ingenſed at his want of de- 
licacy, that my temper was ſcarce ſufficient for, the 


ceremony of parting : and now that my debt to his 
fachily is overpaid, I have ſolemuly rcnounced his 
correſpondence,” | . 

When, ſhe heard, that, inſtead, of betraying the leaſt 
ſymptom of regret or compaſſion for her unhappy 
fate, the perfidious youth had exulted over her fall, 
and even made her a ſubject for his mirth, the blood 
revitited her faded cheeks, and reſentment reſtored to 
ber eycs that poignancy. which ſorrow had before 
overcame, Yet ſhe {corned to give ſpeech to her in- 
dignation,; but, foicing a. ſmile, © Why, ſhould I re- 
pibe,“ ſaid ſhe, at the mortifications,of a life which 
1 deſpiſe, and from which, I hope heaven will 
s ſpeedily Jet me tree !' _ * 

Fathom, fired by her emotion, which had recalled 
all the graces; of her heauty, exclaimed 16. 1 405 


Talk not ſo contemptuouſly of this life, Which Mh 


ill a fund, of ineſs in ſtore for the amisble, che 
CA Montes, Thovah one admirer. hath; pros 
ved an apoſtate to his vows, your.candeur will not 
© ſuffer you to condemn the whole ſex, Some there 
are, whoſe boſoms glow with paſſion <qually pure, 
+ unalterable and intenſe, For my own part, I have 
© ſacrificed to a rigid pundtilio of — che 1 * 
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© ideas of my heart, 1 beheld your unrivalled charms, 
© and deeply felt their power: yet, while poſſibility 
* of Melville's reformation remained, and while I 
© was reſtraind by my niggard fortune, from makin 
© a tender worthy of your acceptance, I S ed 
* with my inclinations, and bore without repining 
© the pangs of hopelefs love. But, now that my ho- 
©* nour is diſengaged, and my fortune rendered inde- 
pendant, by the laſt will of a worthy nobleman, 
© whoſe friendſhip I was favoured with in France, I 
© preſume to lay myſelf at the feet of the adorable 
© Monimia, as the moll faithful of admirers, whofe 
© happineſs or miſery wholly depends upon her nod. 
© Beheve me, madam, [theſe are not the profeſſions of 
© idle gallantry—1 ſpeak the genuine, though imper- 
© fe, language of my heart : words even the moſt 
< pathetic cannot do juſtice to my love. I gaze upon 
your beauty with raviſhment ; but I contemplate 
© the graces of your ſoul with ſuch awful veneration, 
© that I tremble while I approach you, as if my vows 
© were adreſſed to ſome fuperior being.“ 1 
During this declaration, which was pronounced in 
the moſt emphatic manner, Monimia was ſucceſſively 
agitated with ſhame, anger and grief; nevertheleſs, 
me ſummoned her whole philoſophy to her aid, 
and with a tranquil, though determined air, begged 
he would not diminiſh the obligations he had already 
conferred, by difturbing with fuch unſeaſonable ad- 
drefles, a poor unhappy maid, who had detached all 
her thoughts from earthly objects, and waited im- 
patiently for that diſſolution which alone could put 
a period to her misfortunes. 9 
_ Fathom imagining that theſe were no other than 
the ' ſuggeſtions of a temporary diſappointment and 
deſpondence, which it was his buſineſs to oppoſe 
with all his eloquence” and art, renewed his theme 
with redoubled ardour, and at laſt became ſo im- 
eee in his deſires, that Monimia, provoked 
eyond the power of concealing her reſemment, ns 
ta | p 
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ſhe was heartily ſorry to find herſelf under the ne- 


ceſſity of telling him, that, in the midſt of her. 
misfortunes, ſhe could not heip remembering what ſhe 
had been. Then riſing from her ſeat with all the 
dignity of diſpleaſure, * Perhaps, added ſhe, * you 
© have forgot who was the father of the once happy 
Monimia.“ | 

With theſe words ſhe retired into. another chamber, 
leaving our adventurer confounded by the repulſe 
he had ſuſtained. Not that he was diſcouraged from 
proſecuting his aim: on the contrary, this rebuff 
ſeemed to add freſh vigour to his operations, He 
now thought it high time to bring over Madam la 
Mer to his intereſt; and; to facilitate her converſion, 
took an opportunity of bribing her with ſome in- 


conſiderable preſents, after having amuſed her with 


a plauſible tale of his paſſion for Monimia, with 
whom ſhe undertook the office of his mediatrix, on 
the ſuppolition that his intentions were honourable, 
and highly advantageous to her lodger. | 

She was, firſt of all, inveſted with the office of 
obtaining pardon for the offence he had given; and 
in this negotiation ſhe fuccceded ſo well, as to 
become an advocate for his ſuit : accordingly, ſhe 
took all occaſions of magnifying his praiſe. His 
agreeable perſon was often the ſubje& of her diſ- 
courſe to the fair mourner: her admiration dwelt 
upon his politeneſs, good ſenſe, and winning deport- 
ment: and ſhe every day retailed little tories of his 
benevolence and greatneſs of ſoul, The defect in his 
birth ſhe repreſented as a circumſtance altogether 
foreign from the conſideration. of his merit; | elpe- 


cially in a nation where ſuch diſtinctions are as little 


reſpeRed as they will be in a future ſtate, She men- 
tioned ſeveral perſons of note, who baſked in the 
ſun-ſhine of power and fortune, without having en- 
joyed the leaſt hereditary aſſiſtance from their fore» 
fathers, One, ſhe ſaid, ſprung. from the loins of an 
obſcure attorney, another was the grandſon of a 1 
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de chambre, a third was the iſſue of an accomptant 
and a fourth the offspring of a woollen-draper: all 
theſe were the children of their own good works, 
and had raiſed themfelves upon their perſonal virtucs 
and addreſs; a foundation certainly more ſolid and 
honourable, than' a vague inheritance derived from 
anceſtors, in whoſe deſerts they could not be ſup- 
poſed to have bore'the leaft ſhare. 
Monimia liſtened to all theſe arguments with great 
patience and affabikty, though ſhe at once dived into 
the ſource from which all fuch infinuations flowed 
ſhe joined in the commendations of Fathom, and 
owned herſelf a particular inftance of that benevo- 
lence which the old lady had ſo juſtly extolled; but, 
once for all, to prevent the ſupplication which 
madam la Mer was about to make, ſhe ſolemnly pro- 
teſted, * that her heart was altogether ſhut againſt 
any other carthly engagement; and that her thoughts 
were altogether employed upon her eternal falva- 
tion. n | r ö : 
The aſſiduous landlady perceiving the ſteadineſs of 
het diſpoſition, thought proper to alter her method of 
proceeding, and, for the preſent ſuſpended that theme 
by which ſhe found her fair todger diſobliged. Re- 
folved to reconcile Monimia to life, before ſhe would 
again recommend Ferdinand to her love, ſhe en- 
deavoured to amuſe her imagination, by recounting 
the occaſional incidents of the day, hoping gradually 
to decoy her attention to thoſe fublunary objects 
from which it had been induftriouſly weaned : ſhe 
ſeaſoned her converſation with agreeable allies; en- 
Jarged upon the different ſcenes of pleaſure and di- 
verſion appertaining to this great metropolis ; prac- 
tiſed upon her palate, with the delicacies of eating; 
endeavoured to ſhake her temperance with repeated 
proffers and recommendations of certain cordials and 
reſtoratives, which ſhe alledged were neceſſary for the 
tecovery of her health; and preſſed her to make little 
221 | excurſions. 
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excurſions into the fields that ſkirt the town, for the 
benefit of air and exerciſe. 

While this auxiliary plicd the diſconſolate Moni- 
mia on one hand, Fathom was not remiſs on the 
other: he now {eemed to have ſacrificed his paſſion 
to her quiet; his diſcourſe turned upon more in- 
different ſubjects; he endeavoured to diſpel her me- 
lancholy with arguments drawn from philoſophy and 
religion; on ſome occaſions, he diſplayed all his 
fund of good humour, with a view to beguile her 
ſorrow-; he importuned her to give him the pleaſme 
of *ſquiring her to ſome place of innocent entertain- 
ment; and, finally, inſiſted upon her accepting a pe- 
cuniaty reinforcement to her finances, which he knew 
to be in a moſt conſumptive condition. 


C H AP. XLIX. 
Monimia's honour is protected by the interpoſition of 


heaven, 


W ITH chat complacency and fortitude which 
were peculiar to herſelf, this hapleſs ſtranger 
reſiſted all thoſe artful temptations. Her ſuſtenance 
was barely ſuch as exempted her from the guilt of 
being acceſſary to her own death; her drink was the 
ſimple element: ſhe encouraged no diſcourſe but 
that which turned upon the concerns of her immortal 
part; ſhe never went abroad except in viuts to a 
French chapel in the neighbourhood; ſhe refuſed the 
proffered aſſiſtance of our adventurer with equal ob- 
ſtinacy and politeneſs, aud with pleaſure ſaw herſelf 
waſting towards that period of mortality which was 
the conſummation of her wiſh, Yet her charms, 
far from mciting away with her conſtitution, ſeemed 
to triumph over tne decays of nature: her ſhape and 
features till retained that harmony for which they 
had always been diſtinguiſhed ; a mixture of majeſty 
and {weetneſs diffuſed itſelf in her looks, and her 
ſeebleneſs added. to that ſoft and feminine grace 
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which attracts the ſympathy, and engages the pro- 
. teftion of every humane beholder. The aflociates 
thus baffled in their attempt to excite her ideas of 
pleaſure, again ſhifted their plan, and reſolved to 
attack this forlorn beauty on the fide of fear and mor- 
tiſication. : 
Our adventurer became lefs frequent in his viſits, 
and more indifferent in his language and deportment ; 
while madam la Mer gradually rclaxed in that com- 
lacency and reſpe& with which ſhe had hitherto 
haved towards her fair lodger. She even began 
to drop hints of diſapprobation and reproach againit 
this pattern of innocence and beauty, and at length 
grew bold enough to tell her, that her misfortunes 
could be attributed to nothing but her own obſtinacy 
and pride; that ſhe had. been at great pains to dil- 
oblige the only perſon who was able and willing to 
raiſe her above dependance, and that if his protection 
ſhould be withdrawn, ſhe muſt be expoſed to the 
utmoſt extremity and diſtreſs, 

- Theſe infinuations, inſtead of producing the defired 
effect, inflamed the indignation of Monimia, who in 
a moſt dignified ſtile of rebuke, ehid her for her in- 
delicacy and preſumption, obſerving, that ſhe could 
have no title to take ſuch freedom with lodgers, 
whoſe punctuality and regular deportment left her 
no room to complain. Notwithſtanding this anima- 
ted reply, ſhe under went the molt deplorable anguiſh, 
when ſhe reflected upon the inſolence of this woman, 
from whoſe barbarity ſhe had no reſource; and ſee- 
ing no other poſſibility of redreſs than that of appeal- 
ing to the good offices of Fathom, ſhe conquered hcr 
reluctance ſo far as to complain to him of madam la 
Mer's incivility. 

Pleaſed with this application, he gave her to un- 
derſtand, with very little ceremony or preamble, 
that it wholly depended upon herſelf, whether ſhe 
ſhould continue to be wretched, or be delivered at 
once from all her cares and perplexity ; that, not- 
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withſtanding the diſdain with which ſhe had treated 
f his addreſſes, he was ftill ready to lay himſelf and 
| his fortune at her feet; and that if ſhe ſhould again 
reject the diſintereſted propoſal, the whole world and 
her own conſcience would charge upon her herſelf 
whatever calamities ſhe might be ſubjected to in the 
' ſequel. Interpreting into a favourable heſitation her 
filence, which was the reſult of wrath and amaze- 
meut, he proceeded to throw himſelf at her fect, and 
utter a romantic rhapſody; in the courſe of which, 
laving aſide all that reſtraint which he had hitherto 
preſerved, he ſeized her delicate hand, and preſſed 
it to his lips; nay, ſo far did he forget himſelf on 
this occaſion, that he caught the fair creature in his 
arms, and rudely raviſhed a kiſs from thoſe lips 
which he had before contemplated with the moſt 
diſtant reverence of deſire. ö | 
Having thus broken down the fences of decorum, 
and being heated with tranſport, he in all probabi- 
| ity would have a&ed the part of young Tarquin, 
and violated - by force that 4 ſhrine of honour, 
beauty, and unblemiſhed truth, had not the wrath 
| kindled by ſuch an unexpected outrage, inſpired her 
with ſtrength and ſpirits ſufficient to protect her 

virtue, and intimidate the ruffian who could offer 
violence to ſuch perfection. She broke from his 
deteſted embrace with ſurpriſing agility, and called 

aloud to her landlady for aſſiſtance ; but that diſereet 

matron was reſolved to hear nothing, and Fathom's 
appetite being whetted to a moſt brutal degree of 
eagerneſs, * Madam,“ ſaid he, all oppoſition is vain : 

© what you have refuſed to my intreaties, you ſhall 

yield to my power; and I am determined to force 

* you to your own advantage.“ 

So faying, he- ſprung towards -her with the moſt 

ſavage and impious intent, when this amiable heroine 
ſnatching up his ſword, which lay upon a by table, 
and unſheathing it inſtantaneouſly, preſented the point 
to his breaſt, and while her eyes glanced with * 
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rable keenneſs, Villain,” cried ſhe, * the ſpirit of 
my father animates my boſom, and the vengeance 
© of heaven ſhall not be fruſtrated.” He was not ſo 
much affected by his bodily danger, as awe-ſtruck 
at the manner of her addreſs, and the appearance of 
her aſpect, which ſeemed to. ſhine with ſomething 
ſupernatural, and actually diſordered his whole fa- 
culties, in ſo much that he retreated without attempt- 
ing to make the leaſt reply; and ſhe having ſecured 
the door after: his departure, ſat down to ponder upon 
this ſhocking event. | 

Words are wanting to deſcribe_ the accumulated 
horrors that took: poſſeſſion, of her mind, When ſhe 
thus beheld all her preſaging fears realized, and found 


herſelf at the mercy of two Wretches, Who had now 
pulled off the,maſk, after having loſt all ſentiments. 
of humanity. Common affliction was an agreeable 


reverie to what ſhe ſuffered, deprived of her parents, 
exiled from her friends and country, reduced to the 
brink. of wanting the moſt indiſpenſable neceſſaries 
of life, in a foreign land,*where ſhe knew not one 


perſon to whoſe protection the could have recourſe, 


from the inexprefiible woes that environed her: ſhe 
complained to heaven that her life was protracted, for 


the augmentation of that miſery which was already too 
ſevere to be endured ; for ſhe ſhuddered at the proſ- 
pect of being utterly. abandoned in the laſt ſtage of 


mortality, without one friend to cloſe her eyes, or do 
the laſt offices of humanity to her preathleſs corſe. 


Theſe were dreadful refl-ctions to a young lady who. 


had been born to affluence and ſplendor, trained up 
in all che elegance of education, by nature fraught 
with that ſenſibility which refines the ſentiment and 
taſte, and ſo tend:rly cheriſhed by her indulgent. 
parents, that they ſuffered not the winds of heaven 

© to. viſit her ſace too roughly.” | 
Having paſſed the night in ſuch agony, ſhe roſe at 
day- break, and hearing the chapel bell toll for morn- 
ing prayers, teſulved to go to this place of worſhip, 
; ni 
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in order to implore the afliſtance of heaven: ſhe no 
ſooner opened her chamber door, with this intent, 
than ſhe was met by Madam la Mer, who after hav- 
ing profeſſed her concern for what had happened 
-over night, and imputed Mr, Fathom's rudeneſs to 


the ſpirit of intoxication, by Which ſhe had never 


before ſeen him poſſeſſed, ſhe endeavoured to diſſuade 


Monimia from her purpoſe, by obſerving that her 
health would be prejudiced by the cold morning air; 


but finding her determined, ſhe inſiſted upon accom- 
panying her to chapel, on pretence of reſpect, though 
in reality, with a view to prevent the eſcape of her 
beauteous lodger. Thus attended the hapleſs mour- 
ner entered the place, and according to the laudable 
hoſpitality of England, which is the only country 


in chriſtendom Where a ftranger is not made wel- 
come to the houſe of God; this amiable creature, 


emaciated and unfeebled as ſhe was, muſt have ſtodd 
in a common paſſage; during the whole ſervice, had 
not ſhe been perceived by-a humane gentlewoman, 


who ſtruck with her beauty and dignified. air, and 


melted with fympathy, at the ineffable forrow-which 


Was viſible in her countenance, opened the pew in 
* which the fat, and accommodated Monimia and her 
attendant: if ſhe was captivated by her: firſt appear- 
"ance, the was not Jeſs affected by the deportment of 
her fair gucſt, which was the pattern of genuine de- 

votion. y | 


In a word, this good lady, who was a merchant's 


widow in opulent circumſtances, was inflamed with 


a longing deſire to know and befriend the amiable 


"ſtranger, who, after ſervice, turning about to thank her 
for her civility, madam Clement, with that frankneſs 
-whioh is the reſult of true benevolence, told her, ſhe 


was too much prepoſſeſſed in her favour to let tp this 

opportunity of craving her acquaintance, and of ex- 

preffing her inclination to alleviate (if poſſible) that 
atfliction which was manifeſt in her looks. 

Monimia, overwhelmed + wah gratitude and ſur- 

| prize, 
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prize, at this unexpected addreſs, gazed upon the lady 
in ſilence, and when ſhe repeated her tenders of ſei. 
vice, could make no other reply to her goodneſs, than 
by burſting into a flood of tears: this was a ſpecious 
ol eloquence, which did not paſs unregarded by ma. 
dam Clement, who, while her own eyes were bedew. 
ed with the drops of ſympathy and compaſſion, took 
the lovely orphan by the hand, and led her, without 
further ceremony, to her own coach, that ſtood wait. 
ing at the door, whither they were followed by Mrs, 
La Mer, who was ſo much confounded at the adven. 
ture, that ſhe made no objections to the propoſal of 
the lady who handed her lodger into the carriage; but 
retired; with all poſſible . to make Fathom 
acquainted with this unforeſeen event. 

Mean while, the agitation of Monimaa, at this pro. 
vidential deliverance, was ſuch as had well nigh de. 
ſtroyed her tender frame: the blood guſhed and for. 
ſook her cheeks by turns; ſhe trembled from head to 
foot, notwithſtanding the conſolatory aſſurances of 
madam Clement; and, without being able to uttcr 
one word, was conducted to the bouts of that kind 
benefactreſs, where the violence of her tranſports 
overpowered her conſtitution, and ſhe ſunk down up- 
on a couch in a ſwoon, from which ſhe was not eaſily 
recovered, This affecting circumſtance augmented 

the pity, and intereſted the curiolity of madam Cle- 
ment, - who concluded there was ſomething very ex- 
traordinary in the caſe of the ſtranger, to produce 
theſe agonies; and grew impatient to hear the patti- 
culars of her ſtory. 

Monimia no ſooner retrieved the uſe of her facul- 
ties, than looking around, and obſerving with what 
humane concern her new hoſteſs was employed in 
- effefting her recovery, Is this (ſaid ſhe) a flattering 
- © illuſion of the brain? or am I really under the pro- 

© tection of ſome beneficent being, whom heaven 
© hath inſpired with generoſity, to reſcue an hapleſs 
- + ſtranger from the moſt forlora ſtate of miſery and 


| s woe?” 
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© woe?? Her voice was, at all times, Ttaviſhingl 
ſweet; and this exclamation was pronounced wit 
ſuch pathetic fervour, that madam Clement claſped 
her in her arms, and kiſſing her with all the eagerneſs 
of maternal affeftion, © Yes, (cried ſhe) fair creature, 
© heaven hath beſtowed upon me an heart to compaſ . 
© fionate, and power, I hope, to lighten the burthen 
of your ſorrows.” 

She then prevailed upon her to take ſome nouriſh- 
ment, and afterwards to recount the particulars of her 
fate; a taſk ſhe performed with ſuch accuracy and 
candour, that madam Clement, far from ſuſpecting 
her ſincerity, ſaw truth and conviction in every eir- 
cumſtance of her tale; and having condoled her mis- 
fortunes, entreated her to forget them, or, at leaſt, 
look upon herſelf as one ſheltered under the care awd 
tuition of a perſon, | whoſe ſtudy it would be to ſup- 
Ply her want of natural parents, This would have 

een an happy viciſſitude of fortune, had it not ar- 
rived too late; but ſuch a ſudden and unlooked for 
tranſition, not only diſordered the faculties of poor 


Monimia's mind, but alſo overpowered the organs of 


her body, already fatigued and enfeebled by the diſ- 
treſſes ſhe had undergone; ſo that ſhe was taken ill of 
a fever that ſame night, and became delirious before 
morning, when a phylician was called to her aſſiſtance. 

While this gentleman was in the houſe, madam 
Clement was viſited by Fathom, who after having 
complained, in the moſt inſinuating manner, that ſhe 


had encouraged his wife to abandon ber duty, told her 


a plauſible ſtory of his firſt acquaintance with Moni- 
mia, and his marriage at the Fleet, which, he ſaid, 


he was ready to prove, by the evidence of the clergy- 


man who joined them, and that of Mrs. la Mer, wha 
was ore at . the ceremony. The good lady, al- 
though a little ſtaggered at the genteel appearance, and 
engaging addreſs of this ſtranger, could not — 
upon herſelf to believe that ſhe had been impoſed up- 
ou by her fair lodger, who, by this time, had given 

| þ too 


96 The ADVENTURES of 


too convincing a proof of het ſineerity; nevertheleß, 
in order to prevent any diſpute that might be preju. 
dicial to the health or recovery of Monimia, {he gave 
him to underſtand, that ſhe would not, at preſent, 
enter upon the merits of che cauſe, but only aſſure him, 
that the young lady was actually bereft of her ſenſos, 
and in imminent danger of her life? for the truth of 
which aſſertions ſhe would appeal to his on ober- 
vation, and the opinion of the phyſician, who was 
then employed in Writing a preſcription for the cute 
of her diſeaſe. | 2 
So ſaying, ſhe conducted him into the chamber, 
where he beheld the hapleſs virgin. ſtretched upon a 
. ek bed, panting under the violence of a diſtemper 
too mighty for her weakly frame, her hair diſhevelled, 
and diſcompoſure in her looks; all the roſes of her 
youth were faded, yet all the graces of her beauty 
were not fled : ſhe retained that {weetneſs and ſym- 
-metry, Which death itſelf - would not deſtroy; aud 
though her. diſcourſe was incoherent, her voice was 
fill muſicel, reſembling thoſe feathered ſongſters who 
- + warble their native wood- notes wild.” | 
Fathom, as upon all other occaſions, ſo on this, did 
behave like an inimitable actor; he ran to the bed- 
ſide, with all the trepidation of a diſtracted lover; he 
fell upon his knees, and while the tears rolled down 
his checks, imprinted a thouſand kiſſes on the loft 
hand of Monimia, who regarding him-with a lack 
luſtre, and undiſtinguiſhing eye, Alas! Renaldo, {laid 
* ſhe) we were born to be unhappy“ Would to 
heaven! (crica Ferdinand, in a tranſport of grief) the 
* wretch Renaldo had never been born! that is the 
© villain who ſeduced the affection of this unſortunate 
* woman. I admitted the graitor into my fncndihip 
c 
6 


— 


and confidence, relieved him in his-neccllities ; and. 
like the ungrateful viper, he hath ſtung the very 
© boſom that cheriſhed him in his diſtreſs? - Then he 
proceeded to inform madam Clement, how he bad 
delivered that ſame Renaldo from priſon, maintain«d 


him 


. 
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him afterwards at a great expence, and, at length, fur- 
iſhed him with a fam of money, and proper creden- 
tials to ſup his intereſt at the court of Vienna. 
Having finiſhed this detail, he aſked the phyſician's 
ſentiments of his wife's diſtemper, and being told, 
that her life was in extreme jeopardy, begged he 
would uſe his utmoſt endeavours in her behalf, and 
even made him a tender of an extraordinary fee; 
which was refuſed : he alſo thanked Madam Clement 
for her charity and benevolence' towards a ſtranger, 
and took his leave, with many polite profeffions © 
gratitude and eſteem. He had no ſooner quitted the 
houſe, than the phyſician, who was a humane man, 
ind a foreigner, began to caution the lady againſt his 
inſinuations, obſerving, that ſome circumſtances 
the ſtory concerning Renaldo, were, to his particular 
knowledge, contrary to truth: for that he himſelf 
had been applied to, for letters of recommendation, 
in behalf of count Melville, by a Jew merchant of his 
zcquaintance, who had ſupphed the young gentleman 
with money ſufficient for bis occaſions, in ION 


of a minute inquiry he had made into the character of 
Renaldo, who was, by all reports, a youth of ſtrict 


honour, and untainted morals. 
Madam Clement, thus cautioned, entered into de- 
beration with her own thoughts, and comparing the 


particulars. of this account with thoſe of Monimia's 


own ſtory, ſhe concluded, that Fathom was the ver 
traitor he himſelf had deſcribed; and that he had, 


by abuſing the confidence of both, effected a fatal 


breach between two innocent and deſerving. lovers. 
She accordingly looked upon him with horror and 
deteſtation ; but, nevertheleſs reſolved to treat him 
with civility in the mean time, that the poor young 
hdy might not be diſturbed in her laſt moments; for 


Ide had now loſt all hopes of her recovery. Yet the 


leyer abated, and in two days ſhe retrieved the uſe 
ber reaſon; though the diſtemper had affected her 
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lungs, and ſhe was in all appearance doomed to lin. 
ger a few weeks longer in a conſumption, 

Fathom was punctual in his viſitation, though never 
admitted into her preſence after the delirium vaniſh. 

ed; and he had the opportunity of ſeeing her con- 
veyed in a chariot to Kenſington Grave]-pits, a place 
which may be termed the laſt ſtage of many a mortal 
| yeregrination: He now unplicitly believed, that 

death would in a few days baffle all his deſigus upon 
the unfortunate Monimia ; and foreſeeing, that, as he 
Had owned himſelf her buſband, he might be obliged 
to defray the expence incurred by her ſickneſs and 
burial, he very prudently intermitted in his viſits, 
and had recourſe to the intelligence of his 2uxi 
Iiary. 

As for Monimia, ſhe approached the goal of life; 
not ſimply with reſignation, but with rapture : ſhe 
enjoyed, in tranquillity, the converſation of her kind 
benefactreſꝭ, who never ſtirred from her apartment; 
ſhe was bleſſed with the ſpiritual conſolation of a 
worthy. clergyman, who removed all her religious 
e and ſhe congratulated herſelf on the near 
2 pect of that land of peace where ſorrow is not 

NOWN. 

At length Mrs. la Mer gave notice to our adven- 
turer of this amiable young lady's deceaſe, and the 
time fixed for the interment : upon which theſe two 
virtuous aſſociates took poſſeſſion of a place, from 
whence they could, unperceived, behold the funcral, 
He muſt have a hard heart, who, without an emotion 
of pity, can ſee the laſt offices performed to a young 
creature cut off in the flower of youth and beauty, 
even though he knows not her name, and is an utter 
ſtranger to her virtues —How callous then muſt the 
ſoul of that wretch have been, who, without a ſymp- 
tom of remorſe or concern, ſaw the ſable hearſe 


adorned with white plumes, as emblems of Moni- 


am1a's pur ity, pals betore him, While her incompa- 


rable 
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rable merit ſtood full in his remembrance, and he 
knew himſelf the wicked cauſe of her untimely 
fate ! | | 

Perfidious wretch! thy crimes turn out ſo atro- 
cious, that I half repent me of having undertaken to 
record thy memoirs : yet ſuch monſters ought to be 


exhibited to public view, that mankind may be upon - 


their guard againſt impoſture ; that the world may 
ſee how fraud is apt to overſhoot itſelf ; and that, as 
virtue, though it may ſuffer for a while, will triumph 
in the end; ſo iniquity, though it may proſper for a 
ſeaſon, will at laſt þe overtaken by that puniſhment 
and diſgrace which are its due, 


CHAP, . 
Fathom ſhifts the ſcene, and appears in a new character. 


ATHOM's expectations, with reſpect to the fair 
orphan, having thus proved abortive, he loſt no 
time in bewailing his miſcarriage, but had immediate 
recourſe to other means of improving his ſmall for- 
tune, Which, at this period, amounted to near two 


hundred pounds. Whatever inclination he had to 


reſume the character he had formerly bore in the po- 
lite world, he durſt not venture to launch out again 
into the expence neceſſary to maintain that ſtation, 
becauſe his 3 reſources were now ſtopt, and all 
the people of faſhion by this time convinced of his 
being a needy adventurer. Nevertheleſs, he reſolved 
to ſound the ſentiments of his old friends at & dif- 
tance, and judge, from the reception he ſhould meet 
with, how far he might preſume upon their counte- 
nance and favour: for he rightly ſuppoſed, that, if 
he could in any ſhape contribute to their intereſt or 
athuſement, they would eaſily forgive his former pre- 
tenſions to quality, arrogant as they were, and ſtill 
entertain him on the footing of a neceſſary acquaint- 
ance. + 330 If nn 44 ' | | 4; £2149 
Wich this view, he one day prefented himſelf at 
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court in à very gay ſuit of clothes, and bowed, at a 
diſtance, to many of his old faſhionable friends of 
both ſexes, not one of whom favoured him with 
any other notice, than that of a quarter curt'ſy, or 
ſlight inclination of the head : for, by this time, the 
few that remembered him knew from What retire. 
ment he now emerged, and avoided him according] 
as the jail infection: but the greater part of tho, 
who had cultivated him in the zenith of his fortune, 
were now utter ſtrangers to his perſon, which they 
had actually forgot, amidſt the ſucceſſion of novelties 
that ſurrounded them ; or, if they did recolle& his 
name, it was remembered as an old faſhion which 
had been many months out of date. 

Notwithſtanding theſe mortifying diſcouragements, 
our hero, that ſame evening, effected a Todgement in 
a certain gaming-houſe not far from St. James's ; 
and, as he played pretty high, and made a parade of 
his ready money, he was ſoon recognized by divers 

erſons of conſcquence, who cordially welcomed 
him to. England, on 'pretence of believing. he had 
been abroad, and with great Ne repeated 
their former profeſſions of friendſhip. 

was a certain way of retaining thefavour of thoſe 
worthies, while his finances continued to flouriſh 
and his payments were prompt, he knew the weak- 
neſs of his funds too well, to think they could bear 
the viciſſitudes of play ; and the remembrance of the 
two. Britiſh knights who had ſpoiled him at Paris 
hung over his imagination with the moſt frightful 
preſages: beſides, he perceived that gaming was now 
managed in loch a manner, as rendered {kill and 
dexterity of no advantage: for the ſpirit of play hav- 
ing overſpread the land, like a peſtilence, raged to 
ſuch a degree of madneſs and deſperation, that the 
unhappy. people Who were infected, laid aſide all 
thoughts of amuſement, &conomy, or caution, and 
riſked their fortunes upon iſſues equally extravsgaut, 
childiſh, and abſurd, * 1 s 
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The whole myſtery of the art was reduced to the 
ſimple exerciſe Jt ng up a guinea, and the luſt of 
Jolged to a ſurpriſing 
pitch of ridiculous intemperance. In one corner of 
the roam might be heard a pair of lordlings running 
their grandmothers againſt each other, that is, l 
lums on the longeſt liver; in another the ſucceſs o 
the wager depended pon the ſex of the landlady's 
the waiters happening to drop 
down in an apoplectic fit, a certain noble peer exe 
claimed. Dead for a thouſand pounds.“ The chal: 
lenge was immediately accepted ; and when the wal- 
ter af the houſe ſent for a ſurgeon to attempt the 
cure, the nobleman who ſet the price upon the pa- 
tient's head, inſiſted upon his being left to the efforts 
of nature alone, other wiſe the wager ſhould be void; 
nay, when the lanclord harped upon the loſs he 
mould ſuſtain by the death of a truſty ſervant, his 
lordihip obviated the objeftion, by deliring that the 
fcllow might be charged iu the bill. | 
In ſhort, the rage of gaining ſeemed. to have de- 
voured all their other faculties, and to have equalled 
the raſh enthuſiaſm of the inhabitants of Malacca in 


the Eaſt Indies, who are ſo poſſeſſed with, that per- 


nicious ſpirit, that they ſacrifice to it not only their 


fortunes, but alſo their wives and children; and then 


letting their hair down upon their ſhoulders, in imi- 
tation of the ancient Lacedemonians when they de- 
voted themſelves to death, thoſe wretches unſheath 
their daggers, and murder every. living ereature in 
their way, In this, however, they differ from the 
gameſters of our country, who never find their ſenſes, 
until they have loſt thei: fortunes, and beggared their 
families; whereas the Malayſe never * run a muck,“ 
but in conſequence of miſery and deſp art. 

Such are the amuſements, or. rather, ſuch is the 
continual employment of thoſe hopeful youths wha 
are deſtiged by birth to be the judges of our proper, 
ty, aud pillars of our conſtitution; ſuch are the 
WM: 2” 18 3 heirs 
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heirs and repreſentatives of thoſe patriots who plan. 
ned, and thoſe heroes who maintained, the laws and 
freedom of their country; who wete the patrons of 
merit, the fathers of the poor, the terror of vice and 
immorality, and, at once, the ornaments and ſupport 
of an happy nation. WR 
Our adventurer conſidered all theſe circumſtances 
with his wonted ſagacity, and ſeeing upon what pre- 
carious footing he mult ſtand, ſhould he rank him- 
Telf with ſuch ſociety, he wiſely came to the reſolu- 
tion of deſcending one ſtep in the degrees of lite, 
and of taking upon him the title of phyſician, under 
Which he did not deſpair of inſinuating himſelf into 
the: pockets of his patients, and into the ſecrets of 
private families, ſo as to acquire a; comfortable ſhare 
of practice, or captivate the heart of ſome heirefs or 
rich widow, whoſe fortune would at once render him 
independent and happy. | 

After this determination, his next care was to con- 
cert meaſures for his firſt appearance in this new cha- 
rafter; well knowing, that the ſucceſs of a phyſician, 
in a great meaſure, depends upon the external equi- 
page in which he firſt declares himſelf an adept in 
the healing art. He firſt of all procured a few books 
on the ſubje@ of medicine, which he ſtudied with 
great attention, during the remaining part of the win- 
ter and ſpring, and repaired to Tunbridge with the 
firſt of the ſeaſon, where he appeared in the uniform 
of Eſculapius, namely, à plain ſuit full trimmed, 
with a voluminous” tyè perriwig; believing that in 
this place be might glide as it were e e 
into the functions of his new employment, and gra- 
dually accuſtom himſelf to the method and form of 
prefcription. my | | 

A man ſo welFknnwn in the gay world could not 
be ſuppoſed to effect ſuch a transformation. without 
being obſerved; and therefore, in order to anticipate 
the cenſure amd ridicule of thoſe who might be 


tempted to make themſelves merry at his 9 | 
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he, on his arrival at the Wells, repaired to the ſhop of 
an apothecary, and calling for pen, ink, and paper, 
wrote a preſcription, which he deſired might be im- 
medrately made up. While this was doing by the 
ſervant, he was invited into a parlour by the maſter, 
with whom he entered into converfation touching the 
3 of the Tunbridge- water, which feemed to 
ave been his particular ſtudy : and indeed he had 
err Rouzec's treatiſe on that ſubject with inde- 
atigable aſſiduity. From this theme, he made di- 
greſſions into other parts of medicine, upon which 
he ſpoke with ſuch plauſible elocution, that the apo- 
thecary, whole knowledge in that art was not very 
profound, looked upon him as a phyſfrcian of great 
learning and experience, and hinted a deſrre of know- 
ing his name and ſituation. ; 
Fathom, accordingly gave him to underſtand, that 
he had ſtudied phyſic, and had taken his degrees at 
Padua, rather for his amuſement, than with any 
view of exerciſing medicine, as he then could not, 
poſſibly foreſee the misfortunes which had ſinèr hap- 
ened to his family, and by which he was now com- 
pelled to have recourſe to a profeſſion that was very 
much beneath the expectations of his bitch. Yet he 
bore his diſappointments with reſignation, and even 
good humour, and bleſſed his ſtars Sh having inclined 
him to the ſtudy of any branch of knowledge by 
which he might be enabled to laugh at the viciſſitudes 
of fortune. He then obſerved, that he had prac- 
tiſed with ſome applauſe at the hot-well near Briſtol, 
before he thought he ſhould be ever reduced to the 
neceſſity of taking a fee ; and that, in all probability, 
his metamorphoſis, when known, would furnith 
matter of ſurpriſe and merriment to ſome of his 
old acquaintance. 
The apothecary was 00 Ily ſtruck with his polite 
addreſs, and pleaſed with his agreeable diſcourſe 
he conſoled him for the misfortanes of his family, 
by aſſuring him, that in England nothing could be 
E 4 more 
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more honourable, or indeed profuable, than the chz 
racter of a phyfician, provided be could once wriggle 
himſelf into practice; and inſinuated, that. although 
he. was reſtricted by certain engagements with other 

erſons of the faculty, he ſhould be glad of an op- 
partuniy to ſhew his regard for doctor Fathom, 
This was a very effedtual method which our hero 
took to intimate his new character to the public. By 
the induſtry and communicative diſpoſition of the 
apothecary, it was circulated in half a day through 
every family in po; and next morning, when 
Ferdinand appeared, the company forthwith affem- 
bled in ſeparate greups, and from each knot he 
heard his name reverberated in a whiſper, | 
. Having thus announced himſelf to all whom it 
might concern, and allowed the ladies two days to 
diſcufs the merit of his transhguration, together with 
the novelty of the caſe, he ventured to ſalute, at a 
diſtance, a lady and her daughter, who had been his 

atients at the hot-well ; and although they honourcd 
bo bow with the return of a flight curtſy, they gave 
him not the leaſt encouragement to make a nearcr 
approach, Notwithſtanding this rebuff, he conclu. 
ded, that ſhould the health of cither come in queſtion, 
they would renew their application to his ſkill, and 
what was refuſed by their pride, would be granted 
by their appiebenſion. Here, however, he happened 
to be miſtaken in his conjeCture,  _ - 495 
The young lady, being ſeized with a violent head- 
ach and palpitation, her mother deſired the apothe- 
cary to recommend a phyſician; and the perſon with 
whom he was contracted. being at that time abſcut, 
and diſcretion: but the good lady tejected the pro- 
ofal with diſdain, becauſe ſhe had formerly known 
32 in the character of a count; though that very cha- 
recter was the chief reaſon that had then induced her 
to clave his advice, 

Such 


| pe propeſet doctor Fathom as a man of great ability. 
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Such 3s the caprice of the world in general, that 
whatever bears the face of naveliy captivates, or ra- 
ther bewitches the imagination, and confounds the 
ideas of reaſon and common ſenſe. If, for example, 
a ſcullion, from the clinking of pewter, ſhall conceive 


z taſte for the clinking of rhime, and make ſhift to 


bring together twenty ſyllables, ſo as that the tenth 
and laſt ſhall have the like ending, the compoſition 1s 
immediately extolled as a miracle; and what appeals 
to the admiration, is not the wit, the elegance or, 
oetry of the work, but the uncultivated talent, and 
humble ſtation of the author. A reader does not 
exclaim, What a delicate ſentiment ! what a beauti- 
© ful ſimile! what eaſy and muſical verſification !* 
but cries in rapture, * Heavens! what a prodigy! a 
© poet from the ſcullery! a muſe in hvery! or, 
Apollo with a trowel!'—The public is aſtoniſhed 
into liberality—the ſcullion cats from thoſe trenchers 
he ſcowered before the footman is admitted into 
the coach, behind which he was wont to ſtand; and 
the bricklayer, inſtead of plaiſtering walls, bedaubs 
his illuſtrious partner with the mortar of his praiſe. 
Thus, lifted into an higher ſphere, their talenis receive 
cultivation ; they become profeſſed bards, and though 
their ſubſequent works bearevident marksof improve- 
ment, they are negletted among the reſt of their bre- 
thren, becauſe that novelty, which recommended 
them in the beginning, no longer remains. 
So it fared with our adventurer in his new occupe- 
tion. There was ſomething ſo extraordinary in a noble- 
man's underſtanding medicine; and fo uncommon in 


a phyſician's preſcribing gratis, that the curioſity and 
e 


tion of the company at Briſtol were engaged, 
zud they followed his advice, as the direction of 
ſome ſupernatural intelligence: but, now that he 
profeſſed himſelf one of the faculty, and might be 


ſuppoſed to have refreſhed his memory, and rein- 


forced his knowledge. for the occaſion, he, was as 
much oyerlaoked as any 72 phyſician pnlupporied 
Aan Fa Y , 
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by intereſt or cabal; or, at leaſt, the notice he at. 
tracted was not at all to the advantage of his character, 
becauſe it wholly regarded the decline of his fortune, 
which is a never-fathing fund of difgrace. 
Theſe mortifications did not overcome the patience 
and perſeverance of Fathom, who foreſaw that the 
ſoothing hand of time would caſt a veil of oblivion 
over thoſe ſcenes which were remembered to his pre- 
judice; and that, in the mean time, though, he was 
excluded from the private parties of the falt ſex, in 
which his main hope of ſucceſs was placed, he ſhould 
be able to inſinuate himſelf into ſome degree of fa- 
vour and practice among the male patients; and ſome 
lucky cure, properly diſplayed, might be the means 
of propagating his fame, and baniſhing that reſerve 
which at preſent interfered with his purpoſe. Ac- 
cordingly, it was not long before he found means to 
break that ſpell of univerfal prejudice that hedged 
him in, At the ordinary which he frequented, his 
polite carriage, facetious remarks, andagreeableſtorics, 
ſoon coneiliated the regard of hisfellow-gueſts, among 
whom he ſometimes rallied his own transformation 
with ſingular good humour and ſucceſs : he was even 
witty upon his want of employment, and uſed to ob- 
ſerve, that a phyſician, without praftice, had one 
comfort to which his brethren were ſtrangers, name- 
ly. that the ſeldomer he had occaſion to preſcribe, 
the leſs he had upon his conſcience on account of 
being acceſſory to the death of his fellow-creatures, 
Nothing fo effcctually blunts the ſhafts of ridicule, 
and deſeats the aims of ſlander, as this method of 
anticipation. In ſpite of the arrows that were level- 
led againſt his reputation from every tea-table at 
Tunbridge, he made his party good among almoſt 
all the gay young gentlemen that frequented the place: 
far from avoiding his company, they began to court 
his converſation, and he was commonly ſeen in the 
walks, ſurrounded with a group of admirers. 
Having thus'/paved the wy . 
* N the 
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the invidious prepoſeFop that obſtructed his views, 
be, one night, While every perſon, was lulled in the 
arms of repaſe, and univer lal ſſlance prevailed,” tuned 
his violin, and 2 to play ſome. maſterly airs, in 
a tone ſo uncommonly expreſſive, and with ſuch 
raviſhing dexterity of execution, that a certain lady, 
who Jodged in the ſame houſe, being waked by the 
mulic, and ignorant of the ſource from wiych it flows - 
ed, liſtened with rapture, as to the harp of an angel, 
and wrapping. herſelf in a looſe gown; roſe and apened 
her chamber: door, in order to diſcover in what apart» 
8 muſician reſided. She ng ſooner entered the 
pa ag than ſhe found. her ſellow lodgers already 
alembled on the ſame occaſion; and there they re- 
mained during the beſt part of the night, trauſported 
by the hartwony which our hero produced. 

Doctor Fathom was immediately known to be the 
author of this entertainment; and thus retrieved the 
benefit of that admiration which he-had forfeited by 
appearing in.the ſhape of a phyſician. For, as people 

ad formerly wondered to lee a count {killed in me- 
icine; they were now. amazed to find a phyſician 
ſuch, a, maſter in muſic. 4 | 
The good effects of this ſtratagem were almolt in- 
antaneous, His performance became the topic of 
A1 among all, the faſhionable company: his 
male friends complimented him from tae informa- 
tion of the other ſex ; and that lady whom he had 
regaled, inſtead of that ſhyneſs and diſdain with which 
ſhe uled to receive his ſalutation, at their very next 
meeting in the thorough-fare, returned his bow with 
marks of profouud reſpect. Nay, at midnight, ſhe, 
with the reſt, took poſt in the ſaine place where they 
had been ſtationed before; and by frequent tittering 
and repeated whiſpers, gave intimation to Fathom 
that they would be glad of 'a ſecond ſerenade. But 
he was too well acquainted with the human paſſions 
to indulge this their deſire: it was his intereſt to in- 
flame their: impatience, rather than to gratify their 
E expeCtation ; 
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expectation: and therefore he tantalized them for 
ſome hours, by tuning his violin, Jud playing ſome 
flouriſhes, which, however, produced nothing to 
fulfil their wiſhes, a | 

At the ordinary, he was accoſted by a gentleman, 
a lodger in the ſame houſe, who aſſured him that the 
ladies would take it as a great favour'if he would 
let them know when he intended to amuſe himlelf 
again with his inſtrument, that they might nat, by 
falling aſleep before-hand, deprive themſelves of the 
pleaſure of hearing his muſic, To 'this meſſage he 
replied with an air of conſequence and reſerve, that 
though mulic was not the art he profeſſed, he ſhould 
be always complaiſant enough to entertain the ladies 
to the utmoſt of his power, when their commands 
were {ignified to him in 'a manner ſuited to his chi- 
racter; but that he would never put himſelf on the 
footing of an itinerant barper, whoſe muſic is tolerat- 
ed through the medium of a board partition. The 
gentleman having reported this anſwer to his conſti- 
tuents, they empowered him to invite doctor Fathom 
to breakfaſt, and he was next morning introduced with 
the uſual ceremony, and treated with uncommon re- 
gard by all the females of the houſe, aſſembled for 
his reception. +8 - 

Having thus broke the ice of their averſion, in one 
Part, ſo as that the beams of his perſonal accompliſh- 
ments had room to operate, he ſoon effected a genc- 
ral thaw in his favour; and found himſelf growing 
once more into requeſt among the moſt amiable part 
of the creation, His company was coveted, and his 
taſte conſulted in their balls, concerts, and private 
aſſemblies; and he recompenced'the regard they paid 
to him, with an inceſſant exertion of his agreeable 
talents, politeneſs, 'and good humour. ty 
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| E T, in the midſt of all this“ attention, his 
I medical capacity feemed to be quite forgot. 
They. reſpected his good breeding, were charmed 
with his voice, and admired the fine touches of his 
hand upon the violin; but in cultivating the fidler, 
they utterly neglected the phyſician; and in vain did 
he attempt to divide their regard, by taking all op- 
portunnies to turn! the converſation into a more in- 
tereſting channel. It was to little purpoſe he endea- 
voured to arouſe the wonder of his audience with 
frequent deſcriptions of portentous maladies and 
amazing cures he had ſeen and performed in the 
courſe of his ſtudy and practice abroad: and to no 
effect did be publickly buſy himſelf in making expe- 
riments on the mineral water, in which he ended 
to have made ſeveral new and importũnt diſcoveries. 
Theſe efforts did not make a laſtingaimpreſſion upon 
the minds of the company; becauſe they ſa no- 
thing ſurprizing in a phyſician's being acquainted 
wich all the myſteries of his art; and as their cuſtom 
was already beſpoke for others of the profeſſion, 
whom it was their intereſt to employ, our adven- 
turer might have ſtarved amidſt the careſſigggt his 


acquaintance, had not he derived conſiderab van- 
tage from a lucky accident in the courſe of his ex- 
pectancy. _ | | 


A gentlewoman's daughter, of a weakly conſtitu- 
tion, by drinking the waters, had ſo-far recovered 
her health and complexion, as to allure the affection 
of a young ſquire in the neighbourhood, who amuſed 
ber for ſome time with his addreſſes, unu' his heart 
was ſeduced by the charms of another young lady 
lately arrived at the Wells. The forſaken nymph; 
ſhocked at this diſgrace and mortification, relapſed 


into her former lauguiſhing diſorder, and was — 
281 | er 
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her mother put under the management and preſcrip- 
tion of a phylict.p,rwhe had; been an induſtrious 
enemy of Fathom, from his firſt appearance at Tun- 
bridge. The patiem, though violently chagrined at 
the levity of .her,quogdam admirer,, was not: akoge- 
ther. without hape, that the very ſame inconſtancy 
Which, bad ,prompted him to leave. her, might in 
time induce, him to return, after the novelty of his 
new .pallion ſhould, be wore off; and this hope 
ſerved to ſappart her under the ſorrow, and diſgrace 
debe diſappomment. At length, however, the 
quixe and his new miſtreſs diſappeared, and ſome 
buy body; was officious enough so communicate 
this piece of news to the fotloro ſhepher dels, With 
this additional circumſtance, that, they were gone to 


- 
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Theſe fatal, tidings were no ſooner imparted to the 
abandoned Phillis, chan ſhe Was ſcized with an hy. 
teric fit; and what rendered the accident more un. 
fortunate, her phyſician had been called to the coun- 
try, and was not expected at, Tunbridgegill next day. 
The apothecany was immediately ſummoned; and 
being either puzzled by the ſymptoms, or afraid of 
encroaching upon the province of his ſupefiors, ad- 
viſe&the old lady to ſend. for doctor Fathom» without 
delay She had no qthen objechion to this expedient, 
but thetnmity: which ſhe knew ſubſiſted between 
the two leeches: yet hearing that her own doQtor 
would not conſult with Fathom upon his returns but 
perhaps renounce the patient, by Which means her 
daughter's health might be endangered, the would 
not folicit our heto's: aſſiſtance, umil the young lady 
had remained ſaven hours ſpeechleſs and inſeuſble; 
when ber fear prevailing over every other conſidera- 
tion, ſhe imploted the advice of our adventurer. 
who having made the deceſſ ry interrogations, and 
felt the patient's pulſe, Which was regular and dif. 
tiaQt, ſound reaſon to conclude, that the fit woull 
29 — * Lot 
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not laſt much longer; and after having obferyed that 
ſhe was in a very dangerous way, ' preſcribed ſome 
medicines for external application ; and to enhance 
their opinion of his diligence and humanity, reſolved 
to ſtay in the room and obſerve their effect. | 
His judgment did not fail him on this occaſion. 
In lefs than half an hour after his embrocations had 
deen ap pig ſhe recovered the uſe of her tongue, 
opened her eye, and hzving in delirious exclamations 
upbraided her perfidious lover, became quite {enfible 
and compoſed; though ſhe continued extremely low 
and dejected: to remedy thele ſinkings, certain kor- 
dials were immediately adminiſtered, according to 
the preſeription of doctor Fathom, upon whem ex- 
traordinary encomiums were beſtowed by all preſent, 
who believed he had actually reſcued her from the 
Jaws of death; and as he was, by this time let into 
the ſecrets of the family, he found himfelf in à fair 
way of being an egregious favourite of the old gentle- 
woman; when unluckily his. brother, having diſ- 
miſſed his country patient with uncommon eck 
entered the apartment, and eyed his rival with looks 
of inexprefſible rage; then ſurveying the patient, and 
the vials that ſtood upon the table, by turns, What, 
in the name of God !” cried he, is the meaning of 
© all this traſh ?* 

' © Really, doctor,“ replied the mother, a little con- 
founded at being thus taken by ſurprize, Biddy has, 
been taken dangeroufly ill, and lain ſeven or eight, 
hours in a ſevere fit, from which, I am confident, ſhe 
© would never have recovered, without the help of 
2 1 and as you were abſent, we had re- 
courle to this gentleman, whoſe preſcription” hath 
had an happy and ſurpriſing effect.“ Effect!“ 
cried the 'offended member of the faculty, pſhaw! 
© ſtuff, who made you judge of effects or cauſes ?*, 
Then advancing to the patient, What has been the 
© matter, mifs Biddy, chat you could not wait till, 
© my tetyrg ?“ OAT a aig fr 1 
" Her e 
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Here Fathom, interpoſing, Sir,“ ſaid he, * if you 
1 will ſtep into the next room, 1 will communicate 
my ſentiments of the caſe, together with the method 
upon which I have proceeded, that we may deli. 
© berate upon the next ſtep that is to be taken.” 
Inſtead of complying with this propoſal, he ſeated 
himſelf in a chair, with his back to our adventurer, 
and while he examined miſs Biddy's pulſe, gave him 
to underſtand, that he ſhould not conſult with him 


about the matter., 

Fathom, not in the leaſt diſconcerted at this uncivil 
anſwer, walked round his antagoniſt, and placing 
himſelf in his front, defired 34 his —. for 
treating him with ſuch ſupercilious contempt, * I 
© am reſolved,” ſaid the other, never to conſult 
© with any phyſician who has not taken his degrees 


© at either of the Engliſh univerſities.“ Upon the 


4 ſuppoſition,” replied our adventurer, that no per- 


ſon can be properly educated for the profeſſion at 
© any other ſchool.”  * You are in the right,” 2 
ſwered doctor Looby) /* that is one of many reaſons 
I have to decline the conſultation.“ 
© How far you are in the right, (retorted Fathom) 
I leave the world to judge, after I have obſerved, 
that in your Engliſh univerſities, there is no oppor- 


lecture given on the ſubject: nor is there one phy- 
« l in this Kingdom, Who has not derived 
the greateſt part of his medical knowledge from the 
© 1nſtrutions of fareigners ?? a a 

. Looby, incenſed at this aſſeveration, which he was 
not prepared to refute, exclaimed in a moſt infuriate 
accent, Who are you? whence came you? where 
Was you bred? you are one of thoſe I believe who 
graduate themſelves, and commence doctors the 
Lord knows how: an interloper, who, without li- 


* cence or authority, come hither to take the bread 


* oat of the mouths of gentlemen who have been 
trained to the buſinels in a regular manner, and be- 
RM "4 Rowed 


tunity of ſtudying the art; no, not ſo much as a. 
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ſtowed great pains and expence to qualify themſelves 
« for the profeſſion : for my own part, my education 
colt me fifteen hundred pounds.” | 
Never was money laid out to leſs purpoſe, (ſaid 
Ferdinand) for it does not appear that you have 
learned ſo much as the baſis of medical acquire- 
ments, namely, that decorum and urbanity which 
ought to diſtinguiſh the deportment of every phy- 
ſician: you have even debaſed the nobleſt and moſt 
beneficial art that ever engaged the ſtudy of mankind, 
which cannot he too much cultivated, and too lutle 
reſtrained, in ſeeking to limit the practice of it, to 
a ſet of narrow. minded illiberal wretches, who, like 
the loweſt handicraftimen, claim the excluſive pri- 
hges of a corporation: bad you doubted my abi- 
lity, you ought to have ſatisfied yourſelf in a manner 
conſiltent with decency and candour : but your be- 
haviour, on this vccahon, is ſuch a malicious outrage 
upon good manners and hamanity, that, were it not 
for my regard to theſe ladies, I would chaſtiſe you 
for your inſolence on the ſpot. Mean while, ma- 
dam, (addreſſing himſelf to the mother) you muſt 
give me leave to iuſiſt upon your diſmiſſing either 
that gentleman or me without heſitation 
This peremptory language had an inſtantaneous 
effect upon the hearers. Looby's face grew pale, and 
his nether lip began to tremble; the patient was diſ- 
mayed, and the old gentlewoman concerned and per- 
plexed : ſhe earneſtly beſought the gentlemen to be 
1econciled to each other, and enter into a N 4 


conſultation upon her daughter's diſtemper: but fin 


ing both equally averſe to accommodation, and Fa- 
tham becoming more and more impoitunate in his 
demand, the preſented, him with a double fee; and 
giving him to underſtand, that dottor: Looby had long 
attended the family, and wes intimstely acqusinte 

With her own and Biddy's conſtitution, ſaid, ſhe hoped 
he would not take it amils if ſhe retained her old phy- 


clan. 
7 Though 
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Thouch our hero was much mortified at this tri. 


umph of his rival, he made a virtue of neceſſity, and 
retired with great complaiſance, wiſhing, that Miſs 


Biddy might never be the ſubject of ſuch a diſagree. 


able diſpute. Whether the patient was frighted at 
this altercation, or diſpleaſed with her mother's de. 
ciſion againſt an agreeable young fellow, who had, 
as it were, recalled her from the grave, and made 
himſelf maſter of the ſecret that rankled at her heart: 
or the diſeaſe had wound up her nerves for another 
poroxyim certain it is, ſhe, all of a ſudden, broke 
orth into a violent peal of laughter, which was ſuc. 
ceeded by the moſt doleful crics,' and other expreſ- 
ſions of grief; then ſhe relapſed into a fit, attended 
with ſtrong convulſions, to the unſpeakable terror of 


the old gentlewoman, who intreated doctor Looby to 


be expeditious in his preſcription : accordingly he 
ſeized the pen with great confidence, and a whole ma- 
1 of anti hyſteric medicines were, in different 
orms, externally and internally applied. 

Nevertheleſs, either nature was diſturbed in her 
own efforts by theſe applications, or the patient was 
reſolved to diſgrace the doctor: for the more reme- 
dies that were admimiſtered, her convulſions became 
the more violent; and in fpite of all his endeavours, 
he could not overcome the obſtinacy of the diſtemper. 
Such a miſcarriage upon the back of his rival's ſucceſs, 
could not fail to overwhelm him with confuſion ; 


eſpecially as the mother baited him with repeated in- 


treaties to do ſom*thing for the recovery of her daugh- 
ter: at length, after having exerciſed her patience in 


'vain for feveral hours, this affectionate parent could 


no longer Tuppreſs the ſuggeſtions of her concern, but, 
in an incoherent ſtrain, told him that her duty would 
not ſuffer her to be longer ſilent in an affair on which 
depended the life of her dear child : that ſhe had ſeen 
enough to believe he had miſtaken the caſe of poor 
Biddy, and he could not juſtly blame her for recall 
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ing doctor Fathom, whoſe preſcription had operated 
in a miraculous manner. | 

Looby, ſhocked at this propoſal, proteſted againſt 
it with great vehemence, as an expedient highly inju- 
rious to himſelf. * My remedies (ſaid be) are juſt be- 
ginning to take effect, and, in all probability, the 
« fit will not laſt much longer, fo that, by calling in 
* another perſon at this juncture, you will defraud 
me of that credit which is my due, and deck my ad- 
« verſary with trophies to which he has no preten- 
© fon,” She was prevailed upon, by this remonſtrance, 
to wait another half hour, when perceiving, as yet, no 
alteration for the better, and being diſtracted with her 
fears, which reproached her with want of natural af- 
fection, ſhe ſent a meſſage to doctor Fathom, deſiring 
to ſee him with all poſſible diſpatch, 

He was not flow in obeying the call, but haſlen- 
ing to the ſcene of action, was not a little ſurpriſed 
to find Looby ſtill in the apartment. This gentle- 
man, ſince better might not be, relolved to ſacrifice 
his pride to his intereſt, and rather than loſe his pa- 


tient altogether, and run the riſque; of forfeifing his 


reputation at the ſame time, ſtazd with intention to 
compromiſe his. difference. with Fathom, that he 


might not be wholly excluded from the honour of 


the cure, in caſe it could be effected: but he had 


reckoned without his hoſt in his calculation of the 


count's placability ; for, when he put on his capitu- 
lating face, and after a flight apology for his beha- 
viour, propoſed that all animoſity ſhould ſubſide in 
favour of the young lady, whoſe life Was at flake; 
our hero rejected his advances with infinite diſdain, 


and aſſured the mother, in a very folemn tone, that, 


far from conſulting with a man who had treated him 
ſo unworthily, he would not [tay another minute in 
the houſe, unleſs he ſhould fee him diſcarded ; a ſa- 
tisfaion barely ſufficient to atone for the affiont he 
himſelf had ſuffered by the unjuſt preference ſhe had 
before given to his rival. 

F There 
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There was no remedy : Looby was obliged to re. 


treat in his turn; then our adventurer, approaching 


the bed fide, reconnoitred the patient, examined the 

medicines which had been adminiſtered; and lifting 
up his eyes in expreſlive ſilence, detached the foot. 

man with a new order to the apothecary. It was 
well the meſſenger uſed expedition, otherwiſe door 
. Fathom, would have been anticipated by the opera- 
tion of nature; for, the fit having almoſt run its ca. 
reer, Miſs Biddy was on the point of. retrieving her 
ſenſes, when the frontal el by Fathom was 
applied. To the efficacy of this therefors was aſcri. 
bed her recovery, when ſhe opened her eyes, and 
began to pour forth uncohgcticd ejaculations; and 
in a few moments after, ſhe was perſuaded to ſal. 
low a draught prepared ſor the purpoſe; her perccp- 
tion returned, and Ferdinand gained the reputation 
ol having performed a ſecond miracle. 

But he was furniſhed with a piece of intelligence 
of much more energy than all ſhe had taken; and fo 
ſoon as he concluded the was capable to bear the 

news without any, dangerous emotion, he, among 
other articles of che culled ſor her amuſement, 
took the opportunity of telling the company, that 
ſquire Stub (the cauſe of Miſs Biddy's diſorder) had, 
in his way to matrimony, been robbed of his bride, 
by a gentleman to whom ſhe had been formerly en- 
Ar He had waited for her on purpole at an inn 
on the road, where he found means to appeaſe her 
di\pleaſure, which he had, it ſeems incurred, and to 
ſuperſede her new lover, whom ſhe quitted without 
ceremony ; upon which the ſquire had returned to 
'Tynbridge, curſing her levity, yet bleſſiing his good 
ſtars for having io ſeaſonably prevented his ruin, 
Which would have infallihly been the conſequence 
of his marry ing ſuch an adventurer.. 


ings operated, like an admirable ſpecific, on the ſpi- 
Tit of the young lady, who, while the affected to pity 
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the ſquire, was ſo- much 9 at bis diſappoint- 
ment, that her eyes began to ſparkle with uncommon 
vivacity, and in leſs than two hours after the Jaſt of. 
thoſe terrible attacks, ſhe was reſtored to a better 
fate of health than ſhe had enjoyed for many weeks. 
fathom was not forgetful admiſt the rejoicings of the 


family; beſides an handſome gratuity for the effects 
of his extraordinary {kill, the old lady favoured him 


with a general invitation to her houſe, and the daugh- 
tet riot only conſidered him as the reſtorer of. her 
health, and angel of her good fortune, but alſo began 
to diſcover an uncommon reliſh for his converſation; 
ſo that he was ſtruck with the proſpect of ſucceedin 

ſquire Stub in her affeQion : a conqueſt which, 1 
ſanctioned by the approbation of the mother, would 
conſole him for all the diſappointments he had ſuſtain- 
ed ; for Miſs Biddy was intitled to a fortune of ten 
thouſand pounds, provided ſhe would marry with the 


conſent of her * who was the ſole executrix of 


the father's will. 
Animated with the hope of ſuch an advantageous 


match, our adventurer miſſed no opportunity of im- 


proving the lodgement he had mage, while the two 
ladies Filed not to extol his medical capacity, among 
all their female acquaintance. By means of this cir- 
culation, his advice was demanded in ſeveral other 
caſes, which he managed with ſuch an impoſing air 
E 9 and importance, that his fame began to 
prea 

viſhed more than one half of the buſmeſs from his 
competitor. Notwithſtanding theſe fortunate events, 
he foreſaw, that he ſhould find great difficulty in tranſ- 
planting his reputation, ſo as to take root in London, 
which. wag the only ſoil in which he could propoſe 
to riſe to any degree of proſperity and independance: 
and this refle&ion was grounded upon a maxim which 


univerſally prevails among the Engliſh people, name- 
ly, to overlook and wholly negle&, on their return 


a the metropolis,” all the connections they 1 


„and before the end of the ſeaſon, he had ra- 
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chanced to acquire. during their reſidence at any of 


the medical wells: and this ſocial diſpoſition is ſo 


{crupulouſly maintained, that two perſons Who lived 
in the moſt intimate correſpondence at Bath or Tun. 
bridge ſhall, in for and twenty hours ſo totally for. 
get their friendſhip, as to meet in St. James's Park, 
without betraying the leaſt token of recognition; ſo 
that one would imagine thoſe. mineral waters were ſo 
"_ ſtreams iſſuing from the river Lethe, ſo famed 
of 9 

recollettion. | . 

Aware of this oblivious principle, doctor Fathom 
Collected all his qualifications, in order to make ſuch 
an impreſſion upon the heart of miſs Biddy, as would 
reſiſt all her e to ſhake him from her re- 
membrance; and his efforts ſucceeded ſo well, that 
ſquire Stub's advances to a reconciliation, were treat- 
ed with manifeſt indifference. In all probability, our 
hero would have made a very advantageous campaign, 
had not his good fortune been retarded by an obſtruc- 
tion, Which (as he did not perceive it) he could not 
poſſibly ſurmount : in diſplaying his accompliſhments 
to captivate the daughter, he had unwittingly made 
an abſolute conqueſt of the mother, who ſuperintend- 
ed the conduct of miſs Biddy with ſuck jealous vigi- 
lance, that the could find no opportunity of profiting 
by the progreſs he had made in her heart; for the 

careful matron would never loſe ſight of her, no, not 
for one moment. 1 

Had the old lady given the leaſt intimation to our 
adventurer, of the ſentiments ſhe entertained in his 
behalf, his complaiſance was of ſuch a pliable texture, 
that he would have quitted his other purſuit, and 
made her the ſole object of his attention: but ſhe 
either depended upon the effect of his own good taſte 
and diſcernment, or was too proud to diſcloſe a paſ- 


. 


ſion which he had hitherto overlooked. 4 
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CHAP. III. 


Repairs to the metropolis, and enrolls himfelf among the 
fons of Peau. 


EFORE this affair could be brought to a proper 
explanation, the ſeaſon being almoſt ended, the 
ladies ee from Tunbridge, and in a little time 
doctor Fathom followed them to London, having 
previouſly obtained permiſſion to viſit them in that 
metropolis, He had ſolicited the ſame favour of 
ſome other families, in which he hoped to take root, 
though he knew they were pre-engaged to different 
phyſicians ; and 1 to make his firſt medical 
appearance in London with ſome eclat, he not only 
purchaſed an old chariot, which was new painted for 
the purpoſe, but likewiſe hired a footman, whom 
he cloathed in laced livery, 1n order to diſtinguiſh 
himſelf from the common run of his brethren. 
This equipage, though much more expenſive than 
his finances could bear, he found abſolutely neceſſary, 


to give him a chance for employment; as every 


ſhabby retainer to phyſic in this capital, had pro- 
vided himſelf with a vehicle, which was altogether 
uſed by way of a travelling ſign poſt, to draw in cuſ- 
tomers; ſo that a walking-phyſieian was confidered 
as an obſcure pedlar, trudging from ſtreet to ſtreet, 
with his pack of knowledge on his ſhoulders, and 
ſelling his remnants of advice by retail. A chariot 
was not now ſet up for the convenience of a man 
ſinking under the fatigue of extenſive practice, but as 
a piece of furniture every way as neceſſary as a large 
periwig with three tails; and a phyſic ien, let his 
merit in other reſpects be never ſo conſpicuous, can 
no more expect to become conſiderable in buſineſs, 
without the aſſiſtance of this implement, than he 
can hope to live without food, or LI without a 


\windpipe. 


This requiſite is ſo well underſtood, that excluſive 


of 
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of thoſe who profeſs themſelves doors, every raw 
ſurgeon, every idle apothecary, who can make in- 
tereſt with ſome fool-hardy coachmaker, may be ſeen 
dancing the hays in all places of public reſort, and 
rinning to one another from their reſpective carriages, 
— proceed many of thole cruel accidents which 
are recorded in the daily papers. An apothecary's, 
horſes take fright, and run awzy with his chariot, 
which is heard of no more: an' eminent ſurgeon 
being overturned, is ſo terriſied at the thoughts of 
Leads, that he reſolve to walk on foot all the 
days of his life; and the coachman of a phyfician of 
great practice having the misfortune to be diſabled by 
a fall from the box, his maſter can never find another 
to ſupply his place. pgs 
None of theſe obſervations eſcaped the penetrating 
eye of Fathom, who, before he pretended to feat him- 
ſH ia this machine, had made proper inquiry into all 
the other methods praftifed, with a view to keep the 
wheels in motion, | 
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